April 1, 2018
Easter (B)
Acts 10:34a, 37–43
Col 3:1–4 or 1 Cor 5:6b–8
Jn 20:1–9 or Mk 16:1–7

Victory!

F

r. Lorenzo Ricci,
SJ, placed this
painting in the chapel
commemorating the
spot outside Rome where
Ignatius had a vision
confirming his desire to
ask the pope to found the
Jesuit order. It’s significant
because Fr. Lorenzo
enthroned this painting as
a symbolic act just before
the order was suppressed
throughout the Portuguese
and Spanish Empires. It was
one of their darkest hours.
Piece: The Resurrection, early 1800s
We all have dark
Artist: Domenico Cresti
Location: Pinacoteca, Vatican Museums
moments in our histories.
It seems death will swallow
us; that God has abandoned
us, and there is no solution. The darkness in the
Savior gone. Victory was being won even as they slept.
painting suggests just that—the world of darkness and
Entrust your ways to the Lord and he will act. God
despair without the light of Christ. The soldiers sleep,
is at work winning your salvation! Do not let hope be
the cold world waits below, and a once-strong trunk is
vanquished! Hold on. Trust in him. Victory is right
dry and sapped of vigor.
around the corner!
Above, the beautiful Christ figure is surrounded in
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
light, while he hoists the victory standard: the bloodred cross of martyrdom set upon the pure white of
resurrection. He, like a new Moses, is leading them
into the promised land of eternal life.
For Reflection
These contrasting scenes of darkness and light are
Do I trust in Christ’s power, which I cannot see,
the message of the painting and of the resurrection
more than the problems that I can see?
itself. Peter, John, and Mary Magdalene had locked
Do I believe God is a good Father and only permits
themselves at home, engulfed in darkness, fear, and
that which leads to greater glory for both of us?
sadness. The next morning they arrive to the tomb
only to find it open and the body of their beloved

Think of what is above, not what is on earth.
Colossians 3:2
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Calendar
Monday
April 2
Octave of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22–33
Mt 28:8–15

I’ve just returned from a visit to the Holy Land.
When we visited the tomb of Jesus, we saw a simple
marble slab in a small chapel. Is our faith based on
an empty tomb?

Tuesday
April 3
Octave of Easter
Acts 2:36–41
Jn 20:11–18

I

Wednesday
April 4
Octave of Easter
Acts 3:1–10
Lk 24:13–35

Friday
April 6
Octave of Easter
Acts 4:1–12
Jn 21:1–14
Saturday
April 7
Octave of Easter
Acts 4:13–21
Mk 16:9–15
Sunday
April 8
Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 4:32–35
1 Jn 5:1–6
Jn 20:19–31

CNS PHOTO/AMMAR AWAD, REUTERS

Thursday
April 5
Octave of Easter
Acts 3:11–26
Lk 24:35–48

am happy to answer your question on this highest truth of our faith—the
resurrection of Jesus. Our faith in the resurrection is not based on an
empty tomb or a little marble slab. There are many explanations for an empty
tomb, most which would not contribute to the belief in Jesus’ resurrection.
Our faith in the resurrection rests not only on the physical reality of the empty
tomb but, more importantly, on the eyewitness accounts of those who saw Jesus,
talked to him, and walked with him after his resurrection.
There are many reports in the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles that
chronicle the appearance of Jesus after the resurrection. Details vary, but one
constant is found in all
the accounts: Those
who saw the risen Lord
had such a powerful
experience that they
couldn’t keep it to
themselves. They had to
run and tell somebody.
Think of this as a
Christian “big bang
theory.” Jesus’ followers had such a tremendous initial experience of the
risen Lord that they could not hold it in. They told their friends, neighbors—
anyone who would listen. Excitement spread to neighboring villages and
hamlets, then to surrounding countries and cultures. Eventually, Christianity
expanded, sometimes under great persecution, throughout the world. Could
such endurance and dynamism result from only an empty tomb? No. Only an
experience of the risen Jesus could bring this about.
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word From Pope Francis
We Christians are all called to communicate this message of
resurrection to those we meet, especially to those who suffer, to
those who are alone, to those who find themselves in precarious
conditions, to the sick, to refugees, to the marginalized.
—Regina Caeli, April 10, 2016
© 2018 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish has been granted on October 12, 2017, by
the Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in
this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in
any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Design: Wendy Barnes. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.

April 8, 2018
Second Sunday of Easter (B)
Acts 4:32–35
1 Jn 5:1–6
Jn 20:19–31

Leaning
Upon God

T

Piece: The Embrace, 1980
Artist: Pedro Cano
Location: Vatican Museums

his painting is a
powerful image of
paternal love and union. It
recalls the historic moment
when St. John Paul II, at the
Mass of his elevation to the
papacy, embraced his lifelong
mentor, Stefan Cardinal
Wyszyński. The painting is a
moment frozen in time that
represents something much
bigger than the event that
inspired it.
The two figures are barely
distinguishable. They seem
to be fused, like two figures
carved out of one piece of
marble. It is the mutual love
of giving and receiving that
makes this exchange so
moving. Indeed, it reminds us
of the embrace of love we seek
in this life from our loved ones
as well as in eternal life. There
is no distance between them, rancor, or questioning—
only the total happiness of being united with a friend.
The pope’s strong, broad shoulders are penetrated
by the grasping hands of the one embraced. There is
a clenching need to find security in the other. We all
search for love, forgiveness, and for strength we do not
find in ourselves. We wish our faith were stronger but,
the truth is, we need to be constantly turning to God
for his mercy.
Yet, he is pleased to be our rock upon which we
lean, the one we can touch in our doubt. Turn to him

in need, for he is happy to save you from the trials of
this life. He wants to be the risen one who restores our
faith. He rejoices that we need him and return to him.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Do I find security in the love of another in a healthy
way? Is it the fruit of giving and not possessing?
Is my strongest foundation in the love and mercy of
Jesus?

[Jesus said,] “Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”
John 20:29
© 2018 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
April 9
Annunciation of the Lord
Is 7:10–14; 8:10
Heb 10:4–10
Lk 1:26–38
Tuesday
April 10
Easter Weekday
Acts 4:32–37
Jn 3:7b–15
Wednesday
April 11
St. Stanislaus,
Bishop and Martyr
Acts 5:17–26
Jn 3:16–21

Friday
April 13
Easter Weekday
Acts 5:34–42
Jn 6:1–15

Saturday
April 14
Easter Weekday
Acts 6:1–7
Jn 6:16–21
Sunday
April 15
Third Sunday
of Easter
Acts 3:13–15, 17–19
1 Jn 2:1–5a
Lk 24:35–48

T

he liturgical assembly at Mass isn’t a random collection of individuals;
rather, the faithful form a holy people to give thanks to God. “They are
consequently to avoid any appearance of singularity or division....This unity is
beautifully apparent from the gestures and bodily postures observed together
by the faithful” (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 95–96). Moreover,
unity is achieved in the vocal prayers
and responses at Mass, “that, gathered
into one body by the Holy Spirit,” we
“may truly become a living sacrifice in
Christ” (Eucharistic Prayer IV).
The Eucharistic Prayer—the
preeminent prayer of the Church—
is voiced by the priest on everyone’s
behalf. All participate in the collective
prayer by our acclamations throughout:
the dialogue preface, Sanctus, memorial, and great amen. Here we express our
belief in the mystery of faith and our unity in the Church’s prayer.
The revised Roman Missal omitted the memorial acclamation, “Christ has
died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again,” because there’s no equivalent text
in the original Latin and also because it’s more of a proclamation of faith than
a prayer.
Likewise, “My Lord and my God” is a proclamation of faith that may be for
some an entirely appropriate response for a believer as the host is raised, but
the Church provides three communal prayers as acclamations immediately
following the consecration. Any personal expression should be said quietly to
preserve the unity of the Mass.
Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
Mercy warms the heart and makes it sensitive to the needs of
brothers and sisters with sharing and participation. Thus, mercy
requires everyone to be instruments of justice, reconciliation, and
peace. Let us never forget that mercy is the keystone in the life of
faith, and the concrete form by which we make Jesus’ resurrection visible.
—Divine Mercy Sunday, April 23, 2017
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Thursday
April 12
Easter Weekday
Acts 5:27–33
Jn 3:31–36

When our priest raises the host during the
consecration at Mass, a parishioner says out loud,
“My Lord and my God!” Am I out of line to feel this
isn’t right?

April 15, 2018
Third Sunday of Easter (B)
Acts 3:13–15, 17–19
1 Jn 2:1–5a
Lk 24:35–48

Sharing
Our Wounds

Piece: The Scenes From the
Life of Christ, 1517-1519
Artist: Raphael and
collaborators
Location: Thirteenth vault
of the Raphael Loggia,
Sistine Chapel

T

he glorified Jesus is not
easy for the apostles to
recognize. There is a deep truth
here. The Twelve are startled and
terrified to see Jesus again. In fact,
they even think they are seeing a
ghost. Their fear and lack of faith
makes it impossible to see him
for who he is—their resurrected
Savior. Before they can truly see,
they need to first accept him and
believe.
And how does Jesus prove
his identity to them? He shows
them his wounds, the signs of
his suffering and crucifixion. We
often want to hide our wounds.
We are ashamed of them and
afraid of how others will react
if they really knew. But Jesus,
unashamed, shows his wounds
and uses them as signs of who he
is.
There is a message for us here.
We need to allow our brokenness
to find fullness and resurrection in Christ. It is at that
point that the love of God is perfected in us. First we
need to acknowledge our wounds and not bury or hide
them. Then we need to admit our need for healing.
Finally, through prayer, confession, and help from
those who love us, we allow Jesus’ redemptive love to
wash over our wounds and give us renewal, rebirth,
and healing.
As a result, like Jesus, we will no longer be ashamed

of our wounds, but rather we will share them as
evidence of the power of Jesus Christ.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection

Is there an area of my heart and
life where I need Jesus’ healing?
Am I confident in God’s power to raise me up out of
my weakness?

The author of life you put to death,
but God raised him from death; of this we are witnesses.
Acts 3:15
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Calendar
Monday
April 16
Easter Weekday
Acts 6:8–15
Jn 6:22–29

I read my horoscope in the daily newspaper
faithfully. Is there anything wrong with this?
I don’t take what it says seriously, but sometimes
the predictions do come true.

Tuesday
April 17
Easter Weekday
Acts 7:51—8:1a
Jn 6:30–35

M

Thursday
April 19
Easter Weekday
Acts 8:26–40
Jn 6:44–51
Friday
April 20
Easter Weekday
Acts 9:1–20
Jn 6:52–59
Saturday
April 21
Easter Weekday
Acts 9:31–42
Jn 6:60–69
Sunday
April 22
Fourth Sunday
of Easter
Acts 4:8–12
1 Jn 3:1–2
Jn 10:11–18

KASPARS GRINVALDS / SHUTTERSTOCK

Wednesday
April 18
Easter Weekday
Acts 8:1b–8
Jn 6:35–40

any people enjoy reading their daily horoscopes as a form of
entertainment. Like you, they don’t take it seriously. When it’s
approached in this lighthearted way, there is no sin. Others, however, take
their horoscopes seriously. Perhaps they don’t realize what might underlie
their fascination with it. Could it be a desire to escape responsibility? It’s a
cop-out to believe horoscope advice like, “If the position of the stars makes
you act a certain way, then you’re
not responsible for your actions.”
This thinking doesn’t acknowledge
that God, as Lord of the universe,
is the creator of these stars and
their movements. It’s absurd to
ascribe mystical powers to the stars
themselves as if they could influence us
independently of God’s providence.
What about predictions that come
true? Reread that horoscope and you’ll usually find it was worded in such a
general way that it would fit almost any situation. There’s also the aspect of
the self-fulfilling prophecy. If you think you’re going to have a certain type of
day, you are more likely to have that type of day. Your approach affects your
day, not an outside force.
The future will always contain unknowns. For Christians, however, the
unknown is cushioned by the belief that all things are in the providential
hands of a loving God.
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
From Understanding Scrupulosity: Questions and Encouragement, © 2017 Liguori Publications

A Word From Pope Francis
Jesus tells us that the path to encountering him is to find his
wounds. We find Jesus’ wounds in carrying out works of mercy,
giving to…the body of your wounded brother, because he is
hungry…because he’s in jail, because he is in the hospital.
Those are the wounds of Jesus today.
—Homily, feast of St. Thomas the Apostle, July 3, 2013
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April 22, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Easter (B)
Acts 4:8–12
1 Jn 3:1–2
Jn 10:11–18

A Love-Filled Sacrifice

A

t the center of this painting, Renato Guttuso
(1912-1987) places the piercing reality of pain
represented by the hand of Jesus. The dark reds,
blacks, and blues give way to the brightness of the
oranges, yellows, and whites. This choice of palate is
purposeful. Death is depicted with the same palate
as a sunset, when
Piece: Hands of the Crucified, 1965
darkness closes in on
Artist: Renato Guttuso
the light. But then
Location: Vatican Museums
night gives way to the
colors of the sunrise
when new life springs
forth. The brutal
darkness that leads to
his death is replaced
by the light-giving
act of the love of God.
The Good
Shepherd also shows
the beauty of this
love-filled sacrifice.
This is why the
Father loves Jesus;
because he lays down
his life for us. He has
the power to do so
and does it freely.
This is because the
Shepherd’s mission
and vocation is centered on the good of the sheep.
They are the center of his daily cares and concerns.
Jesus tells us that you and I are the utter focus of his
heart and life. You are worth it. It is a beautiful thing
to be loved by someone. Imagine if this someone is
God himself.

As modern as this painting looks, the artist honors
a traditional symbol. Byzantine art often depicted the
blood from Jesus’ side falling into a chalice to connect
the passion of Jesus with the eucharistic sacrifice.
Notice that the artist does the same by showing the
blood falling into a simple chalice with a host at its
center.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Jesus, how well do I imitate your love by sacrificing
for others?
Do I seek salvation, peace, and healing from Jesus?

[Jesus said,] “I am the good shepherd.
A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
John 10:11
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Calendar
Monday
April 23
Easter Weekday
Acts 11:1–18
Jn 10:1–10

Every time I pick up a Catholic magazine, I read
articles about taking care of our environment.
Shouldn’t Christians be more concerned with
the big problems in the world—such as war,
hunger, and sickness?

Tuesday
April 24
Easter Weekday
Acts 11:19–26
Jn 10:22–30

T

Thursday
April 26
Easter Weekday
Acts 13:13–25
Jn 13:16–20
Friday
April 27
Easter Weekday
Acts 13:26–33
Jn 14:1–6

Saturday
April 28
Easter Weekday
Acts 13:44–52
Jn 14:7–14
Sunday
April 29
Fifth Sunday
of Easter
Acts 9:26–31
1 Jn 3:18–24
Jn 15:1–8

ALFA PHOTOSTUDIO / SHUTTERSTOCK

Wednesday
April 25
St. Mark,
Evangelist
1 Pt 5:5b–14
Mk 16:15–20

he world’s big problems as you name them are not as disconnected
to the environment as they seem. The depletion of natural resources
displaces people, and their forced migration can create social conflict.
Droughts impact some of the estimated 800 million undernourished people
globally. Climate affects certain diseases and their transmission.
In his encyclical Laudato si’, Pope Francis wrote, “The deterioration of
the environment and of society affects the most vulnerable people on the
planet” (LS 48). He adds that a solution
to the crisis demands an approach that
is both social and environmental in
“combating poverty, restoring dignity
to the excluded, and at the same time,
protecting nature” (LS 139).
Thus, we can’t feed the hungry or visit
the ill, then dump toxins on the ground
and claim we love God’s creation. We
can’t defend the unborn and exploit the
environment upon which all life depends. Love demands that we act with care
toward all creation, since we cannot sever creation from the Creator. If we
respect the earth, we’ll find it easy to revere the war-torn, the hungry, and the
sick.
Moreover, Catholic print and electronic media must help call attention to
environmental concerns because they involve our Christian duty to act upon
the physical world in a way that respects its relationship to God.
The Redemptorists | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
The grave environmental crisis facing our world demands an
ever greater sensitivity to the relationship between human
beings and nature. We have a responsibility to pass on the
beauty of nature in its integrity to future generations, and an
obligation to exercise a just stewardship of the gifts we have received.
—Visit to Kenya, November 25, 2015
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April 29, 2018
Fifth Sunday of Easter (B)
Acts 9:26–31
1 Jn 3:18–24
Jn 15:1–8

The Vine and the Branches Become One

J

esus himself picked the image of the vine to
describe the reality of our being united to him and
the Father. And this was not lost on early Christians.
One of the first images they used to mark their graves
was the vine and branches.

An amazing thing about a vine and its branches
is that you can’t tell the difference between them.
Look at a grapevine and try to determine which is the
branch and which is the vine or trunk. You can’t, since
it appears as one seamless reality. Jesus invites us to be
so close to him that we appear to be just like
him—“other Christs,” as our name Christian
suggests!
Second, the sap that springs from the vine,
runs through the branches, and matures in
the fruit is all the same. The life in Jesus and
the life in us as Christians are the same. He
has given us the same Spirit that animated
him, the Holy Spirit.
This is why Jesus can guarantee that, if we
remain in him by listening to his word and
following his Spirit, we will definitely bear
much fruit. His word and Spirit cannot remain
sterile in us.
The most important result of being united
to Jesus and bearing fruit is that not only
Piece: Sarcophagus With the
Good Shepherd and Symbolic
will we be united to him in this life, but this
Vine, fourth century
friendship will last for all eternity. That’s why
Artist: Unknown
early Christians put vines on their tombs.
Location: Vatican Museums
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Do I find ways to regularly read and hear the
word of God?
What symbols would sincerely represent the
way I live my life?

The Church…was being built up and walked in the fear of the Lord,
and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.
Acts 9:31
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Calendar
Monday
April 30
Easter Weekday
Acts 14:5–18
Jn 14:21–26

Just last week, my parish ran a “join up”
campaign at all the Masses. I felt guilty because
I didn’t sign up for anything. Do I have an
obligation to join any of the parish organizations?

Tuesday
May 1
Easter Weekday
Acts 14:19–28
Jn 14:27–31a

W

Thursday
May 3
Sts. Philip and James,
Apostles
1 Cor 15:1–8
Jn 14:6–14
Friday
May 4
Easter Weekday
Acts 15:22–31
Jn 15:12–17
Saturday
May 5
Easter Weekday
Acts 16:1–10
Jn 15:18–21
Sunday
May 6
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:25–26, 34–35,
44–48
1 Jn 4:7–10
Jn 15:9–17
or
Acts 10:25–26, 34–35,
44–48
1 Jn 4:11–16
Jn 17:11b–19

CNS PHOTO/COURTESY CATHOLIC EXTENSION

Wednesday
May 2
St. Athanasius, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Acts 15:1–6
Jn 15:1–8

hen you join any of your parish organizations, you will experience a
network of people dedicated to building up the body of Christ through
the various parish ministries.
According to the Code of Canon Law, the baptized are fundamentally united
in the communio fidelium, “a dynamic reality requiring the active participation
of all the faithful in the Church’s life and mission” (Canon 209). It finds visible
expression through public worship and through the exercise of obligations
and rights. As a parish member, you are obligated to maintain communion
with the Church; to fulfill your particular duties to the universal Church and
your parish church; to live
a holy life and promote the
growth of the Church; to work
to spread the gospel; and to
follow what the pastor and
bishops declare as teachers
of the faith and leaders of the
Church (Canons 209–212).
Laypeople are called to
infuse their faith in Christ
through all their undertakings
in the secular world and within the Church. The various organized ministries
of the parish offer ways that you, as a parishioner, can fulfill some of those
obligations as you are able, in the Church’s life and mission inside and
outside your parish. Perhaps you will rethink your decision to not sign up for
anything. It’s never too late to become a parish volunteer!
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
Adapted from Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word From Pope Francis
The Holy Spirit, in the variety of his gifts, unites us and enables
us to contribute to the building up of the Church in holiness….
Let us ask the Lord to help us to take an ever more active part in
the Church’s life and mission. —General audience, June 26, 2013
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