September 3, 2017
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Jer 20:7–9
Rom 12:1–2
Mt 16:21–27

The Salvation He Offers

O

nce Peter is called “the rock” for his faith, he
turns around and dissuades Jesus from the
cross. Jesus responds sternly: “Get behind me, Satan!”
Jesus reveals two important things here. First,
that Satan exists. Satan is very interested in going
unnoticed, yet Jesus calls him out and makes Peter
(and us) aware. The Bible is full of references to the
devil. Popular culture also has focused on evil spirits—
fascinated as it is with the occult, vampires, and the
like. It seems to bear evil out more (and profit more
from it) than some Catholics in the pews!
The second truth is that Satan can influence our
thinking. I’m not referring to diabolical possession,
which is a reality, but the more common
temptations to lower our aspirations and
to conform our thinking to a faithless
perspective.
The painting Satan Before the
Lord by Corrado Giaquinto,
which depicts Satan asking
and receiving permission to

For Reflection

tempt Job, focuses on this reality of evil. Satan knows
our hearts and finds just the right strategy to lead us
away from God. It usually involves one of the vices
(lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, envy, or pride). Just
like when Satan tempts Peter, he wants us to reject
the demands of the cross, for he knows the cross is the
instrument of his demise.
When God permits temptations to assail us or the
effects of evil to touch our lives, we should respond
humbly, as Job and Peter did. If God permits evil, it is
only because he trusts us to love him sincerely—not
just for the blessings he sends, but because of the
salvation he offers.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: Satan Before the Lord,
mid-eighteenth century
Artist: The Circle of Corrado Giaquinto
Location: Pinacoteca, Room XV,
Vatican Museums

How are you tempted by
the enemy of your soul?
Are you ever convinced
you aren’t being tempted
at all? How can you
approach those persons,
places, or things that
normally tempt you with
humility to God?

“Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are thinking
not as God does, but as human beings do” (Matthew 16:23).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
September 4
Weekday
1 Thes 4:13–18
Lk 4:16–30

Tuesday
September 5
Weekday
1 Thes 5:1–6, 9–11
Lk 4:31–37

A family member engages in sinful behavior.
I know I should say something, but I’m afraid
it’ll damage my relationship with him. How can I
respond with love without accepting his lifestyle?

O

f the many ways to invite others to conversion, “admonishing the
sinner” is often the most challenging. This spiritual work of mercy
requires proper motives, humility, respect, and diplomacy.
Motivation: Read Jesus’ story of the Pharisee and tax collector in the Temple
(Luke 18:9–14). Your desire to “respond with love” is far better than that of a
self-righteous accuser. Christ found condemnation less effective for conversion
than invitation; he knew his Father’s mercy was
greater than sinful behavior. Therefore, condemn
the behavior, not the person. Try to understand
what motivated his behavior as well.

Wednesday
September 6
Weekday
Col 1:1–8
Lk 4:38–44
Thursday

Friday
September 8
Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Mi 5:1–4a or
Rom 8:28–30
Mt 1:1–16, 18–23 or
1:18–23

Saturday
September 9
St. Peter Claver,
Priest
Col 1:21–23
Lk 6:1–5
Sunday
September 10
Twenty-Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ez 33:7–9
Rom 13:8–10
Mt 18:15–20

Humility and Respect: We often possess a limited
view on matters, so your dialogue is an attempt to
arrive at authenticity in a respectful partnership;
both of your perceptions may be altered in the
sacred process!

GURUXOX/SHUTTERSTOCK

September 7
Weekday
Col 1:9–14
Lk 5:1–11

Diplomacy: Your established relationship with this family member is
advantageous to your mission. Still, pick and choose your admonitions carefully.
Avoid fraternal correction for trivial, isolated incidents. Gain strength from the
Letter of James, which states that “if anyone among you should stray from the
truth and someone bring him back, he should know that whoever brings back
a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a
multitude of sins” (James 5:19–20).
Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
The devil...,to divert Jesus from the way of the cross, sets
before him false messianic hopes: economic well-being...a
dramatic and miraculous style...; and lastly, a shortcut to
power and dominion, in exchange for an act of adoration to
Satan….Note well how Jesus responds. He does not dialogue
with Satan...Jesus is well aware that there can be no dialogue with Satan, for he
is cunning. That is why Jesus...chooses to take refuge in the Word of God and
responds with the power of this Word.

—Angelus, St. Peter’s Square, March 9, 2014
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September 10, 2017
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Ez 33:7–9
Rom 13:8–10
Mt 18:15–20

Correcting Lovingly

T

oday’s readings are about fraternal
correction. We are responsible for our
brother’s good, and God expects us to help him.
This means being a good example and holding
him or her to a gospel standard. If that means a
hard dose of the truth, so be it, as long as that
truth is given in love.
Ezekiel was a prophet who knew how to
preach fire and brimstone, but he could also
be tender and compassionate. He prophesied
both about the destruction of Israel and how
Yahweh would turn their hearts of stone into
flesh. In Michelangelo’s fresco on the ceiling of
the Sistine Chapel, the strength of this rugged
prophet is evident. That Ezekiel is turned to
listen to a cherub says a lot about his humility
as well.
God told Ezekiel that if he didn’t preach to
the wicked, God would hold him responsible for
their deaths. However, if he did preach and the
wicked still didn’t heed him, Ezekiel would be
safe. The moral is, when God asks us to preach,
take it seriously!
Jesus tells us if our brother sins against us,
we should confront him in the presence of
two witnesses. He even encourages us to bring
the Church in as judge if a dispute between
believers isn’t resolved. However, this should always be
done with love.
As humble Christians, we should accept corrections
when they are done correctly. No one likes to be told
he or she is wrong, but if we are we should rejoice in
the truth, even if it hurts. And we should thank those
who love us enough to correct us.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: The Prophet Ezekiel, 1510
Artist: Michelangelo
Location: Sistine Chapel

For Reflection
Do I find the idea of charitable correction
uncomfortable? Why or why not?
How willing am I to receive correction from
my peers? My spouse? My child? My boss?

“The commandments…are summed up in this saying,
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself ’ ” (Romans 13:9).
Liguori Publications © 2017 • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
September 11
Weekday
Col 1:24—2:3
Lk 6:6–11

I want my children to be merciful and forgiving like
Jesus, but I don’t want them to be permissive of sin
because someone else thinks it’s OK. How can I teach
this balance?

Tuesday
September 12
Weekday
Col 2:6–15
Lk 6:12–19

Wednesday
September 13
St. John Chrysostom,
Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Col 3:1–11
Lk 6:20–26

Friday
September 15
Our Lady of Sorrows
1 Tm 1:1–2, 12–14
Jn 19:25–27 or
Lk 2:33–35
Saturday
September 16
Sts. Cornelius, Pope,
and
Cyprian, Bishop,
Martyrs
1 Tm 1:15–17
Lk 6:43–49
Sunday
September 17
Twenty-Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Sir 27:30—28:7
Rom 14:7–9
Mt 18:21-35

he Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, “Education in the faith by
parents should begin in the child’s earliest years. This already happens
when family members help one another to grow in faith by the witness of a
Christian life in keeping with the
Gospel” (CCC 2226). The balance
of advocating the magnitude of
God’s mercy without diminishing
the severity of sin is best taught
through witness.
You should hold your children
accountable (and vice versa) and
explain with loving candor how
lax attitudes and actions have
consequences. As we are taught in
Proverbs 27:5, “Better is an open rebuke than a love that remains hidden.”
An intimate relationship with God also helps. It’s easier to instill greater
compassion in ourselves and in others when we’ve experienced God’s infinite
mercy firsthand. Jesus asked the woman caught in adultery, “‘Has no one
condemned you?’ She replied, ‘No one, sir.’ Then Jesus said, ‘Neither do I
condemn you. Go, [and] from now on do not sin any more’” (John 8:10–11).
Christ loves the sinner and despises the sin—but he doesn’t dwell on the
sin. Instead, Jesus rejoices when sinners enter a newfound relationship with
his merciful Father, knowing that the experience of God’s mercy is the catalyst
for ultimate change and lasting conversion, where neither the sinner is
condemned nor the sin condoned.
Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
“If you are not capable of performing fraternal reproof with love,
with charity, in truth and with humility, you will offend, damage that
person’s heart: you will create an extra tale that wounds and you will
become a blind hypocrite, as Jesus says...a sign which perhaps can
help us: when one sees something wrong and feels that he should
correct it but perceives a certain pleasure in doing so, then it is time
to pay attention, because that is not the Lord’s way. In the Lord there is always the cross,
the difficulty of doing something good.”
—Morning meditation, “Mending holes in the fabric of the church,” September 12, 2014
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PEXLES

Thursday
September 14
The Exaltation
of the Holy Cross
Nm 21:4b–9
Phil 2:6–11
Jn 3:13–17

T

September 17, 2017
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Sir 27:30—28:7
Rom 14:7–9
Mt 18:21–35

Right Judgment

Piece: Christ the Judge, 1507–08
Artist: Perugino
Location: Stanza dell’Incendio, Vatican Museums

O

ften when we think of a
judge, we think of severity
or cold justice. Courtroom and
criminal-justice dramas—even some
news coverage of major crimes and
scandals—love depicting the offender
as receiving his or her just rewards,
with the judge or prosecutor smugly
reflecting or sighing in relief.
But in the scriptural sense, a
judge is much more. A good judge
is an educator, teacher, and parent.
Good judges promote wise living and
respect for authority and the law.
Their tools are sometimes mercy,
sometimes penance, but always
prompted by love.
A better image to understand the
judge’s role is a parent educating his
or her child. Sometimes education
means letting something slide;
sometimes it means holding the
child accountable. Both can be
expressions of love.
Today’s readings caution us
against selfish passions that prompt
us to judge. One who has been forgiven much but is
then harsh with others will be severely punished—or
as Sirach puts it, God “remembers their sins in detail.”
Mercy toward others is key to the Gospel message.
Some think they are good Christians because they
don’t steal and haven’t killed anyone. They may even
be active in their parish but are highly critical of
others.
Remember, as Jesus said: “The measure with which
you measure will be measured out to you” (Matthew

7:2). And, “So will my heavenly Father do to you,
unless each of you forgives his brother from his heart.”
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
How kind, patient, and forgiving am I on a regular
basis? How kind, patient, and forgiving would others
say I am?

“I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times”
(Matthew 18:22).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
September 18
Weekday
1 Tm 2:1–8
Lk 7:1–10

Pope Francis said, “Who am I to judge?” But aren’t
we supposed to hold each other to a higher standard
of living and judge actions as moral or sinful?

Tuesday
September 19
Weekday
1 Tm 3:1–13
Lk 7:11–17
Wednesday
September 20
Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn,
Priest, and Paul Chŏng
Ha-sang, and Companions,
Martyrs
1 Tm 3:14–16
Lk 7:31–35
Thursday
September 21
St. Matthew,
Apostle and Evangelist
Eph 4:1–7, 11–13
Mt 9:9–13
Friday
September 22
Weekday
1 Tm 6:2c–12
Lk 8:1–3
Saturday
September 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina,
Priest
1 Tm 6:13–16
Lk 8:4–15
Sunday
September 24
Twenty-Fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Is 55:6–9
Phil 1:20c–24, 27a
Mt 20:1–16a

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

P

ope Francis is not the only one to warn about judging. He is likely drawing
his guidance from Jesus in Matthew 7:1–2. Both the Lord and the pope
warn us about judging others and looking down upon those we consider “more
sinful.” That sort of comparison can easily lead us to arrogance and hypocrisy.
The Lord teaches us there will be a final (or particular) judgment each of us
will have to face. We will all have to stand before God and give an account of our
actions. This teaches us that God is the
only one qualified to fully know a person’s
heart and intentions. If we begin to act
as a judge of people, then we are playing
God.
However, your question also implies
that among believers we are to hold one
another accountable in our Christian
community. This is correct (Matthew
18:15–17). In the body of Christ, there is
a responsibility to help and encourage
each other to follow Jesus. Among the baptized, there should be the sharing of
virtues and some accountability to the Church. We call one another higher, not
through accusation, but through love and service. It is my duty to help fellow
believers in their discipleship, as it is their duty to help me with mine. I find that
I appreciate those who care enough about me to want to help me be a better
Catholic, priest, or person. In community, we should build up in fellowship, not
tear down in judgment.
Fr. Matthew Bonk, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis

“We must not grow weary, then, of keeping watch over our
thoughts and our attitudes, in order that we may be given even
now a foretaste of the warmth and splendor of God’s Face—and
this will be beautiful—which in eternal life we shall contemplate
in all its fullness. Forward, thinking of this judgment which
begins now, which has already begun. Forward, doing so in such
a way that our hearts open to Jesus and to his salvation; forward without fear, for
Jesus’ love is greater and if we ask forgiveness for our sins he will forgive us. This
is what Jesus is like. Forward then with this certainly, which will bring us to the
glory of heaven!”

—General audience, St. Peter’s Square, December 11, 2013
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September 24, 2017
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 55:6–9
Phil 1:20c–24, 27a
Mt 20:1–16a

Piece: The Conversion of St. Paul, 1542–45
Artist: Michelangelo
Location: Pauline Chapel, Apostolic Palace, Vatican City

A Message of Reform

Ávila, Francis de Sales, Charles Borromeo, and others.
Another measure taken was to contract
Michelangelo to paint two frescoes in the Papal
lessandro Farnese was elected Pope Paul III in
Pauline Chapel—the conversion of St. Paul and the
1534 amidst very difficult times. Martin Luther
crucifixion of St. Peter—a kind of sixteenth-century
had left the Church, and many German bishops, along
marketing campaign. This chapel would send a
with their kings, were separating from the faith. Part
message to all popes and the papal court; indeed, the
of the push for separation was financial, another part
frescoes challenged everyone in the Curia. Amidst the
was political, and a third part was spiritual. The papal
temptation to power and luxury, the pope was saying,
court and clerical life in Rome were often criticized,
“If you want power, it’s the power to serve which
encouraging separation.
requires true conversion and embracing the cross.”
Pope Paul III started a reform by calling on nine
The chapel needed a pithy Latin phrase to drive
respected cardinals to investigate the accusations and
home this message of reform. It
propose measures. The suggestions
comes from today’s second reading:
were received and true reform began
For Reflection
“To me, life is Christ, and death
to take root—although much of the
is gain.” That’s a good phrase to
success was due to the Council of
Do I love without strings
live by as we seek our own ongoing
Trent (called by the pope in 1545)
attached or do I love to get
conversion.
and the many saints active at the
something in return?
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
time: Ignatius, Philip Neri, Teresa of

A

“For to me, life is Christ, and death is gain” (Philippians 1:21).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
September 25
Weekday
Ezr 1:1–6
Lk 8:16–18

Why don’t we end the Our Father with an Amen
during Mass? When we pray the Our Father outside
of Mass, we conclude by saying, “Amen.”

Tuesday
September 26
Weekday
Ezr 6:7–8, 12b, 14–20
Lk 8:19–21

I

Wednesday

CNS PHOTO/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ

September 27
St. Vincent de Paul,
Priest
Ezr 9:5–9
Lk 9:1–6

Thursday
September 28
Weekday
Hg 1:1–8
Lk 9:7–9
Friday
September 29
Sts. Michael, Gabriel,
and Raphael,
Archangels
Dn 7:9–10, 13–14 or
Rv 12:7–12a
Jn 1:47–51

Saturday
September 30
St. Jerome, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
Zec 2:5–9, 14–15a
Lk 9:43b–45
Sunday
October 1
Twenty-Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25–28
Phil 2:1–11 or 2:1–5
Mt 21:28–32

remember this discussion growing up. My father noticed that the pastor
of our parish insisted on saying “Amen” after the Our Father by adding his
very loud “Amen!” and inviting parishioners to follow.
We know early Christians prayed the Our Father daily, though its inclusion in
the eucharistic liturgy happens later, and its placement in the liturgy is not yet
consistent. An early reference to the placement of the Our Father from a latefourth-century text places it at the end of the eucharistic prayer (A Commentary
on the Order of Mass of The
Roman Missal, 597). Here
the people would have
responded with the final
petition, “deliver us from
evil” or “Amen” (597).
Today the Our Father
is part of the Communion
rite, but we do not end the
Our Father with an Amen because in the current structure of the Communion
rite the Our Father forms part of a unit. Immediately following the Our Father,
the celebrant elaborates on the final petition (“deliver us from evil”). He then
says the prayer for peace, which concludes with an Amen. These elements are
all connected, one flowing to the next and culminating with the people saying,
“Amen” (“Mystagogical Implications,” A Commentary on the Order of Mass of
The Roman Missal, 616). Thus, we do conclude the Our Father with an Amen at
Mass, but because it is part of a larger prayer during the Mass, the Amen doesn’t
immediately follow “deliver us from evil.”
Fr. John Schmidt, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
“Some of you said that this system cannot endure. We must change
it. We must put human dignity back at the center and on that pillar
build the alternative social structures we need. This must be done
with courage but also with intelligence, with tenacity but without
fanaticism, with passion yet without violence. And all of us together,
addressing the conflicts without getting trapped in them, always seeking to resolve the
tensions in order to reach a higher plane of unity, of peace, and of justice. We Christians
have something very lovely, a guide to action...the Beatitudes...(see Matthew 5 and Luke
6)...and the Last Judgment passage (Matthew 25).”
—Address at the World Meeting of Popular Movements, October 28, 2014
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