August 4, 2019
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Ecc 1:2; 2:21–23
Col 3:1–5, 9–11
Lk 12:13–21

Becoming Rich in What Matters
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W

hat are we working for? What is the desire that moves us to sacrifice every day? Where is our heart?
These are the deep questions that Qoheleth ponders. He sees people around him struggling for years and
then, as fate would have it, their wealth falls into the hands of someone who hasn’t worked for it. He sees others,
toiling and anxious, and wonders, “What does it really get them?”
Jesus also saw the vanity of making your life’s goal a struggle to amass wealth, as if that was the source
of security. To keep us from spiritual
shortsightedness, he reminds us of an
Piece: Saint Jerome, sixteenth century
Artist: Pier Francesco Mola
undeniable truth: we know neither the
Location: Vatican Museums
day nor the hour when we will be called
before God to give an accounting of how we
invested the talents he gave us.
We have been raised with Christ. Our
greedy, miserly nature has been buried with
Christ so that our generous, magnanimous,
and farsighted nature could be set free. So
if we believe in Christ, in the one who left
all his heavenly treasures and became poor
so that we might become rich, then the best
investment is in him and his truths. He
guarantees a return, even if it is deferred.
He promises that what we surrender to him
will be reimbursed a hundredfold and will
give dividends for eternity.
So when examining where our treasure
is, where our hearts and worries go, Jesus
would have us ask ourselves: Will this make
me richer in what matters to God?
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
What are we working for?
Where is our heart?
What is the goal that really moves us to
sacrifice day in, day out?

For what profit comes to mortals from all the toil and anxiety
of heart with which they toil under the sun?
Ecclesiastes 2:22
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
AUGUST 5
Weekday
Nm 11:4b–15
Mt 14:13–21

His disciples were lucky to glimpse Jesus as he was
transfigured in glory. Do I have to die to see Jesus
this way, or am I looking in the wrong places?

Tuesday
AUGUST 6
The Transfiguration
of the Lord
Dn 7:9–10, 13–14
2 Pt 1:16–19
Lk 9:28b–36

I

Thursday
AUGUST 8
St. Dominic, Priest
Nm 20:1–13
Mt 16:13–23
Friday
AUGUST 9
Weekday
Dt 4:32–40
Mt 16:24–28

Saturday
AUGUST 10
St. Lawrence,
Deacon and Martyr
2 Cor 9:6–10
Jn 12:24–26
Sunday
AUGUST 11
Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Wis 18:6–9
Heb 11:1–2, 8-19 or Heb
11:1–2, 8–12
Lk 12:32–48
or 12:35–40
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Wednesday
AUGUST 7
Weekday
Nm 13:1–2, 25—14:1,
26a–29a, 34–35
Mt 15:21–28

think that what the disciples saw at Jesus’ transfiguration was a radiant
flash of Jesus’ promise of eternal glory. His prayerful radiance, in a flash
and for a moment, broke through their confusions, fears, doubts, and self
consciousness, illuminating him as the promise for which they longed.
Indeed, we also can sometimes find ourselves longing so much for spiritual
clarity that we
fail to see Jesus
and his promise
in the places he
really is; that is,
in those settings
of suffering that
call forth his
compassion from
us. Where should
you look to see
Jesus transfigured?
Perhaps in that
single moment
when you visit someone who is sick and receive a smile of gratitude. Or when
you help out at a food pantry and a child’s enjoyment of your bounty brings
a smile (or tear) to your face. Perhaps, too, in that moment when, despite
personal discomfort, you attend a wake or funeral and your presence radiates
the promise of consolation even more than your words.
In fact, probably the best place to look is wherever and whenever you
encounter someone vulnerable and your awkward self-consciousness is
transfigured into generous, self-giving love. That is both Jesus’ promise and
his glory.
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word from Pope Francis
To set aside a moment of silence each day to be with God is to
“keep” our soul; it is to “keep” our freedom from being corroded
by the banality of consumerism, the blare of commercials, the
stream of empty words, and the overpowering waves of empty
chatter and loud shouting.
—World Day of Peace, January 1, 2018
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August 11, 2019
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Wis 18:6–9
Heb 11:1–2, 8–19 or Heb 11:1–2, 8–12
Lk 12:32–48 or Lk or 12:35–40

Finding Our Treasure Where It Really Is—in God

A

braham is considered our father in faith because he practiced faith to an amazing degree. His faith brought
him to obey God and to hope in him despite an apparent lack of evidence of God’s fidelity.
In Carracci’s painting, Abraham is looking up to God and not focused on the beloved son he is about to
sacrifice. We also need to look up to God in order to value and love rightly the things here below.
Abraham understands that no creature, no gift, should take God’s place in the human heart—even something as
dear as a God-given child. This is the absolute, total trust God asks of us. When dealing with all of the good things
God gives us, including those he has promised and those we love most, we must be willing to trust what he asks of
us. God’s will doesn’t always make sense right away. We’re often painfully aware that his ways are not our ways.
The stormy heavens in the painting’s background remind us how the winds of our passions and the pressure
of our secret expectations can
Piece: The Sacrifice of Isaac, 1586
clash with God’s plans for us. A
Artist: Ludovico Carracci
darkened front moves into our
Location: Vatican Museums
soul, making it difficult to hear
his voice and see the light of his
will. Here lies the heroism of
faith. We walk by faith, not by
sight.
For this reason, Abraham is
the faithful servant found doing
the Master’s will. His treasure
was in God.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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For Reflection
Giving thanks for all of God’s
gifts is one way to keep them in
proper perspective. Do I thank
him enough for his gifts?
Is there anything, even
something good, that is more
important to me than God’s
loving will?

[Jesus said,] “Sell your belongings and give alms….
For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.”
Luke 12:33–34
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Calendar
Monday
AUGUST 12
Weekday
Dt 10:12–22
Mt 17:22–27

What is the history behind Mary’s assumption,
and what does this feast mean for me?

Tuesday
AUGUST 13
Weekday
Dt 31:1–8
Mt 18:1–5, 10, 12–14

T

Wednesday
AUGUST 14
St. Maximilian Kolbe,
Priest and Martyr
Dt 34:1–12
Mt 18:15–20
Thursday
AUGUST 15
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 10ab
1 Cor 15:20–27
Lk 1:39–56

Saturday
AUGUST 17
Weekday
Jos 24:14–29
Mt 19:13–15

Sunday
AUGUST 18
Twentieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Jer 38:4–6, 8–10
Heb 12:1–4
Lk 12:49–53
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Friday
AUGUST 16
Weekday
Jos 24:1–13
Mt 19:3–12

here is a tradition among some African tribes that, when one tribal
member gets a well-paying job, all the people in that person’s clan share
in the money earned. The success of one is shared by all.
The feast of the Assumption of Mary carries a similar dynamic. Mary,
because of her special union with her
divine Son, gives witness to Jesus’
victory over death. In Jesus and through
Mary, we share in the graces that come
from that triumph.
The feast of the Assumption is an
ancient one. It was initiated in the
fifth century and was celebrated at
the site in Jerusalem where Mary was
believed to have rested as she journeyed
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. At that
time, the feast was called Theotokos
(which means “God-bearer”) and was
celebrated on August 15. Later, the feast
was celebrated at the basilica where
Mary’s tomb was venerated. By the end
of the sixth century, the feast came to
be called the Dormition (Mary’s “Falling
Asleep”). By the end of the seventh
century, the name of the feast was changed to the Assumption. Over time, the
celebration of this feast increased and devotion to Mary deepened.
In 1950, Pope Pius XII officially recognized this feast. His decree brought a
sense of holy sanctioning to the devout belief surrounding Mary that had been
celebrated for centuries.
—Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word from Pope Francis
The Assumption of Mary is a great mystery which regards each
one of us, it regards our future. Mary, in fact, precedes us on
the path walked upon by those who, through their baptism, have
bound their life to Jesus, as Mary bound her own life to him.
—Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15, 2016
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August 18, 2019
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Jer 38:4–6, 8–10
Heb 12:1–4
Lk 12:49–53

We Are All
Prophets

Piece: Martyrdom of St. Bartholomew, fifteenth century
Artist: Rhenish School
Location: Vatican Museums

P
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ersecution is part of a prophet’s
life. Their strong messages
are rarely met with open hearts
even if conversion, rather than
confrontation, is what the prophet
seeks. Bartholomew, one of the Twelve
Apostles, was preaching in India
and Turkey in the first century and
converted the Armenian king. But the
king’s brother had him flayed alive.
Jeremiah foretold the destruction
of Jerusalem unless the people
returned their hearts to the Lord.
This call to conversion was considered
demoralizing for those who wished to
continue in their self-centered ways.
His words were even crushing the
soldiers! Either Jeremiah was quite
the preacher, the soldiers were weak,
guilty—or both!
The fire of the prophet’s words is
meant as a call to action for the soul caught up in
lukewarm stagnation. They should be uncomfortable.
When more than 2,000 bishops reflected on the
Church at Vatican II, they insisted that every baptized
Christian have a prophetic mission. We’re called to
shake things up. The role of the prophet is to examine
in prayerful observation the signs of the times, and to
read into them calls to action. The prophet listens with
one ear to the Lord and another to society in order to
speak wisely to his contemporaries.
This call to preach whether convenient or not was
experienced by Christ. The flame that burned in his

bosom was a desire to turn hearts toward his Father.
Jesus didn’t back down from preaching out of fear of
rejection of the gospel. Neither should we.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Do I read the news and immerse myself in this
culture with the examining heart of one called to
transform culture with the gospel?
Are there ways I have become of the world and need
to be more of the gospel?

Consider how [Jesus] endured such opposition from sinners,
in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart.
Hebrews 12:3
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Calendar
Monday
AUGUST 19
Weekday
Jgs 2:11–19
Mt 19:16–22

Why do we ask the saints to intercede
for us with God?

Tuesday
AUGUST 20
St. Bernard,
Abbot and Doctor
of the Church
Jgs 6:11–24a
Mt 19:23–30

Thursday
AUGUST 22
Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Jgs 11:29–39a
Mt 22:1–14

Friday
AUGUST 23
Weekday
Ru 1:1, 3–6, 14b–16, 22
Mt 22:34–40

Saturday
AUGUST 24
St. Bartholomew,
Apostle
Rv 21:9b–14
Jn 1:45–51
Sunday
AUGUST 25
Twenty-first Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Is 66:18–21
Heb 12:5–7, 11–13
Lk 13:22–30

CHRIST EMBRACING ST BERNARD BY FRANCISCO RIBALTA/WIKIPEDIA

Wednesday
AUGUST 21
St. Pius X,
Pope
Jgs 9:6–15
Mt 20:1–16

I

n Job 42:8, the Lord encourages Job’s friends to seek his intercession on
their behalf. Then in 1 Thessalonians 5:25, St. Paul asks Church members
in Thessalonica to pray for him
and his missionary companions:
“Brothers, pray for us.” In neither
the New nor Old Testament is
there a concern that it might
be inappropriate to ask living
members of one’s faith community
for support in prayer before God.
Therefore, if we believe the
saints are “living” members of
our community, why would we
not ask for their prayerful support
just as we do the flesh-and-blood
members of the community we
can see and touch?
Christ is the one true mediator
between God and humans, but
Christ calls us into a community
of faith. Prayer with the saints
celebrates and builds this
community that God delights in
working through and in. To ignore the saints is to deprive ourselves of gifts
that God freely chooses to give.
We hope to be in communion with the saints forever. At this time, we
strengthen our fellowship with them through prayer.
—Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
I encourage you always to have prophetic courage in rejecting
everything that demeans human beings, and all forms of
exploitation that degrades them. Continue to show those signs of
hospitality and solidarity, great and small, which can light up the
lives of children and old people, migrants and refugees, in search of peace.
—Address to Caritas Internationalis, November 17, 2016
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August 25, 2019
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Is 66:18–21
Heb 12:5–7, 11–13
Lk 13:22–30

Just Come in the Side Door

T

Jesus’ warning seems to be that when there is a mad
rush to enter the front gate, those well-intentioned but
out-of-practice souls who “don’t know him” might find
themselves struggling to squeeze in.
Jesus and the Church don’t want that to happen to
anyone. He invites us to get familiar, stop in often. He
might say, “When you get here, just come in the side
door!”
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
Piece: Head of an Apostle, 1481-83
Artist: Melozzo da Forlì
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
Do I make getting to know our Lord in
prayer a priority?

[Jesus said,] “Strive to enter through the narrow door, for many,
I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.”
Luke 13:24
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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his fragment is from a church ceiling fresco
that crumbled and fell to the ground. It was
eventually added to the Vatican collection. A piece of
rubble is now a priceless object of art. Viewers look up
at the apostle from below as he gazes toward Christ’s
divine glory.
We also are striving to attain that heavenly vision,
and Jesus advises us on how to realize it. We should
work to enter the smaller gate, the narrow door. It’s
not the bigger main entrance that
everyone uses. The narrow door is a
less-traveled side entrance used by
those who are close to the owner and
his family. Christ invites us to be so
familiar and comfortable with him
that we come through the side door.
Many pass the Master’s house,
know where it is, but have lost the
practice of stopping inside. They know
about God, even pray occasionally,
and don’t hurt anyone. No doubt not
hurting others is admirable, but there
is so much more for someone baptized
into Christ. We’re not called to merely
avoid hurting others but to have a
deep, transforming experience of
healing love that we then share with
others.

Calendar
Monday
AUGUST 26
Weekday
1 Thes 1:1–5, 8b–10
Mt 23:13–22

Why would God establish laws and feast days for
Jews and suddenly change them?

S

Tuesday
AUGUST 27
St. Monica
1 Thes 2:1–8
Mt 23:23–26

Wednesday
AUGUST 28
St. Augustine, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church
1 Thes 2:9–13
Mt 23:27–32
Thursday
AUGUST 29
Passion of St. John
the Baptist
1 Thes 3:7–13
Mk 6:17–29

Friday

JORISVO/SHUTTERSTOCK

AUGUST 30
Weekday
1 Thes 4:1–8
Mt 25:1–13

Saturday
AUGUST 31
Weekday
1 Thes 4:9–11
Mt 25:14–30
Sunday
SEPTEMBER 1
Twenty-second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Sir 3:17–18, 20, 28–29
Heb 12:18–19, 22–24a
Lk 14:1, 7–14

cripture can explain this. God didn’t suddenly change laws and feast
days, but followed a consistent plan, with the Old Covenant leading to
the New Covenant.
Genesis tells us that Adam and Eve were given life to walk with God in
Eden. From eternity it was God’s intent to gather humanity into one family in
a relationship of love. With Abraham the covenant was extended: “I will make
of you a great nation....All the families
of the earth will find blessing in you”
(Genesis 12:2–3). Moses led the tribes from
Egypt to Mount Sinai. Here God renewed
and strengthened the covenant, giving
the Hebrews the Ten Commandments
as a guiding light to all. Then, through
centuries of hardship, God sent prophets to
call people back. These prophets promised
God would send a savior in a covenant that
would last forever: “I will be their God, and
they shall be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33).
Jesus was the Savior foreseen in Genesis
3:15 who would crush Satan’s head. He
was the one promised by the prophets,
the King in David’s line (Luke 1:32–33)
who would establish God’s New Covenant
offering salvation to all.
Jesus wasn’t part of a sudden change of plans, but the completion of God’s
design to invite everyone back into the family love and intimacy first offered
to Adam and Eve. The laws and feasts, prophecies and psalms of the Old
Covenant foretold Christ.
—Fr. Oscar Lukefahr, CM
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
In the Old Testament, the requirement to be holy, in the image of
God who is holy, included the duty to care for the most vulnerable
people, such as the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. Jesus
brings this Covenant law to fulfillment; he who unites...divinity and
humanity, a single mystery of love.
—Angelus, October 26, 2014
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