July 7, 2019
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Is 66:10–14c
Gal 6:14–18
Lk 10:1–12, 17–20

The “Gospel” of Health
and Wealth

T

with material wealth. In fact, he was downright poor.
Although he was faithful and generous, God blessed
him with challenges and, ultimately, the cross.
Paul didn’t glory in his apostolic successes but in the
cross of Jesus. He knew that the victory of the cross
was his greatest treasure. He saw in his difficulties not
a curse but a sign of his true authenticity as a follower
of Christ.
We should no doubt strive for sufficient material
progress and prosperity for ourselves, our family,
our business, and our nation. But above all we
should strive for eternal prosperity, which is living
and rejoicing that our names are written in heaven,
whether we are materially wealthy or not.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

here’s a current in modern Protestantism that
is popularly called the “prosperity gospel.”
Although rejected by many Protestants, it still has its
disciples. Its basic tenet is that if you’re faithful and
generous with God, he will bless you with prosperity
in this life. The kind of prosperity expected is usually
health and wealth. The natural conclusion is that
economic blessings are signs of your faith. The
opposite would also be true. If you are poor, you just
might lack faith or God’s favor.
Without a doubt, God promises us prosperity. Just
look at the prophesy of Isaiah in today’s reading. Yet,
as always for Christians,
Piece: Vanitas Vanitatum, 1967-1968
we have to read the Old
Artist: Gregorio Sciltian
Testament in the light of
Location: Vatican Museums
Christ and his revelation
in the New Testament.
The life of Jesus, the Son
of God, was the most
prosperous life ever lived.
Yet, he wasn’t rewarded
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For Reflection
Is material wealth too
much of a concern of mine?
How can my family and I
learn to focus on eternal
treasures?

[Jesus said,] “...Do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you,
but rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”
Luke 10:20
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
JULY 8
Weekday
Gn 28:10–22a
Mt 9:18–26

Why so many collections during Mass?

F

Tuesday
JULY 9
Weekday
Gn 32:23–33
Mt 9:32–38

Thursday
JULY 11
St. Benedict, Abbot
Gn 44:18–21, 23b–29;
45:1–5
Mt 10:7–15
Friday
JULY 12
Weekday
Gn 46:1–7, 28–30
Mt 10:16–23
Saturday
JULY 13
Weekday
Gn 49:29–32;
50:15–26a
Mt 10:24–33
Sunday
JULY 14
Fifteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Dt 30:10–14
Col 1:15–20
Lk 10:25–37

A Word from Pope Francis

Today gratuitousness is often not part of daily life where
everything is bought and sold. Everything is calculated and
measured. Almsgiving helps us to experience giving freely, which
leads to freedom from the obsession of possessing, from the fear
of losing what we have.
—Blessing of ashes, March 5, 2014
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Wednesday
JULY 10
Weekday
Gn 41:55–57;
42:5–7a, 17–24a
Mt 10:1–7

or many, besides a boring homily, the collection is the most unpleasant
part of the Mass. Some grudgingly drop small bills, while others believe
contributing a twenty is reasonable. A second collection may elicit silent
groans—unless it’s for a recent calamity.
Since the early Church, a collection
has been part of the liturgy. It was
intended to support needy members
(including widows and orphans) and the
clergy. The collection was an expression
of fellowship or communion.
This communion had several
dimensions: communion of faith,
communion of heart and mind (unity and
friendship among members), communion
of the table (the Eucharist), and communion of goods.
“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in
common,” writes Luke in Acts 4:32. “There was no needy person among them,
for those who owned property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of
the sale, and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were distributed to
each according to need” (Acts 4:34–35).
Even today, at Mass we celebrate our communion of faith, heart, and
mind. The Eucharist is the sacrament of communion between Christ and the
community. Likewise, a communion of goods is concretely expressed during
the collection.
This is what the Eucharist is about—not just sharing bread and wine, but
sharing resources and gifts which ultimately are blessings from God.
—Fr. Amado L. Picardal, CSsR, SThD
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

July 14, 2019
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Dt 30:10–14
Col 1:15–20
Lk 10:25–37

“And Who Is My
Neighbor?”

T

[A Samaritan] approached the victim, poured oil and wine
over his wounds and bandaged them.
Luke 10:34
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

THE GOOD SAMARITAN (AFTER DELACROIX ), VINCENT VAN GOGH / WIKIMEDIA

his question from Luke 10:29 posed
to Jesus prompts one of the most
famous stories ever told. A neighbor is
one I love as myself. A priest walked by
the beaten and abused man. Even though
he was someone dedicated to God and his
worship, the priest didn’t have time to
become his neighbor. Perhaps he didn’t
want to risk ritual impurity by dealing
with the bloodied body of an unknown
man. Whatever his reasons, he felt he
had more important commitments than
helping the poor.
A Levite, a member of the tribe in
charge of the temple, wasn’t his neighbor,
either. He also found reasons to justify
leaving this man to bleed to death along
the road. Perhaps he thought someone
else would stop and help. It’s easy to
abdicate our responsibility.
Piece: The Good Samaritan, 1890
Then a Samaritan, one disdained
Artist: Vincent van Gogh
by the Jews, happened by. He stopped
Location: Kröller-Müller Museum, the Netherlands
to help, lifted him up, carried him to
safety, and paid from his own pocket for future care; he became
totally involved. In an obvious sense, Jesus is telling us to be good
Samaritans—that is, to be compassionate and generous to neighbors
For Reflection
in need—not just people like us, but to aliens and strangers.
How do I help those in need at
But on another level, perhaps we represent the wounded person
home, at work, in society?
by the roadside, in need of healing and restoration from sin. Like the
Do I see myself as merely entrusted
Samaritan, Jesus was scorned by many. But it is Christ himself who
with God’s gifts of my time, talents,
wants to pick us up, bind our wounds, and pay for our care. And he
and treasure?
pays this debt, of course, on the cross. Are we willing to admit that we
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
need healing from a “Samaritan” like Jesus?

Calendar
Monday
JULY 15
St. Bonaventure,
Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
Ex 1:8–14, 22
Mt 10:34—11:1

Scripture readings refer to the vessel holding
the Precious Blood as a cup; the liturgy calls it a
chalice. Why the change in the liturgy that now
conflicts with Scripture?

Tuesday
JULY 16
Weekday
Ex 2:1–15a
Mt 11:20–24

T

Wednesday
JULY 17
Weekday
Ex 3:1–6, 9–12
Mt 11:25–27
Thursday
JULY 18
Weekday
Ex 3:13–20
Mt 11:28–30

Saturday
JULY 20
Weekday
Ex 12:37–42
Mt 12:14–21
Sunday
JULY 21
Sixteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Gn 18:1–10a
Col 1:24–28
Lk 10:38–42

WIDEONET/SHUTTERSTOCK

Friday
JULY 19
Weekday
Ex 11:10—12:14
Mt 12:1–8

ranslating The Roman Missal follows principles of Liturgiam Authenticam,
a Vatican document requiring literal translations of the original
languages to clearly and universally express the Church’s faith.
Our liturgy uses languages differently in the prayers and Scripture readings.
Latin is the source of most prayers in The Missal.
Greek is the source of the New Testament used in
the liturgy.
The Missal uses the Latin word calix for
the vessel Jesus offers with his Precious
Blood. Translators use the word chalice,
meaning “a cup, goblet, or drinking
vessel.”
The Gospel and Pauline Eucharist
accounts use the Greek word poterion for
the vessel Jesus uses—literally, a cup. It
is confusing; the priest consecrates the
chalice and we proclaim the death of Christ
“when we eat this bread and drink this cup.”
The Church’s desire to communicate faithful
translations of languages gives us different words
for the same thing. Pastors can use this as a teaching
moment so that people are not confused but affirmed in their faith. Whatever
we call it, a cup or chalice, it contains the greatest gift of unity we have, the
Blood of Christ.
—Fr. John K. Schmidt, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
You must become a Samaritan. And then also become like the
innkeeper at the end of the parable to whom the Samaritan
entrusts the person who is suffering. Who is this innkeeper?
It is the Church, the Christian community, people of compassion
and solidarity, social organizations. It is us, it is you.
—World Meeting of Popular Movements, February 10, 2017
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July 21, 2019
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Gn 18:1–10a
Col 1:24–28
Lk 10:38–42

Bringing Jesus
to Our Work and Prayer

J

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

[Jesus said,] “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried
about many things. There is need of only one thing.”
Luke 10:41–42
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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esus enjoyed resting in the home of his
friends Lazarus, Martha, and Mary
because of their affection and hospitality.
For Reflection
Martha was a big part of this hospitality
What things steal
because she was energetic and dedicated
my peace and cause
to making sure Jesus was cared for. Mary
me to lose focus
made him feel at home differently, as she
on God?
was hungry for the Lord’s teaching. She was
open, interested, and attentive.
Yet on this occasion Martha is overcome with
the urgent and leaves aside the important. Martha
receives Christ in her home while Mary brings him
into her heart. Living in relationship with Jesus always
includes these two elements. Part of our love for him
involves sitting at his feet in prayer. This is no doubt
the “better part.” Yet, serving Jesus also requires an
active, busy life of work and responsibilities. Far from
being an obstacle, work should be an occasion for a closer
relationship with Jesus.
Piece: Labor, late sixteenth century
The key is having a unifying center to life; that center
Artist: Giuseppe Cesari
should be Jesus. He is the “why” we do what we do—
Location: Vatican Museums
whether work, play, or pray. Martha wasn’t mistaken in
serving Jesus’ needs, but she lost focus with anxiety and
worries. How to maintain this focus? First, pray regularly
to remain centered. Second, don’t worry about the small
things at work or home. Third, frequently redirect your
intention with a short, motivating motto like, “All for
you, my Jesus” or “Your kingdom come!” Find one that
works for you.
Let’s not lose sight of the Lord of our work when doing
the work of the Lord.

Calendar
Monday
JULY 22
St. Mary Magdalene
Sgs 3:1–4b or 2 Cor
5:14–17
Jn 20:1–2, 11–18
Tuesday
JULY 23
Weekday
Ex 14:21—15:1
Mt 12:46–50

Our son and his fiancée, both Catholic, are
talking about getting married in the Church.
What are recent changes since our daughter’s
wedding a decade ago?

T

Wednesday
JULY 24
Weekday
Ex 16:1–5, 9–15
Mt 13:1–9
Thursday
JULY 25
St. James,
Apostle
2 Cor 4:7–15
Mt 20:20–28
Friday

Saturday
JULY 27
Weekday
Ex 24:3–8
Mt 13:24–30
Sunday
JULY 28
Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Gn 18:20–32
Col 2:12–14
Lk 11:1–13

A Word from Pope Francis
It is normal for a husband and wife to quarrel….Perhaps you were
mad, perhaps plates flew, but please remember this: never let the
sun go down without making peace! Never, never, never!....For if
you let the day end without making peace, the next day what is
inside of you is cold and hardened.
—Address to engaged couples, February 14, 2014
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JULY 26
Sts. Joachim and Anne,
Parents of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Ex 20:1–17
Mt 13:18–23

he rite, now called The Order of Celebrating Matrimony, was revised in
2016 for weddings celebrated in English within the United States. Some
of the changes at a Mass when two Catholics marry include:
• An expansion of Scripture selections to choose for the celebration,
with at least one reading explicitly speaking of marriage
• The addition of the Gloria (sung or recited)
• An assembly’s response following the couple’s reception of consent
• After the final blessing, the marriage record may be signed in the
sacristy or in the presence of the assembly (but not on the altar)
Moreover, adaptations include the English translation of the texts to
accompany the optional use of the arras (coins) and lazo (veil) for one or both
spouses with Hispanic or Filipino cultural backgrounds.
“A Marriage that is desired, prepared for, celebrated, and lived daily in
the light of faith is that which is ‘joined by the Church, strengthened by a
sacrificial offering, sealed by a
blessing, announced by Angels,
and ratified by the Father….
How wonderful the bond of the
two believers: one in hope, one
in vow, one in discipline, one in
the same service!....Indeed, they
are two in one flesh; where there
is one flesh, there is also one
spirit’” (The Order of Celebrating
Matrimony).
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

July 28, 2019
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Gn 18:20–32
Col 2:12–14
Lk 11:1–13

Praying to Our
Good, Good Father

evident to those who watched Jesus pray. Looking
at him, the apostles longed to experience what he
experienced, so they asked him “teach us to pray.” He
began, “Our Father.…”
earning to pray well is perhaps the most
When we pray we’re not in dialog with a demanding
important skill we can learn. It’s one thing that
commander but with a caring, protecting Father. He is
will carry us through life, all the way to heaven. We
a good, good Father. The last thing he wants to see is
might as well get good at it!
his children suffering or in want. He wants to provide
Jesus was often found praying, but if he was God,
exactly what we really need—not necessarily what we
why was this necessary? Certainly he prayed as a
pout about! Our role is to trust and abandon ourselves
model to us. But he also prayed to have a fuller human
into his hands through prayer.
experience of the love of his Father. He prayed because
This is where the life of grace comes in. Grace—God’s
he wanted to, not because he needed to. Even
fatherly love shared with us at baptism and which
amid the demands of his mission and the
continues through the help of his Holy Spirit—
looming cross, Jesus showed us prayer as
is our greatest treasure. One way to grow in
For Reflection
a way to receive spiritual strength and to
prayer is to ask yourself what will help this
In
baptism
I
became
experience his Father’s love.
grace, this God-shared love, grow in your
a
child
of
God.
Do
I
This “being caught up in love” was
heart.
give thanks enough
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
for this gift?
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Piece: The Baptism of Constantine, 1517-1524
Artist: Gianfrancesco Penni
Location: Apostolic Palace, Vatican City

[Jesus said,] “Ask and you will receive; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you.”
Luke 11:9
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
JULY 29
St. Martha
Ex 32:15–24, 30–34
Jn 11:19–27
or Lk 10:38–42

During summer vacation my family turns into
media hounds. We’re constantly streaming movies
or going to the theater. Does the Church give
guidelines for what we should watch?

Tuesday
JULY 30
Weekday
Ex 33:7–11; 34:5b–9, 28
Mt 13:36–43

T

Wednesday
JULY 31
St. Ignatius of Loyola,
Priest
Ex 34:29–35
Mt 13:44–46
Thursday
AUGUST 1
St. Alphonsus Liguori,
Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
Ex 40:16–21, 34–38
Mt 13:47–53
Friday
AUGUST 2
Weekday
Lv 23:1, 4–11, 15–16, 27,
34b–37
Mt 13:54–58

Sunday
AUGUST 4
Eighteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Ecc 1:2; 2:21–23
Col 3:1–5, 9–11
Lk 12:13–21

SHUTTERSTOCK

Saturday
AUGUST 3
Weekday
Lv 25:1, 8–17
Mt 14:1–12

he bishops of North America have a committee devoted to media and
communications (usccb.org/about/communications/family-guide.cfm).
This committee suggests that it’s the task of parents to educate their children
on the influence of the media, to take responsibility for monitoring what media
they use, and to become role models in the
appropriate use of media.
The duty of the Catholic family is to affirm
Christian values in its media choices. The first
area to look at is how the film or program
portrays human life. Is human life shown as a
precious gift from God? Is sexuality linked to
life? How is the act of dying presented? Are
there moral consequences connected with
the actors’ actions?
The second yardstick is how the family
is presented. Does the movie promote
lasting commitments within the context of
marriage and the family? Is exploitation, oppression,
or neglect of any group condoned or even promoted? Is respect shown for
various cultures?
The final measurement concerns Scripture and Christian belief. Do your
media choices foster a sense of the divine, of human destiny beyond this life,
or our obligations to forgive and our need for forgiveness? Are compassion,
reconciliation, thanksgiving, and moral responsibility affirmed?
All parents must take full responsibility to affirm strong Catholic morals
when choosing their family’s movies and television programs.
—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
Media can help us to feel closer to one another, creating a
sense of the unity of the human family, which can in turn inspire
solidarity and serious efforts to ensure a more dignified life for
all. Good communication helps us to grow closer, to know one
another better and, ultimately, to grow in unity.
—World Communications Day, June 1, 2014
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