November 3, 2019
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Wis 11:22—12:2
2 Thes 1:11—2:2
Lk 19:1–10

Becoming Attentive
Travelers

J

esus, on the road to Jerusalem, passes through
the town of Jericho. His intention was to move
right through, yet when he catches sight of Zacchaeus,
he stops and changes plans. Jesus was on the move,
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Piece: Village, 1932
Artist: Ottone Rosai
Location: Vatican Museums

yet not so obsessed with plans and objectives that
he didn’t notice the needy soul of Zacchaeus peering
down upon him from a sycamore tree.
Part of being an apostle of Christ is having a
heart that’s always attuned to the inspirations of the
Holy Spirit. We can’t be so consumed with our good
fortunes that we miss opportunities to offer Christ’s
salvation to those around us.
Zacchaeus was a public sinner and a
publican who, as we know, were the hated tax
collectors and collaborators of the Romans.
Rather than a person to visit he was, for the
Jews, someone to be avoided. Not for Jesus!
Our Lord came to seek and save the lost.
And Zacchaeus wanted to be found. He was
so driven to see Jesus, he made himself look
ridiculous by climbing a tree, admitting to his
short stature and curiosity.
How many souls along our path are showing
their unquenchable thirst to discover Jesus
and, even more, to be discovered by him.
While amassing worldly riches, they realize
that their deep hunger can only be satisfied
by something else. Only spiritual things can
satiate the Spirit. Let’s be willing to go offroad and facilitate these encounters with
Jesus—of course, after we ourselves have been
encountered by him.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
What am I doing to find or to be found by Jesus
Christ in my daily life?
What am I doing each day to help others find or
be found by Jesus Christ?

[Jesus said to Zacchaeus,] “For the Son of Man has come to seek
and to save what was lost.”
Luke 19:10
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Calendar
Monday
NOVEMBER 4
St. Charles Borromeo,
Bishop
Rom 11:29–36
Lk 14:12–14

What does “turn the other cheek” mean? My son
got into a fight with a schoolyard bully. I don’t
want my son to fight, yet I felt proud that he didn’t
back down. What should I tell him?

Tuesday
NOVEMBER 5
Weekday
Rom 12:5–16b
Lk 14:15–24

T

Wednesday
NOVEMBER 6
Weekday
Rom 13:8–10
Lk 14:25–33
Thursday
NOVEMBER 7
Weekday
Rom 14:7–12
Lk 15:1–10

Saturday
NOVEMBER 9
Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica in Rome
Ez 47:1–2, 8–9, 12
1 Cor 3:9c–11, 16–17
Jn 2:13–22
Sunday
NOVEMBER 10
Thirty-second Sunday
in Ordinary Time
2 Mc 7:1–2, 9–14
2 Thes 2:16—3:5
Lk 20:27–38
or Lk 20:27, 34–38
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Friday
NOVEMBER 8
Weekday
Rom 15:14–21
Lk 16:1–8

he phrase “turn the other (cheek)” appears in the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5:39). Here Jesus proposes a superior moral standard to
the law taught by the scribes and Pharisees. It isn’t indifference to evil but
avoidance of retaliation. We avoid striking back because we are to be perfect,
as God is perfect.
During his trial, Jesus tells Pilate that retaliation would be easy: “If my
kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants [would] be fighting to keep
me from being handed over to the Jews” (John
18:36). The passion accounts repeatedly tell of
Jesus being roughed up. “They spat in his face
and struck him, while some slapped him, saying,
‘Prophesy for us, Messiah: who is it that struck
you?’” (Matthew 26:67–68).
Jesus refused to lash back. He absorbed abuse
without raising a hand! He even admonished
Peter to “put your sword back into its sheath,”
after Peter had cut off a slave’s ear. Jesus added:
“For all who take the sword will perish by the
sword” (Matthew 26:52).
Jesus suffered taunts, scourging, blows, and—
finally—death to overcome the very evil he
was undergoing. His was redemptive suffering.
Senseless suffering for its own sake should be avoided or stopped at all costs.
Jesus isn’t advocating being a doormat for thoughtless bullies. He is, however,
promoting peaceful resistance to aggression as a way of ending the spiral of
violence and promoting God’s reign.
—Fr. Joseph Morin, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
The politics of nonviolence have to begin in the home and then
spread to the entire human family. “Saint Thérèse of Lisieux invites
us to practice the little way of love, not to miss out on a kind word,
a smile, or any small gesture which sows peace and friendship.”
—Fiftieth World Day of Peace, January 1, 2017
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November 10, 2019
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
2 Mc 7:1–2, 9–14
2 Thes 2:16—3:5
Lk 20:27–38 or Lk 20:27, 34–38

The Fallacy of
Reincarnation

had died hundreds of years before, they were alive in
God.
We pray together in the Nicene Creed that we “look
he Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection
forward to the resurrection of the dead.” Thus, belief
of the dead or immortality of the soul. In fact, in
in reincarnation is against Christianity, and Jesus
Judaism, the belief that the soul lives forever
taught a different doctrine. We live life on this
in heaven developed in the centuries
earth once, die once, and are judged once.
before Christ’s birth. In Maccabees, one
Jesus is the “resurrection and the life”
For Reflection
of the last books written in the Old
(John 11:25). We hope that one day we
Do I fully appreciate
Testament, you can see how the Jewish
will raise with him, even if on earth
the implications of the
sons find strength to resist their
our lives are “hidden with Christ in
resurrection of the body
torturers in the belief that they will
God” (Colossians 3:3). To be a witness
as an element
live forever. They firmly believe that
to Jesus is to be like the first apostles, a
of my faith?
God will raise them up if they remain
witness to his resurrection.
faithful to him.
The living God who called Abraham,
Jesus makes it even clearer that our souls
Moses, and Isaac is the same God who sent his
will live forever and that our bodies will rise up
Son, raised him from the dead, and who calls us to
one day with him after death. The faith of Abraham,
follow him and rise up to be with him forever.
Isaac, and Jacob was faith in a living God; even if they
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

T

Piece: Moses Before the Burning Bush, 1511
Artist: Raphael
Location: Vatican Museums
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“You accursed fiend, you are depriving us of this present life,
but the King of the universe will raise us up to live again forever....”
2 Maccabees 7:9
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Calendar
Monday
NOVEMBER 11
St. Martin of Tours,
Bishop
Wis 1:1–7
Lk 17:1–6

Tuesday
NOVEMBER 12
St. Josaphat,
Bishop and Martyr
Wis 2:23—3:9
Lk 17:7–10

Wednesday
NOVEMBER 13
St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini, Virgin
Wis 6:1–11
Lk 17:11–19

Thursday

Friday
NOVEMBER 15
Weekday
Wis 13:1–9
Lk 17:26–37
Saturday
NOVEMBER 16
Weekday
Wis 18:14–16; 19:6–9
Lk 18:1–8

Sunday
NOVEMBER 17
Thirty-third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Mal 2:19–20a
2 Thes 3:7–12
Lk 21:5–19

T

he flu is contagious about twenty-four hours before symptoms develop,
so churches make prudent decisions to help prevent its transmission.
Should your parish be concerned? Yes. Panicked? No. Some churches take
precautions to mitigate the spread of germs—
such as bowing toward one another instead of
shaking hands at the exchange of peace—but the
risk of contracting an illness by taking one sip
from a communion vessel is low. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
there’s a risk, but it is so small, it’s barely
detectable. The wine’s alcohol content in a
chalice made of precious metal helps minimize
the risk. Communicants can further diminish
this risk by refraining from the cup when they’re
sick with a respiratory infection or suffer from
a compromised immune system. Ministers
should do their part by wiping the chalice rim
thoroughly with the purificator and rotating it
after each communicant. It’s advisable to use a
clean cloth at every Mass, and the cup is best washed with soap and hot water
before storing.
The Church teaches that Christ, whole and entire, is received even under
only one species (General Instruction of the Roman Missal, 282). While drinking
from the cup is an option, not an imposition, “Holy Communion has a fuller
form as a sign when it takes place under both kinds” (GIRM 281). For in this
form the Eucharist clearly expresses the eternal Covenant ratified in the Blood
of Christ.
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
The Eucharist demands that we be members of the one body
of the Church. Those who approach the Body and Blood of
Christ may not wound that same Body by creating scandalous
distinctions and divisions among its members. This is what it
means to “discern” the body of the Lord.
—On Love in the Family (Amoris Laetitia), March 19, 2016
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NOVEMBER 14
Weekday
Wis 7:22b—8:1
Lk 17:20–25

A neighboring parish has eliminated the exchange
of peace and sharing of the cup at Mass during flu
season. Should our parish be concerned, too?

November 17, 2019
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Mal 3:19–20a
2 Thes 3:7–12
Lk 21:5–19

Keeping the End in Mind

A

s we approach the end of the liturgical year,
the readings prepare us for the conclusion of
our earthly pilgrimage. In this Sistine Chapel fresco,
Moses is punishing the rebellious Israelites who were
acting as priests without being authorized by him or
called by God.
This chaotic scene seems similar to what Jesus
describes of the end times in today’s Gospel. He
warns us not to follow false prophets who will arise
and claim to come in his name. He prophesies a
time of war, natural disasters, famines, and plagues.
Persecution will fall upon his followers, allowing them
the chance to give testimony—martyrion in Greek.
Jesus’ monitions for that time are simple: do not follow
false prophets or prepare a defense, but persevere
instead. In the section “I Believe in Life Everlasting,”
the Catechism of the Catholic Church also speaks to us
about the last times. We believe in heaven, hell, and a

personal, universal judgment. These last things await
us all, and Jesus doesn’t keep us in the dark about
these realities.
We don’t know when the end times may come. But
regardless, our call is to live prepared by fulfilling
God’s will and trusting in him. Jesus clearly wants
us to be aware of the end of the world, but he doesn’t
want us to be overly anxious about it. If we are in
Christ, we are already a new creation. The old has
passed away. Behold the new has come. Be not afraid!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Piece: Punishment of the Rebels, 1480–1482
Artist: Sandro Botticelli
Location: Sistine Chapel
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[Jesus said,] “You will be hated by all because of my name,
but...by your perseverance you will secure your lives.”
Luke 21:17–19
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Calendar
Monday
NOVEMBER 18
Weekday
1 Mc 1:10–15, 41–43,
54–57, 62–63
Lk 18:35–43

I have a hard time accepting that my money for the
Sunday collection may be used to compensate victims of
clerical sexual abuse. Do I have to keep giving to my local
parish, only to see my money pay for a sex scandal?

Tuesday
NOVEMBER 19
Weekday
2 Mc 6:18–31
Lk 19:1–10

T

Wednesday
NOVEMBER 20
Weekday
2 Mc 7:1, 20–31
Lk 19:11–28

Friday
NOVEMBER 22
St. Cecilia,
Virgin and Martyr
1 Mc 4:36–37, 52–59
Lk 19:45–48

Saturday
NOVEMBER 23
Weekday
1 Mc 6:1–13
Lk 20:27–40

Sunday
NOVEMBER 24
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe
2 Sm 5:1–3
Col 1:12–20
Lk 23:35–43
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Thursday
NOVEMBER 21
Presentation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
1 Mc 2:15–29
Lk 19:41–44

he money you give runs your parish and provides assistance to the
poor, both locally and throughout your diocese. Scripture mentions the
disciples offering money to meet the needs of the poor. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church states: “The faithful also have the duty of providing for the
material needs of the Church,
each according to his abilities”
(CCC 2043). Similarly, canon
law reminds us that we are
“obliged to promote social
justice…and to help the poor,”
both signs of Christian charity
(Canon 222).
While you give for the needs
of your parish, it appears that
these lawsuits create a real
concern for you. For the most
Volunteers organize stock for a distribution hub that helps
part, awards for lawsuits are
supply fresh produce and nutritious food to pantries and
paid from two main sources:
soup kitchens in underserved areas.
insurance and the sale of
unused property, such as office space, bishops’ homes, and seminaries.
While we are pained by the revelations of clerical abuse, we must also
understand the victims’ need for healing. Money won’t end their pain, but it
may help a survivor who needs psychological counseling or someone who has
difficulty working due to trauma. This is a devastating time in their lives, but
the Church will continue to offer hope and claim its responsibility.
—Fr. John K. Schmidt, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
We hear these children and their cries of pain...the sufferings, the
experiences, and the pain of minors who were abused sexually
by priests. It is a sin that shames us. Persons responsible for the
protection of those children destroyed their dignity. We regret
this deeply and we beg forgiveness.
—Feast of the Holy Innocents, December 28, 2016
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November 24, 2019
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe (C)
2 Sm 5:1–3
Col 1:12–20
Lk 23:35–43

The Cross: Altar and Throne

I

Editor’s note: This is Fr. Mark Haydu’s final reflection for
Our Parish Community. He will continue as special advisor to the
head of the Patrons of the Arts in the Vatican Museums. When a
new liturgical cycle begins on December 1, 2019, we will welcome
a new reflections writer, Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA. The people of
Liguori Publications thank Fr. Mark for his three years of insightful
reflections and his artwork selections and ideas. We wish him well.

Piece: Crucifixion, 1975
Artist: Cyril Mount
Location: St. Peter’s Italian Church, London

For Reflection
Do I realize the amazing power of what happens at
the Mass?
Do I make the good thief’s act of faith and confidence
my own?

Above him there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.”
Luke 23:38
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n his Gospel, St. Luke, the good doctor, often
brings in kingly themes related to Christ’s
crucifixion. He does this to highlight that Jesus fulfilled
the Jewish belief that the Messiah would unite the three
important leadership roles—priest, prophet, and king.
The inscription the Romans nailed to the cross above
Jesus’ head inadvertently supports the fulfillment of
Old Testament prophecy—he was indeed the King of the
Jews.
He was also the priest who offered his body as a
sacrifice for the Chosen People: “It was Caiaphas who
had counseled the Jews that it was better that one man
should die rather than the people” (John 18:14). He is
both the priest offering obedience to the Father, but
he is also the victim who is offered on the altar of the
cross. The cross is altar and throne because, as well as
priest and victim, Jesus also is the king reuniting his
kingdom under God the Father. In so doing, he undoes
the sin of Adam, which had been the cause of this
division.
Jesus’ final prophetic words, “It is finished,” means
he has fulfilled his mission as priest, prophet, and
king from the throne of the cross. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church (1047) sums it up when it says that as
king and high priest, his sacrifice is total, universal, and
definitive. Now all of God’s creatures, man and beast,
both natural and in the heavens, can return to the one
from whom they came forth and who declared each one
good.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Calendar
Monday
NOVEMBER 25
Weekday
Dn 1:1–6, 8–20
Lk 21:1–4

Wednesday
NOVEMBER 27
Weekday
Dn 5:1–6, 13–14,
16–17, 23–28
Lk 21:12–19
Thursday
NOVEMBER 28
Weekday
Dn 6:12–28
Lk 21:20–28
Friday
NOVEMBER 29
Weekday
Dn 7:2–14
Lk 21:29–33

Saturday
NOVEMBER 30
St. Andrew,
Apostle
Rom 10:9–18
Mt 4:18–22
Sunday
DECEMBER 1
First Sunday
of Advent (A)
Is 2:1–5
Rom 13:11–14
Mt 24:37–44

A

lthough the idea of kingship is not very
important to our modern thinking, it
was very important to Israel. In the early years
of the Hebrew nation, the population wanted to
strengthen itself politically and militarily. The
people went to Samuel, their leader, and begged
him to appoint a king so that Israel could be
the same as other nations (1 Samuel 8:4–5).
In response, Samuel appointed Saul as Israel’s
first king. In Israel, the king became the prime
instrument of God. David, the shepherd, was
considered Israel’s greatest king.
Later, that area came under the harsh
domination of foreign powers—the Persians,
the Macedonians, and ultimately, Rome. Many of these empires exercised their
power by appointing a king, often a foreigner, to rule locally.
Since both the people of Israel and the early Christians understood the
notion of kingship and recalled the glory days of David and Solomon, they
developed a divinely inspired theology of the king as God’s saving instrument.
The theme of Jesus as king and prime instrument of God runs through the
New Testament, reaching its fullness in Jesus’ victory over death and his
ascent to power at the right hand of the Father.
In the Gospels, Jesus preaches that the kingdom of God is now in our midst.
The good news is that all of us can enter this kingdom (Mark 1:15).
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word from Pope Francis
[Jesus] shows us that he enjoys dominion because he is a servant,
glory because he is capable of abasement, kingship because he
is fully prepared to lay down his life. By his passion and death, he
takes the lowest place, attains the heights of grandeur in service,
and bestows this upon his Church.
—Homily, October 18, 2015
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JESUS CHRIST AS KING OF THE WORLD BY KARL VON BLAAS, NINETEENTH CENTURY

Tuesday
NOVEMBER 26
Weekday
Dn 2:31–45
Lk 21:5–11

Why was the notion of kingship so important to
Jesus and his disciples? Didn’t the rulers of the
day oppress Israel? You’d think they would have
distrusted the Jesus-as-king idea.

