October 1, 2017
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Ez 18:25–28
Phil 2:1–11 or 2:1–5
Mt 21:28–32

Say “Yes” and Go Out

W

unity, squandered away their inheritance, sold their
birthright, sold him into slavery with their sin, and
very often refused his love. Yet “God proves his love
for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).
God knows his merciful justice well and can kindly
and provokingly ask in Ezekiel 18:25, “Is it my way that
is unfair? Are not your ways unfair?”
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

e can really relate to God when he repeats
the people’s blame and accusations at him for
not being fair. In moments of suffering or injustice,
it’s easy to pass judgment and blame it all on God. It’s
especially difficult when innocent and good people
(ourselves included) suffer. We’re tempted to ask,
“Aren’t you supposed to treat your friends better?”
We only need to look at Marco Palmezzano’s
Piece: Christ Bearing the Cross, circa 1535
painting Christ Bearing the Cross to
Artist: Marco Palmezzano
reconsider our complaints. How have we
Location: Vatican Museums
treated God?
Jesus was and is the most innocent of
souls; no other being was or is as good as
Jesus. No one was asked to suffer like him,
and he suffered not to gain for himself
but to pay our debt. Relating it to today’s
Gospel lesson, Jesus is the son who, when
asked to work in his Father’s vineyard,
promptly said “yes” and went. Always
obedient, always docile, always loving.
Watching Jesus, we hear the echo of St.
Paul’s letter. Jesus humbly regarded his
brothers and sisters as more than himself
and was willing to go to the cross and
win them back for the Father. Keep in
mind, those siblings had destroyed family

For Reflection
Am I fair to God by giving him
thanksgiving, adoration, and obedience
for his love? Am I fair to others by offering
them gratitude and humble kindness?

“Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard
others as more important than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
October 2
The Holy
Guardian Angels
Zec 8:1–8
Mt 18:1–5, 10

Why do we offer Mass for a specific intention? Aren’t
Masses offered for the intentions of all present?

T

Tuesday
October 3
Weekday
Zec 8:20–23
Lk 9:51–56

Wednesday
October 4
St. Francis of Assisi
Neh 2:1–8
Lk 9:57–62
Thursday
October 5
Weekday
Neh 8:1–4a, 5-6,
7b–12
Lk 10:1–12

ISTOCK

Friday
October 6
Weekday
Bar 1:15–22
Lk 10:13–16
Saturday
October 7
Our Lady
of the Rosary
Bar 4:5–12, 27–29
Lk 10:17–24
Sunday
October 8
Twenty-Seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Is 5:1–7
Phil 4:6–9
Mt 21:33–43

he Eucharist ma es present, in this moment, the memorial sacrifice
of Christ; the source of the Church’s life and the focus of the Church’s
prayer (see the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy [Sacrosanctum Concilium], 10).
Mass always includes the intentions of a local community as well as the needs
of all people throughout the world. In the eucharistic prayer, we pray for the
community and those “scattered throughout the world.”
hat does a renewed liturgical practice mean for specific ass intentions
Canon law speaks of applying the Mass for anyone living and dead (see Canon
901). The practice also has roots in history, especially during medieval times,
when participation at Mass was at a low. Asking the priest to remember an
intention kept people active and connected their needs to those of the wider
Church. Vatican II stressed active participation in its liturgical renewal, so
as ing specific intentions needs a renewed
understanding.
Special intentions provide a value—
we become aware of others’ needs and
troubles. If we are aware of how these
troubles affect a member of our parish,
we can not only pray for that person but
reach out and help. However, the Eucharist
does not give grace only to those named
in special intentions. The grace God gives
through the Eucharist is meant for the
whole hurch. od s grace builds us up in holiness. ince people find special
intentions important, the response from pastors is important in helping people
understand how God’s grace affects everyone.
Fr. John Schmidt, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
“Priestly joy is a joy which is sister to obedience. An obedience to
the Church in the hierarchy which gives us not simply the external
framework for our obedience...but also union with God the Father,
the source of all fatherhood. It is likewise an obedience to the Church
in service....The availability of her priests makes the Church a house
with open doors, a refuge for sinners, a home for people living on
the streets, a place of loving care for the sick, a camp for the young....Wherever God’s
people have desires or needs, there is the priest, who knows how to listen and feels a
loving mandate from Christ who sends him to relieve that need with mercy.”
—Homily, Holy Thursday, April 17, 2014
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October 8, 2017
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 5:1–7
Phil 4:6–9
Mt 21:33–43

The Fruit God Expects

T

he Chosen People were often compared to a
garden or vineyard that God had planted and
cared for. First, he placed them in the Garden of
Eden. Then he led them to flourish in Egypt before
accommodating them in the Promised Land. After all
his care and cultivation he expected to find a fruitful
return. In the Song of Songs and then with Jesus
himself, not only are the people of God compared
to a vineyard, but each of our souls is compared
to a vineyard where God plants seeds, waters, and
expects to find new growth by thirty-, sixty-, or one
hundredfold.
In the image of the Chosen People, the Church, or
our souls, one thing is constant: God expects a return
on his love. Not because he is selfish and in need of our
response but because he knows our happiness depends
on receiving and showing him that love.

Jesus says the vineyard will be taken away from
those who don’t care for it and given to those who
will produce its fruit. In the same way, grace will be
directed away from some and toward those who accept
it and produce faith and love.
This is not a threat or “Catholic guilt.” This is a true
Father letting his children know he loves them too
much to not take them seriously. He gives and gives for
our growth and maturing, but if that generosity isn’t
sincerely embraced and appreciated, he will eventually
listen to us and move on. Now is the time to accept his
love and enjoy the fruits.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
How does our Lord want to see fruit and growth
in your life? Have I squandered God’s harvest in
my life?

Piece: Landscape from the late 1500s
Artist: Mattheus Brill
Location: Torre dei Venti, Mezzanine, Vatican Museums

“I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that will produce its fruit” (Matthew 21:43).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
October 9
Weekday
Jon 1:1—2:2, 11
Lk 10:25–37

Tuesday
October 10
Weekday
Jon 3:1–10
Lk 10:38–42

I know we’re all supposed to use our gifts to glorify
God, but what is liturgical dance? Is it acceptable
as part of Mass? Are there rules surrounding it?

L

Wednesday
October 11
Weekday
Jon 4:1–11
Lk 11:1–4
Thursday

Friday
October 13
Weekday
Jl 1:13–15; 2:1–2
Lk 11:15–26

Saturday
October 14
Weekday
Jl 4:12–21
Lk 11:27–28
Sunday
October 15
Twenty-Eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Is 25:6–10a
Phil 4:12–14, 19–20
Mt 22:1–14

A Word From Pope Francis
“The prayer of praise is a Christian prayer, for all of us. In the
Mass, every day, when we sing the ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’, this is a
prayer of praise: we praise God for his greatness because he
is great. And we address him with beautiful words because it
pleases us to do this. The prayer of praise bears fruit in us.
Sarah danced as she celebrated her fertility—at the age of ninety! This fruitfulness gives praise to God. Men and women who praise the Lord...bear fruit.”

—Address to the Catholic Fraternity
of Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships, October 31, 2014
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SHUTTERSTOCK

October 12
Weekday
Mal 3:13–20b
Lk 11:5–13

iturgical dance is dance movement forming a part of official worship.
Through it, people in a community express their joy at God’s blessings,
foreshadowing the joy of heaven.
Dance, in many cultures, is a sign of joy. We dance at weddings, birthday
celebrations, and anniversaries. People from both Eastern and Western
traditions use dance as a
form of expression, and
some incorporate it into
their religious rites. Jewish
worship includes dance on
certain feasts, such as the
Simhat Torah, where the holy
scrolls are part of the sacred
movement.
In the United States, the
practice of liturgical dance
began to grow following
Vatican II, but it was not readily accepted. Since dance in Western culture is
viewed by some as an expression of love, intimacy, or diversion, the Church’s
approach is reserved. In 1975, the Vatican repeated this and said that because
the Roman rite does not include dance as part of worship, inclusion of dance in
liturgy is not appropriate (“The Religious Dance, an Expression of Spiritual Joy,”
Notitiae 11, 202–205).
We see dancing in our parishes and at diocesan celebrations; however, it
should occur outside of the liturgy.
Fr. John Schmidt, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

October 15, 2017
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 25:6–10a
Phil 4:12–14, 19–20
Mt 22:1–14

We’re the Supporting Cast

L

ife can make us think we are in control of our
lives. We plan, think, execute, and succeed (or
fail). Then along comes an illness, an accident, a job
loss, or one of countless other things, and we realize
we really aren’t in control of much. This famous phrase
sums it up: Man proposes, God disposes.
We can transfer this same false assumption into
Piece: Still Life With Classical Elements, 1600s–1700s
Artist: Pietro Navarra
Location: Vatican Museums

our relationship with God and expect Mass, prayer,
and liturgy to wor for us, fill us, and entertain us.
But liturgy and prayer are about giving God his glory
above all else.
When we pray, and especially when we enter into
communal liturgy, we are reminded once again that
it is all about what God is doing. Isaiah says the Lord
will provide for all people. God will provide! We
might prepare, serve, or participate, but the director,
producer, and main actor is God. We are
the supporting cast. That is why liturgy
is not so much about our planning,
participation, or entertainment but about
entering into harmony with God’s action
and praising him as he asks.
The same point can be found in the
Gospel. The king sends out invitations
for his son’s wedding and prepares the
feast. He adjusts to the unexpected lack
of interest and invites others. The ones
who arrive are the ones the master has
invited.
It would be foolish for one of the
invited guests to vaunt their importance.
Their role is to humbly enjoy and
gracefully help the king and the
newlyweds to shine on their night!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
What attitudes do I regularly bring
with me to Mass? Is Mass about my
pleasure or God’s glory? How often do I
serve even when there’s nothing in it for
me? How can I commit to more unselfish
service?

“I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me....My God will fully supply
whatever you need, in accord with his glorious riches in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:13, 19).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
October 16
Weekday
Rom 1:1–7
Lk 11:29–32

I try my best to live as God asks, but I make a lot
of mistakes and I don’t always feel God’s presence.
How can I know that God loves me?

Tuesday
October 17
St. Ignatius of Antioch,
Bishop and Martyr
Rom 1:16–25
Lk 11:37–41

M

Thursday
October 19
Sts. John de Brébeuf and
Isaac Jogues, Priests, and
Companions, Martyrs
Rom 3:21–30
Lk 11:47–54
Friday
October 20
Weekday
Rom 4:1–8
Lk 12:1–7

Saturday
October 21
Weekday
Rom 4:13, 16–18
Lk 12:8–12
Sunday
October 22
Twenty-Ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4–6
1 Thes 1:1–5b
Mt 22:15–21

YURY ZAP/SHUTTERSTOCK

Wednesday
October 18
St. Luke,
Evangelist
2 Tm 4:10–17b
Lk 10:1–9

ost people, at one time or another, find themselves as ing this very
question. There comes a time in any developing spirituality and
awareness of God when it is necessary to ask the question and then come to a
faith conviction that we are, indeed, loved.
When we ask ourselves the question, “Does God love me?” we are also
asking ourselves, “Do I love
me?” It is very hard for the
average person to answer
that question, but for those
who have a tendency to dwell
on every mistake, even after
receiving forgiveness through
the sacrament of reconciliation
or who hold themselves to a
standard of perfection, it can be
even more difficult. They may
find themselves as ing, ow can
God love me when I have all of
these thoughts and these feelings? Surely my life is displeasing to God.”
od loved you first. od s love started everything off. ecause od first
loved you, he gave you life. God does love you, no matter what you have done,
and he offers forgiveness and mercy through reconciliation when you are
truly sorry. There is nothing you can possibly do to make God stop loving you.
When God loves, he loves for keeps. He will not change. He will always be
faithful in his love for you. That is why the Bible tells us: “God is love.”
Adapted from Understanding Scrupulosity by Fr. Thomas Santa, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
“Man takes control of everything, he believes he is God, he believes
he is king. And wars...they do not exactly help to sow the seed of
life but to destroy. It is an industry of destruction. It is also a system,
also of life, that when things cannot be fixed they are discarded: we
discard children, we discard the old, we discard unemployed youth.
This devastation has created the culture of waste....May the Lord help us and give us the
grace of this hope, but also the grace of courage to emerge from all this destruction...to
wal in the hope of finding ourselves one day face to face with im.
—Homily, Solemnity of All Saints, November 1, 2014
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October 22, 2017
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 45:1, 4–6
1 Thes 1:1–5b
Mt 22:15–21

Our Divine Mark

and it assured them of protection. Once the Caesars
declared themselves divine, their statue also required
ave you ever wondered why so many ancient
sacrifice and worship.
busts of emperors and gods still exist? In any
The image of the Caesar marked what belonged to
major museum around the world, you’ll see rows of
him: from land, to money, to people, to prayer. If you
these masterful sculptures. The Vatican Museums
were under his image, you belonged to him.
have one of the best of these collections. The photo
We also carry the mark of a divine image that
was taken in one of the galleries.
indicates to whom we belong. Each
Thousands of busts and statues of
human being is made in the image
For Reflection
the emperors and gods were produced
of od, to be his reflection. e are
Do I realize my dignity
for civil use in ancient times. Just like
sculpted and formed to reflect the artist
and value doesn’t come
the American president’s portrait is in
who made us. God gives humans dignity
from others’ opinions
every US embassy, so Caesar’s sculpted
because we are an eternal reflection
or even my opinion, but
form was all over the Roman Empire.
of God’s free, intelligent, artful, and
from God’s gift?
For example, a bust would be placed
beautiful nature. Our inalienable rights,
Do I render to God what
in the town squares of the outlying
rooted in our spiritual and rational
he deserves for all he has
territories to indicate that a border
nature, come from our Creator, as do our
given me?
population belonged to the Roman
duties. No government or individual can
Empire. The sculptures of Roman gods
give or take them away.
were also set up in public places around town so that
It is proper to render unto Caesar what is his, but
a certain religious unity was preserved. Being within
both Caesar and his subjects must render to God what
the empire obliged citizens to pay tributes and taxes,
belongs to God. —Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

H

Pieces: Roman busts and statues
Artists: Various
Location: Chiaramonti Museum–Braccio Nuovo Gallery, Vatican Museums

He said to them, “Whose image is this and whose inscription?” They replied, “Caesar’s.”
At that he said to them, “Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar
and to God what belongs to God” (Matthew 22:20–21).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
October 23
Weekday
Rom 4:20–25
Lk 12:13–21

Would you kindly address the issue of donating
to charities? I’m sure others receive requests
for money from many different organizations.
I feel guilty discarding letters with pictures of
starving children, when I eat well.

Tuesday
October 24
Weekday
Rom 5:12, 15b,
17–19, 20b–21
Lk 12:35–38

I

Wednesday
October 25
Weekday
Rom 6:12–18
Lk 12:39–48

PINKOMELE/SHUTTERSOCK

Thursday
October 26
Weekday
Rom 6:19–23
Lk 12:49–53
Friday
October 27
Weekday
Rom 7:18–25a
Lk 12:54–59

Saturday
October 28
Sts. Simon and Jude,
Apostles
Eph 2:19–22
Lk 6:12–16
Sunday
October 29
Thirtieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ex 22:20–26
1 Thes 1:5c–10
Mt 22:34–40

have the same dilemma. I live in the richest country in the world. I could
live much more simply and dispose of all the income I don’t need. But to
do so would require a substantial change in lifestyle and would undoubtedly
be viewed by many as irresponsible.
Some are called to live a life of
radical giving and radical poverty.
Others—most of us—are called
to live simply according to our
circumstances and needs. We’re
called to be generous, but we’re
also expected to plan for the
future, provide for our families,
and seriously accept the other
responsibilities before us.
It is not necessary to respond
to every particular need for which
you receive an appeal, no matter
how needy or worthy it may be. Choose a representative sampling of charities
that you feel you can support, and discard the other appeals. Do so in good
conscience. f, in the future, you find yourself to be in a situation where you
can be even more generous, then by all means choose to do so.
Adapted from Understanding Scrupulosity: Questions and Encouragement,
by Fr. Thomas Santa, CSsR, © 2017 Liguori Publications,
Sundaybulletin@liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
Profit and capital are not a good over and above the human
person; they are at the service of the common good. When
the common good is used only at the service of profit and
capital, this has a name: it is called exclusion, and through it
the throwaway culture gets stronger and stronger.
—Homily in Ciudad Juárez, Mexico, February 17, 2016
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October 29, 2017
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Ex 22:20–26
1 Thes 1:5c–10
Mt 22:34–40

Jesus Gave and Asks for All

J

esus was a radical. This is expressed by the word
all in today’s Gospel: all your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind. What does that word leave out?
That’s right, nothing! Jesus gave it all, and he asks for
it all. That is radical.
esus is the first one to give us the example of this
total and self-giving surrender to God the Father. When
prayer was more important than sleep, he prayed.
When he had to go without food, like in the desert,
he did. When he knew that God wanted him to stay in
town, he did. And when it was time to move on, he did
as well. When he knew God wanted him to preach a
word of compassion or condemnation, he did, regardless
of whether the person was a beggar, Peter, Pilate, or
Herod. He gave all his heart, mind, and soul to God.
And what about loving his neighbor as himself?
He loved not only his perfect immaculate Mother, but
he also loved his imperfect fellow human beings: his
apostles, disciples, and fellow Jews whose faith and
understanding were slow. He loved Judas and chased
down discouraged apostles heading to Emmaus.
He loved his enemies just as much. Tax collectors,
publicans, Roman soldiers, Samaritans all received
words and acts of love. The poor also had a special
place in his heart, as was evident by his many miracles
of soul and body for them.
His love even went beyond those people he
encountered in his life and reached everyone for
all times. He established the sacraments and his
Church to accompany on their earthly pilgrimage all
those who would follow him throughout history. He
descended into hell to save those who had gone before
him and opened heaven.
In short, he gave it all! And so he can ask the same
from us as well.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: The Crucifixion, 1300s
Artist: Pietro da Rimini
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
What next thing is Jesus asking for as you strive
toward giving him your all? There is joy that comes
from giving our all. Do I experience that joy?

[Jesus] said..., “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:37).
© 2017 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
October 30
Weekday
Rom 8:12–17
Lk 13:10–17

How do our prayers actually help people who are
deceased? I keep thinking it should be the other
way around: The deceased should pray for us!
After all, they have it made—and we don’t.

Tuesday
October 31
Weekday
Rom 8:18–25
Lk 13:18–21

F

Wednesday
November 1
All Saints Day
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3
Mt 5:1–12a
Thursday
November 2
Commemoration of
All the Faithful Departed
Wis 3:1–9
Rom 5:5–11
or Rom 6:3–9
Jn 6:37–40
PEXELS

Friday
November 3
Weekday
Rom 9:1–5
Lk 14:1–6
Saturday
November 4
St. Charles Borromeo,
Bishop
Rom 11:1–2a,
11–12, 25–29
Lk 14:1, 7–11
Sunday
November 5
Thirty-First Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Mal 1:14b—2:2b, 8–10
1 Thes 2:7b–9, 13
Mt 23:1–12

rom the early days of the Church, there has been a tradition of
remembering those who have died. In the fourth century, Bishop Cyril of
Jerusalem noted in his catechetical instructions how, in the eucharistic prayer,
we remember those who have died in two different ways. First, we remember
those special ones who have fallen asleep, the fathers and mothers of our faith,
the prophets, the apostles, and the martyrs. And we ask that God enable us to
share in their inheritance, thanks to
their prayers and intercessions for us.
This is still the case. At every Mass,
we remind God that we rely on Mary
and the saints to intercede for us.
But also at every Eucharist, since
the early days of the Church, when
we pray for those who have died, we
are reminded that love lasts more
than a lifetime. It reaches out across
time and space, and even across the
divide of death. When we have loved,
we yearn for the beloved to live on, not just in memory but in a place that is
beyond suffering and tears. And we yearn to see that loved one again. This is
one of the most telling reasons why we pray for the dead. It tells us something
about ourselves as men and women made in the image of God, God’s children
who wish what God wishes: that no one be lost, that all be redeemed.
Adapted from Dear Padre: Questions People Ask,
© 2003 Liguori Publications, Sundaybulletin@liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
Jesus did not say: “One of you go,” but “All of you go”:
we are sent together. Dear young friends, be aware of the
companionship of the whole Church and also the communion
of the saints on this mission….Jesus did not call the Apostles
to live in isolation, he called them to form a group, a
community.
—Homily at annual World Youth Day, July 28, 2013
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