April 7, 2019
Fifth Sunday of Lent (C)
Is 43:16–21
Phil 3:8–14
Jn 8:1–11

Jesus Comes to Our Defense

T

“Has no one condemned you?”….Then Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.
Go, [and] from now on do not sin any more.”
John 8:10–11
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oday’s drawing places the viewer
outside the Gospel scene looking
in. We’re behind the darkened figures
standing at a door. We see Jesus in full
view, standing in the light blocking
the accusers’ way toward the woman.
He’s clearly coming to her defense as he
listens, unmoved by their story.
Oftentimes we may feel that Jesus
stands more as an accuser than a savior.
He’s there to point out what we should
do in the future, didn’t do in the past,
or aren’t doing in the present. This isn’t
the Jesus the Gospel presents. He stands
to defend the sinner before her accusers.
Even to those who so blatantly hurt him,
Jesus said “Father, forgive them, they
know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).
Sometimes it is hard to let go of an
erring view of God. It can be comforting
to have someone to blame or fear. Look at
St. Paul: He was a zealous persecutor of
Christians. Yet, having found Christ, he
Piece: Christ and the Sinner, 1911
let go of his erroneous view of God and
Artist: Max Beckmann
let Jesus come to his defense. He let go of
Location: Vatican Museums
the guilt of his sinful past and his desire
to save himself through his own works.
He considered it all trash to be discarded and forgotten
For Reflection
as he held on to faith in Jesus.
We need to leave our evil deeds in his merciful heart
Do negative thoughts about myself or my past limit
and forget them there. The sacrament of reconciliation
my experience of God’s love?
offers the best opportunity to do so. Let him stand
When have I truly known the redemption of Christ?
at the door of your heart, defending you from those
Remember that moment of mercy and take strength
sinister accusers of your past who would haul you back
from it.
—Fr.
Mark
Haydu,
LC
into the darkness.

Calendar
Monday
APRIL 8
Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17,
19-30, 33-62 or
Dn 13:41c-62
Jn 8:12–20

Incense in church irritates my eyes.
Is it really needed?

S

Tuesday
APRIL 9
Lenten Weekday
Nm 21:4–9
Jn 8:21–30
Wednesday
APRIL 10
Lenten Weekday
Dn 3:14–20, 91–92, 95
Jn 8:31–42
Thursday
APRIL 11
Lenten Weekday
Gn 17:3–9
Jn 8:51–59

Saturday
APRIL 13
Lenten Weekday
Ez 37:21–28
Jn 11:45–56
Sunday
APRIL 14
Palm Sunday
of the Lord’s Passion
Lk 19:28–40
Is 50:4–7
Phil 2:6–11
Lk 22: 14—23:56
or Lk 23:1–49

CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Friday
APRIL 12
Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10–13
Jn 10:31–42

ome churches, for example, limit incensation to only the sanctuary to
minimize discomfort by those with allergies in the congregation.
Although incense is optional at Mass (General Instruction of the Roman
Missal, 276), and therefore isn’t “needed” per se, the question of its occasional
use is more than a mere necessity issue.
The US Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy writes, “Since worship engages
Christians fully, in every aspect of their being, they worship God with their
bodies and feelings as well as their minds and spirits, with their hands and
feet as well as their eyes and ears. The non-verbal elements of the Liturgy can
express what cannot be articulated in words and, at times, can reinforce the
spoken word” (Introduction to the Order of the Mass, 27).
Incense is a powerful, solemn expression of prayer, purification, and
reverence that reinforces the spoken word in worship and praise. It “suggests
both the otherness of the transcendent God and the cloud that symbolized
God’s glory and presence in the midst of the Israelites” (Introduction to the
Order of Mass, 58). The
fragrance is intended to
awaken our senses and
the rising swirl of smoke
represents our lifted hearts
in prayer. “The smoke of
the incense along with the
prayers of the holy ones
went up before God from
the hand of the angel”
(Revelation 8:4).
Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
Jesus…taught that the true battlefield, where violence and
peace meet, is the human heart….When he stopped her
accusers from stoning the woman caught in adultery, and when,
on the night before he died, he told Peter to put away his
sword, Jesus marked out the path of nonviolence.
—World Day of Peace, January 1, 2017
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April 14, 2019
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (C)
Lk 19:28–40
Is 50:4–7, Phil 2:6–11
Lk 22:14—23:56 or Lk 23:1–49

Our Call to Face
Down Evil

W

Piece: Crucifixion, 1914
Artist: Max Ernst
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
What extra time will you take to be with your Lord who
suffers for you?
How can you show your love to him in a special way this
week?

They crucified him and the criminals there….Then Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”
Luke 23:33–34
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e come to the holiest week of the year. This
week, Christians around the world dedicate
their minds and hearts to meditate on the great gift
of the redemption won for them by Christ. It is a
cosmic event that happened 2,000 years ago but it
bears fruit today in the heart of every Christian in
every continent, country, city, and home.
Max Ernst shows the crucifixion in cosmic,
timeless dimension by placing the crucified Christ
in a dark, tumultuous, and formless setting. The
sinister colors of blue, brown, yellow, and black seem
to hide a face or perhaps a masked and darkened eye
on the right that peers through the evil canvas.
As chaotic and nonsensical as evil appears in our
world, it also seems to have a commonality that
betrays a will or an intelligence hidden beneath the
surface. The suffering and destruction of so many
people from senseless violence, famine, and hatred
seems at once both spontaneous, yet strangely
orchestrated by some force.
The same was true for Christ’s crucifixion. On the
surface it appears the result of a feverish crowd, a
confused politician, a jealous and blinded religious
leadership, and an overwhelmed group of cowardly
followers. Yet we perceive the return of the tempter,
Lucifer, the author of the non serviam.
The power of evil that struck the head continues
to strike the body. Be aware of the call for all
followers of Jesus to be ready to face the same
struggle against evil that he did, and with the same
measure of love.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Calendar
Monday
APRIL 15
Holy Weekday
Is 42:1–7
Jn 12:1–11

I was recently diagnosed with cancer.
When I think about death now, I get scared.
The crucifixion and death of Jesus, surrounded
by dark skies, earthquakes, and opening tombs,
adds to my fright. Any words of encouragement?

Tuesday
APRIL 16
Holy Weekday
Is 49:1–6
Jn 13:21–33, 36–38
Wednesday
APRIL 17
Holy Weekday
Is 50:4–9a
Mt 26:14–25

T

Friday
APRIL 19
Good Friday
Is 52:13—53:12
Heb 4:14–16; 5:7–9
Jn 18:1—19:42
Saturday
APRIL 20
Holy Saturday
Gn 1:1—2:2
or Gn 1:1, 26–31a
Gn 22:1–18
or Gn 22:1–2, 9a,
10–13, 15–18
Ex 14:15—15:1
Is 54:5–14
Is 55:1–11
Bar 3:9–15, 32—4:4
Ez 36:16–17a, 18–28
Rom 6:3–11
Lk 24:1–12
Sunday
APRIL 21
Easter
Acts 10:34a, 37–43
Col 3:1–4
or 1 Cor 5:6b–8
Jn 20:1–9

SOLOVIOVA LIUDMYLA/SHUTTERSTOCK

Thursday
APRIL 18
Holy Thursday
Ex 12:1–8, 11–14
1 Cor 11:23–26
Jn 13:1–15

ransitions in life are always a bit frightening, and the transition of our
dying and rising can be the scariest of them all. When we were tiny
infants in our mother’s womb, we transitioned into life. We were not conscious
of what we were doing, and so we were not scared. We were in God’s hands.
And God, who creates all life, brought us to be born and live.
The same challenge faces you now as when you were in the womb. Even
though you are conscious of your sickness and your possible death, you are
still asked to leave it all in the hands of God. God, who brought you to life,
will travel with you through your dying and into the kingdom. Jesus certainly
showed us how to do this with his prayer during his crucifixion: “Father, into
your hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46).
People who have had near-death experiences
do not talk about how scary and frightening
it was. In fact, they speak about how peaceful
and full of light the journey was for them.
Most hated the idea of “returning” to their sick
bodies. This same journey of peace and light,
and the sense of God’s close presence to you,
can be yours in your last moments here.
Trust in God. Commend your spirit to God’s
care. God loves you! God will keep you safe and
lead you home!
Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
Let us ask for the grace to follow Jesus faithfully, not in words
but in deeds. Let us also ask for the patience to carry our own
cross, not to refuse it or set it aside, but rather, in looking to him,
to take it up and to carry it daily.
—Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017
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April 21, 2019
Easter (C)
Acts 10:34a, 37–43
Col 3:1–4 or 1 Cor 5:6b–8
Jn 20:1–9

Persevering in Pursuit of Jesus

T

Often we need to persevere in pursuing Jesus.
He doesn’t reveal himself to mere curiosity seekers.
Rather, he rewards those who seek him with sincerity
and who have accepted him deeply.
Jesus would find the person who was seeking him.
He called her by name because he knew her as no one
else. She had found her lost treasure and held on to it
with all her loving strength.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
What do I treasure?
What do I spend my time seeking after?
What saddens me the most when I don’t have it?

Piece: The Resurrection
of Christ, 1575
Artist: Hendrick van den Broeck
Location: Sistine Chapel

Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning,
while it was still dark, and saw the stone removed from the tomb.
John 20:1
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he key to our faith is the testimony of the
apostles who witnessed Jesus resurrected
from the dead. For this reason, the Easter scriptural
passages carefully record who saw him, when, and
under what circumstances.
Particularly powerful is the testimony of Mary
Magdalene. She was at the foot of the cross with Mary
and John. She saw Jesus’ passion and death in all its
brutal reality: carrying the cross, the nailing, spearing,
his last agonizing words, lowering his body from the
cross, cleaning his corpse, and anointing it according
to Jewish customs. She would have wrapped him in
linen and then stood outside the tomb as soldiers
sealed it shut. She, more than anyone, could testify
that he was most definitely dead.
Imagine her surprise when, early Sunday morning,
she found the stone rolled away and the tomb empty.
After Peter and John
came to confirm that it
was as she said, Mary
Magdalene stayed at
the tomb. Having been
forgiven much, she loved
much. Saint Gregory the
Great comments that
the woman who stayed
behind to seek Christ
was the only one to see
him, for perseverance
is essential to any good
deed.

Calendar
Monday
APRIL 22
Octave of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22–23
Mt 28:8–15

Is there any significance to the fact that the first
witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection were women?

Tuesday
APRIL 23
Octave of Easter
Acts 2:36–41
Jn 20:11–18

T

Wednesday
APRIL 24
Octave of Easter
Acts 3:1–10
Lk 24:13–35

Friday
APRIL 26
Octave of Easter
Acts 4:1–12
Jn 21:1–14
Saturday
APRIL 27
Octave of Easter
Acts 4:13–21
Mk 16:9–15
Sunday
APRIL 28
Second Sunday of Easter,
Sunday of Divine Mercy
Acts 5:12–16
Rev 1:9–11a,
12–13, 17–19
Jn 20:19–31
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Thursday
APRIL 25
Octave of Easter
Acts 3:11–26
Lk 24:35–48

he first people to encounter the risen Jesus were Mary Magdalene and
the women who came to anoint his body on Easter. Jesus had been killed
the day before the Sabbath. His body was buried in haste, so there was no time
to do the proper anointing. Jesus appeared first to these women, who became
the first witnesses to Christ’s resurrection.
According to Jewish law, women were not allowed to be witnesses. They
were not allowed to testify or bear witness. The fact that Jesus first appeared to
women, and specifically used
women as the first to witness
his resurrection, is testimony
that in Christ we discard the
distinctions that separate and
divide us as human beings.
Other categories of people
were also not allowed to testify
in Jewish law—children, slaves,
and shepherds were also
excluded. In Luke’s gospel, the
first witnesses to the birth of
Jesus were the shepherds on
the hillside. Jesus came into
this world and left it while
giving a voice to those usually
silenced.
This Easter, let us be like the Lord as we recommit ourselves to giving voice
to those in our world who are unprotected, silenced, and cast aside.
Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis

The growing presence of women in the social, economic, and
political life at local, national, and international levels, as well as
the ecclesial, therefore, is a healthy process. Women have the full
For more than fifty years,
Redemptorists have ministered
right to be actively included in all areas, and their right must be
compassionately
affirmed
and
protected,
even through legal instruments wherever…necessary.
with those
struggling with
—Address to pontifical council, June 9, 2017
Know Someone
Overly Anxious About Sin?

scrupulosity.
For more
information
and to sign
up for our
free monthly newsletter, visit:
ScrupulousAnonymous.org
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April 28, 2019
Second Sunday of Easter
or Sunday of Divine Mercy (C)
Acts 5:12–16 / Rev 1:9–11a, 12–13,
17–19 / Jn 20:19–31

Saved by Christ’s
Merciful Love

W

[Jesus said,] “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive
are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”
John 20:22–23
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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e’re not defined by our weakness,
but created for greatness! Look
at David, Paul, and the sinful woman.
David was an adulterer and murderer, yet
he wrote Psalms and was Jesus’ ancestor.
Paul killed one of the first deacons,
Stephen, yet became the greatest apostle
to the Gentiles. The sinful woman’s
misdeeds were public, yet what is most
remembered is her repentance and love.
Sin is not the last word. God’s
recreating mercy is. God’s mercy asks
for a response so all that transformative
power can be unleashed in us. The
only thing that stands in the way of
God’s renewal rushing in and totally
transforming us is our own lack of
Piece: The Embrace, 1980
acceptance.
Artist: Pedro Cano
Sin wants to stand in the way of this
Location: Vatican Museums
good news. The evil one tries to convince
of her brokenness gave off a consoling aroma that filled
us that we are too sinful; that salvation
the house.
and happiness might be for others, but certainly not
Let the power of Christ’s love be unleashed in you by
for us.
forgiving
yourself and others. Then your weakness will
But David, Paul, and the sinful woman didn’t let
be the first step toward the greatness God has in store
that sinister message sink in. David was moved to
for you.
repentance by Nathan’s words. Paul accepted that he
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
wasn’t saved by his religious fervor or
condemned for his errors. He was saved
by letting Christ’s merciful love embrace
For Reflection
him. The sinful woman refused to be
Are there any past errors that I am letting define me?
defined by her poor choices. She tearfully
What stands in my way of a greater experience of Christ’s mercy?
made penance at Christ’s feet, and this act

Calendar
Monday
APRIL 29
St. Catherine of Siena,
Virgin and
Doctor of the Church
Acts 4:23–31
Jn 3:1–8

What is spiritual communion?

S

Tuesday
APRIL 30
Easter Weekday
Acts 4:32–37
Jn 3:7b–15
Wednesday
MAY 1
Easter Weekday
Acts 5:17–26
Jn 3:16–21

Friday
MAY 3
Sts. Philip and James,
Apostles
1 Cor 15:1–8
Jn 14:6–14
Saturday
MAY 4
Easter Weekday
Acts 6:1–7
Jn 6:16–21
Sunday
MAY 5
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27–32, 40b–41
Rev 5:11–14
Jn 21:1–19 or
Jn 21:1–14

KOSIM SHUKUROV/SHUTTERSTOCK

Thursday
MAY 2
St. Athanasius,
Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Acts 5:27–33
Jn 3:31–36

piritual communion is a unique Roman Catholic devotional practice not
to be confused with sacramental Communion, which is the participation
in the mystery of Christ by eating and drinking the Body and the Blood of the
Lord.
The development of spiritual communion as a devotion can be traced to St.
Alphonsus Liguori. It’s a form of spiritual yearning to be in communion with
Christ during those times when his sacramental gift can’t be shared.
To share in sacramental
Communion, one must be aware of
no unconfessed serious sin against
God’s commands and be in good
standing with the Roman Catholic
Church. With exceptions for age and
health, one must also have fasted
from all food and all beverages
except water for one hour before
receiving sacramental Communion.
Some Catholics are unable to share
sacramental Communion because of
sickness, geographic distance from
a Roman Catholic community, or
unavailability of priests.
Any Christian who wishes to have
spiritual communion with the Lord
can do so by taking a moment to
consider God’s love demonstrated
to us in the life, passion, and death of Christ. Give thanks to God for this
wonderful gift, and say a prayer of spiritual communion.
From The Eucharist: 50 Questions from the Pews, © 2009 Fr. Richard N. Fragomeni, PhD (Liguori)
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
The death penalty is contrary to the meaning of humanitas
and to divine mercy, which must be models for human justice.
It entails cruel, inhumane, and degrading treatment, as is
the anguish before the moment of execution and the terrible
suspense between the issuing of the sentence and the execution of the penalty.
—Letter to International Commission Against the Death Penalty, March 20, 2015

© 2019 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish has been granted on December 4, 2018,
by Most Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in
this work. It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in
any form without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.

