January 6, 2019
The Epiphany of the Lord (C)
Is 60:1–6
Eph 3:2–3a, 5–6
Mt 2:1–12

Herod Was Correct

K

ing Herod, the most powerful man in the
region, was greatly troubled to hear about the
birth of a king. Why would a reigning king fear a little
child? Perhaps because he believed if word spread that
a future messiah had been born, the Jews would be
harder to control. They were easier to dominate when
they were without hope, without a leader.
Herod was correct. Wise men from the East looking
for the King of the Jews fulfilled prophecies that
foretold all nations would come to Israel looking for a
messianic leader.
Herod was also troubled because, if indeed this
newborn was a king, he had a pretender and a
competitor right under his royal nose. King Herod was
correct again.

Although Jesus did not pretend to overthrow the
Romans, he did come with authority and would upend
the existing order. Jesus would preach to the heart and
demand that no one sit on that throne except God his
Father.
Pseudo Domenico presents the arrival of the Magi as
a procession of vassals showing homage to their king.
Kneeling, bowing, and standing erect with gifts in
hand, authorities from far away are showing reverence
to the newborn royalty who sits on Mother Mary’s lap.
His royal hall is the hillside, his scepter a baby finger,
his royal family is Joseph and Mary.
These Gentile kings were the first to do what all
of creation and all of history have been doing since
then—bending their knee to the King of the Universe.
Herod was right to worry.
— Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: Adoration of the Kings, 1450s
Artist: Pseudo Domenico di Michelino
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
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Jesus’ reign comes to give
security to those who love
him. Does his authority
and care give me security?
Do I seek earthly securities
aside from the treasures
he offers me: his will,
protection, and grace?

When King Herod heard this, he was greatly troubled,
and all Jerusalem with him.
Matthew 2:3
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Calendar
Monday
JA N UA RY 7

Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 3:22—4:6
Mt 4:12–17, 23–25

Tuesday
JA N UA RY 8

Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:7–10
Mk 6:34–44

Wednesday
JA N UA RY 9

Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:11–18
Mk 6:45–52

Thursday
JA N UA RY 10

Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 4:19—5:4
Lk 4:14–22a

Friday
JA N UA RY 11

Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5:5–13
Lk 5:12–16

Saturday
JA N UA RY 12

Christmas Weekday
1 Jn 5:14–21
Jn 3:22–30

I’m having an argument with a fundamentalist
friend who insists the Epiphany happened
exactly as it says in the Bible. I keep saying
there’s no way it could have. Who is right?

C

atholics believe that each book of the Bible needs to be appreciated
according to the principles of its own literary genre. We don’t look to
the Gospels for modern critical history or unbiased biographical/reportorial
fact-telling.
The four Gospels were written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Each
Gospel writer uses human skill to craft a true story, presenting the saving
mystery of our Lord’s life, death, and resurrection so that readers may come to
know Christ, share his life, and be saved.
Every story in the Gospels is shaped to communicate saving truth, but
not every story is told as a direct “just the facts, ma’am” report of sequential
events. So there’s saving sense in which, yes, the Epiphany happened exactly
as it says in Matthew 2:1–12. And there’s a more literal sense in which, no, the
Epiphany probably didn’t happen exactly as it’s recounted.
What is most certain is the Gospel’s saving message of the birth of our true
King, the Light of the World, before whom we offer homage and who, when we
encounter him, will change our lives and send us home in a new path.
—Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
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JA N UA RY 13
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Baptism of the Lord
Is 42:1–4, 6–7 or
Is 40:1–5, 9–11
Acts 10:34–38 or
Ti 2:11–14; 3:4–7
Lk 3:15–16, 21–22

A Word From Pope Francis
How many stars there are in the sky! And yet the Magi followed a
new and different star, which for them shone all the more brightly....
They listened to a voice deep within, which led them to follow that
light. It was the voice of the Holy Spirit, who works in all people.

—Homily, Epiphany of the Lord, January 6, 2016
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January 13, 2019
The Baptism of the Lord (C)
Is 42:1–4, 6–7 or Is 40:1–5, 9–11
Acts 10:34–38 or Ti 2:11–14; 3:4–7
Lk 3:15–16, 21–22

Renewal by the Holy Spirit

W

For Reflection
When was the last time I prayed to the Holy Spirit?
He is a real divine person; talk to him.

Piece: Baptism of Jesus, 1956
Artist: Publio Morbiducci
Location: Vatican Museums

Am I courageous enough to ask the Holy Spirit to
come down and touch my soul with his fire?

[John said,] “I am baptizing you with water,
but…he will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.”
Luke 3:16
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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e have all received baptism, but why don’t
the amazing fruits and graces received then
always show themselves powerfully in our lives?
Titus tells us what has already happened for us in
baptism. We were saved “through the bath of rebirth
and renewal by the holy Spirit” (3:5). Yet this renewal
accomplished by the Spirit needs to be fully embraced
by us for it to reach its potential. We know we have
been renewed, but how do we keep renewing? This
happens by prayerful contact with the Holy Spirit.
In Titus, Spirit is capitalized because it’s the Spirit of
God. Renewal by the Holy Spirit is a renewal in which
God, not man, is the principal protagonist. “Behold, I”
(not you) “make all things new” (Revelation 21:5).
We often think that to be renewed and grow, we
have to do something. God tells us it is something he
does. “I, the Lord, make you holy” (Leviticus 20:8).
We have to give him back the power he already has. Or
better yet, we need to recognize God’s power and let
him use it in us.
A revolution needs to happen in our minds and
hearts where we recognize that without the Holy Spirit
we can do nothing. So ask the Holy Spirit to come upon
you in a real baptism of fire. Then all those baptismal
gifts will spark into a flame and help you set the world
ablaze with his love!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Calendar
Monday
JA N UA RY 14

My fiancée was baptized in the
Lutheran Church. If she becomes
Catholic, will she be baptized again?

Weekday
Heb 1:1–6
Mk 1:14–20

Tuesday

A

JA N UA RY 15

Wednesday
JA N UA RY 16

Weekday
Heb 2:14–18
Mk 1:29–39

Thursday
JA N UA RY 17

St. Anthony,
Abbot
Heb 3:7–14
Mk 1:40–45

Friday
JA N UA RY 18

Weekday
Heb 4:1–5, 11
Mk 2:1–12

Saturday
JA N UA RY 19

Weekday
Heb 4:12–16
Mk 2:13–17

Sunday
JA N UA RY 20

Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Is 62:1–5
1 Cor 12:4–11
Jn 2:1–11

A Word From Pope Francis
Being holy is not a privilege for the few, as if someone had a large
inheritance; in baptism we all have an inheritance to be able to
become saints....Thus we are all called to walk on the path of holiness,
and this path has a name and a face: the face of Jesus Christ.

—Angelus, November 1, 2013
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person can be validly baptized only once, whether in or out of the
Catholic Church. Catholics believe three things are necessary for a
valid baptism: first, baptizing in the name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit; second, flowing water; and third, the intention of the “minister”
to baptize using the
form (words of the
Trinitarian formula)
and matter (flowing
water) needed for a
valid baptism.
Orthodox and
most Protestant
baptisms are
recognized by the
Catholic Church.
However, baptisms
performed by
Christian communities that don’t believe in the Trinity—Jehovah’s Witnesses
and Mormons, for example—are not recognized by the Catholic Church as
valid. These communities may use the same matter (flowing water), but they
don’t have the same form (Trinitarian formula) or intention in their baptism.
If your fiancée decides to become Catholic, she will need to attend Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) classes, make her first Communion and
reconciliation, and be confirmed, but she has already been validly baptized
and will not need to be baptized again.
—Fr. Scott Katzenberger, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Weekday
Heb 2:5–12
Mk 1:21–28

January 20, 2019
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Is 62:1–5
1 Cor 12:4–11
Jn 2:1–11

The Many-Threaded Tapestry That Is Marriage

T

he weaver works from the back side of the
tapestry while looking into a mirror in front
to see the reflection of his work. Next to the mirror
sits a painting of what he is weaving. The back of the
tapestry is full of knots and dull colors. In front it is
beautiful and ornate. The way a tapestry is made is a
great allegory for marriage. Spouses look at the ideal
they are trying to reproduce: God’s love for humanity,
Jesus’ love for his Church. It is a sacrificial, lay-downyour-life kind of love. While viewing the ideal, the
spouses have their hands on the threads, weaving the
right color at the right time to reproduce that ideal.
Those strings can represent the different virtues or

acts of love required by the specific situation of the
relationship. Sometimes a spouse has to stop, tie off a
string, pull it out, and start over. From the back, it can
look chaotic, but slowly the ideal takes shape and the
beauty of the tapestry of marriage comes into view.
God will marry us, says the prophet. He will take us
as his own, giving us the gifts of his Spirit to enrich us.
Together, we will bear fruit of new life in ourselves and
others. Trying to weave that loving union with God
and others may be chaotic and knotty; thus, the need
to repent and try again. But with his grace, the final
product, which comes into full view only at the end,
will be unique and beautiful.
— Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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Piece: Tapestry With
the Wedding of Emperor
Louis XIV,
1725–1728
Artist: Gobelins,
after a design
by Charles Le Brun
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
Is God’s love the ideal I am
trying to emulate in my
relationships, especially
marriage?
God is the main protagonist
in my relationships. Do I try
to listen to his inspirations?

[Jesus said, ] “Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have
drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now.”
John 2:10
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
JA N UA RY 21

St. Agnes,
Virgin and Martyr
Heb 5:1–10
Mk 2:18–22

Tuesday
JA N UA RY 22

Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children
Heb 6:10–20
Mk 2:23–28

Wednesday
JA N UA RY 23

Weekday
Heb 7:1–3, 15–17
Mk 3:1–6

Thursday
JA N UA RY 24

St. Francis de Sales,
Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
Heb 7:25—8:6
Mk 3:7–12

Friday
JA N UA RY 25

Saturday
JA N UA RY 26

Sts. Timothy and Titus,
Bishops
2 Tm 1:1–8
or Ti 1:1–5
Mk 3:20–21

Sunday
JA N UA RY 27

Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Neh 8:2–4a, 5–6, 8–10
1 Cor 12:12–30 or
1 Cor 12:12–14, 27
Lk 1:1–4; 4:14–21

S

in is an unfortunate reality in our human lives. However, God’s infinite
mercy and love are also a reality. When we seek God’s forgiveness, we
are truly forgiven for and absolved of our sins. God neither holds our past
transgressions against us nor seeks ways to punish us, and your father’s death
on the anniversary of your abortion truly was a coincidence. Please believe me
when I tell you that your confession was more
than enough.
Remember, though, our work does not end
there. Once God forgives us, we must trust in
his mercy and then begin the sometimes more
difficult task of forgiving ourselves. Project
Rachel—an excellent ministry that provides
pastoral care, reconciliation, and counseling
to women and men who have experienced
the pain and trauma of abortion—can help
you on your healing journey. To contact
Project Rachel, call 888-456-4673 or visit
HopeAfterAbortion.com.
Life is God’s gift to us, and this Tuesday,
January 22, is the Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children. Let’s all make a point of praying for
the unborn children in our world.
—Fr. Scott Katzenberger, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
The common home of all men and women must continue to rise
on the foundations of a right understanding of universal fraternity
and respect for the sacredness of every human life, of every man
and every woman, the poor, the elderly, children, the infirm, the unborn, the
unemployed, the abandoned....

—Address to the United Nations General Assembly, September 25, 2015
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Conversion of St. Paul,
Apostle
Acts 22:3–16
or Acts 9:1–22
Mk 16:15–18

When I was young, I had an abortion and left
the Church. I came back five years ago. Then,
on the thirtieth anniversary of my abortion,
my father died suddenly. Now everyone who
loved my dad is being punished for my sin.
Why wasn’t my confession enough?

January 27, 2019
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Neh 8:2–4a, 5–6, 8–10
1 Cor 12:12–30 or 1 Cor 12:12–14, 27
Lk 1:1–4; 4:14–21

that had been given to them
through Moses hundreds of
years before. They were now
listening to it for the first time.
Upon hearing all its wisdom and
prescriptions, they were cut to
the heart and wept. There was
so much they had forgotten and
were no longer practicing. As
exiles in Babylon they had lost
so much.
Yet the response toward this
rediscovery could have been joy,
because now they knew once
again what made for happiness
and living in the Lord. They had
discovered the love that called
them into existence.
We have been given the Holy
Piece: The Descent of the Holy Spirit (detail), 1609
Spirit who leads us into all truth
Artist: Guido Reni
and reminds us of everything
Location: Vatican Museums
Jesus taught us in Scriptures
and Tradition. Knowing God’s
truth is the deepest source of joy. Finding him is
like finding what was lost. Like the found key, God
unlocks our happiness. Like a cell phone, he gives us a
ave you ever lost something and then, after
constant connection with him. And like a credit card—
some time passes, finally found it? Perhaps
but infinitely better—God is the love that fulfills our
your keys, a cell phone, or worse still, a credit card.
desires. And we never have to pay him back.
When we find utilitarian items that we’ve lost or
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
misplaced, we’re so relieved and happy because we
need these things for daily living. But what if we lose
For Reflection
our whole purpose for living? Then we’re really in
trouble.
Is there any aspect of God’s word or truth that I have
The people to whom Nehemiah was speaking lost
ignored or forgotten?
more than something material; they lost the key to
How can I rediscover and accept that truth again?
who they were as a people. They lost the law of God

Rediscovering God’s Love

H

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.
Luke 4:18
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Calendar
Monday
JANUARY 28
St. Thomas Aquinas,
Priest and Doctor
of the Church
Heb 9:15, 24–28
Mk 3:22–30
Tuesday
JANUARY 29
Weekday
Heb 10:1–10
Mk 3:31–35

Wednesday
JANUARY 30
Weekday
Heb 10:11–18
Mk 4:1–20

Friday
FEBRUARY 1
Weekday
Heb 10:32–39
Mk 4:26–34
Saturday
FEBRUARY 2
Presentation
of the Lord
Mal 3:1–4
Heb 2:14–18
Lk 2:22–40 or
Lk 2:22–32

T

he altar, also called the table of the Lord, is not just a piece of furniture.
Many generations ago, our earliest Christian ancestors gathered at
dining-room tables for the Eucharist, and through the centuries that simple
piece of furniture came alive with deep
meanings.
It is from the altar that we share in
the Eucharist, and the altar resonates
with the presence of Christ. The
altar is consecrated by a bishop and
anointed with chrism, just as Christ
was anointed priest, prophet, and king.
The gestures and rituals of the
Catholic Church shape the expression
of our faith and our hearts. We bow
and genuflect to express reverence,
honor, and devotion. These gestures
are used not only by Roman Catholics and other Christians, but by people of
other faiths, including Jews, Muslims, and Buddhists.
After the priest raises and shows the consecrated host and chalice to the
assembly, he genuflects, and any concelebrants bow to the host and chalice.
Norms exist for bowing to the altar and, at some points of the eucharistic
celebration, kissing the altar. The kiss is an intimate act of showing reverence
and honor.
The altar is a tangible sign of Christ and his sacrifice. We bow to the altar
during the eucharistic liturgy and outside of the Mass as well, because for
Catholics it’s the central place of our encounter with Christ and with the great
communion of saints.
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
From The Eucharist: 50 Questions From the Pews, © 2009 Liguori Publications

Sunday
FEBRUARY 3
Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Jer 1:4–5, 17–19
1 Cor 12:31—13:13 or
1 Cor 13:4–13
Lk 4:21–30

A Word from Pope Francis
We have before us Jesus hidden yet present in the Eucharist….On
the altar, we worship the flesh of Jesus; in these our brothers and
sisters, we encounter the wounds of Jesus. The Christian adores
Jesus, the Christian seeks Jesus, the Christian can recognize the wounds of
Jesus.
—Greeting the sick at Fátima, May 13, 2017
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Thursday
JANUARY 31
St. John Bosco,
Priest
Heb 10:19–25
Mk 4:21–25

What is the symbolic relationship between
the altar and the Eucharist?

