September 1, 2019
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Sir 3:17–18, 20, 28–29
Heb 12:18–19, 22–24a
Lk 14:1, 7–14

The Power
of Humility

Piece: Prayer in the Field, 1966
Artist: Mijo Kovačić
Location: Vatican Museums

H

PHOTO © GOVERNATORATO S.C.V. - DIRECTORATE OF MUSEUMS

umility isn’t a popular virtue!
In fact, among the Greeks
and the Romans it wasn’t considered
a virtue at all. In a sixth-century BC
list of 147 wise maxims, humility isn’t
even mentioned. For the ancient Greek
or Roman, obtaining and defending
honor was more a goal than humility
ever could be.
Yet the Jewish faith values humility,
as seen in Old Testament texts like
the one we read today. The humble
strength of conducting affairs quietly
and justly makes you more loved—
more so than someone who gives many
gifts. Parents should reflect on this.
As Christians following a Savior who
was great through his service, humility
is not only recommended but becomes
the ideal. Let the first be last. Let the
greatest be the servant. Humility is
simply living the truth of who you are. You are both
great and insignificant. We can and should use all our
knowledge and strength to sow the fields of creation,
as in this painting. But only God gives growth.
Humility is favored by true self-knowledge. We
are creatures and not the Creator. We don’t make the
rules of life or define right and wrong. We discover,
accept, and love these laws. A healthy awareness of our
limitations doesn’t enslave us. It sets us free. A humble
knowledge of the truth is empowering.
We are amazingly talented people, each uniquely
loved and gifted by God. Each of us can achieve, and

should strive for, the greatness he offers us. Humility
makes us capable of true and lasting greatness—just
look at Christ.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
How well do I know myself—both my strengths and
weaknesses?
Do I see everything as a gift and respond with
humility?

My son, conduct your affairs with humility,
and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.
Sirach 3:17
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Calendar
Monday
SEPTEMBER 2
Weekday
1 Thes 4:13–18
Lk 4:16–30

Life seems to be an endless grind of work, family
responsibilities, and more work? Can you help me
find meaning in my work?

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 3
St. Gregory the Great, Pope
and Doctor of the Church
1 Thes 5:1–6, 9–11
Lk 4:31–37

Y

Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 4
Weekday
Col 1:1–8
Lk 4:38–44
Thursday
SEPTEMBER 5
Weekday
Col 1:9–14
Lk 5:1–11
Friday
SEPTEMBER 6
Weekday
Col 1:15–20
Lk 5:33–39

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 8
Twenty-third Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Wis 9:13–18b
Phmn 9–10, 12–17
Lk 14:25–33

GEORGE RUDY/SHUTTERSTOCK

Saturday
SEPTEMBER 7
Weekday
Col 1:21–23
Lk 6:1–5

ou’ve hit upon one of life’s great mysteries! We struggle to make sense
out of our work, our pain, and our joy. There’s no simple answer to your
question, but let’s begin by looking at nature.
Leaves fall when autumn presages winter. Cold winds howl, and spring
eventually refreshes us before the summer swelter envelops us. Again and
again, one season must “die” before the next one gives life. A similar process
happens within us. Our work, tears, and lonely times are part of a cycle of
death and rebirth. Like the changing seasons, these open us to new growth.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: “Work honors the Creator’s gifts
and the talents received from him. It can also be redemptive. By enduring the
hardships of work...[we] collaborate in a certain fashion with the Son of God in
his redemptive work” (CCC 2427). Christ went this way before us, and he will
be with us in our difficulties.
Work can be difficult, hectic, and sometimes seem senseless. But we can
trust that Christ is present
in these ups and downs. We
can let go of anxiety and say,
“Jesus, I trust you are with
me now, in this moment
of work or pain, and that
together we will get through
this.”
May you find hope this
Labor Day weekend amid
your struggles through the
wonderful journey of life.
—Fr. Pat Grile, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
One must not exaggerate the “mystique” of work. The person “is
not only work”; there are other human needs that we must cultivate
and consider, such as family, friends, and rest. It is important,
therefore, to remember that any work must be at the service of the
person, not the person in the service of work.
—Letter to conference on human development, November 23, 2017
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September 8, 2019
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Wis 9:13–18b
Phmn 9–10, 12–17
Lk 14:25–33

A Love
of First Preference

Piece: Encounter Between St. Anthony, Abbot,
and St. Paul the Hermit, 1492-94
Artist: Bernardino Pinturicchio
Location: Vatican Museums, Borgia Apartments
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esus is radical and absolute when
speaking of his first preference
for love. In saying hating in today’s
Gospel, Jesus invites us to place God
first in our hearts. And when God is
first, we will actually love everyone
else more and better. Saint Gregory
comments on this passage: “In this
world let us love everyone, even
though he be our enemy; but let us
hate him who opposes us on our way
to God, though he be our relative. We
should...love our neighbor; we should
have charity towards all—towards
relatives and towards strangers—but
without separating ourselves from
the love of God out of love for them”
(Evangelia homiliae, 37, 3).
Jesus’ words mean that we cannot
be halfhearted in our love for God or
neighbors—even if our neighbor is an
enemy. The very nature of love is to put others first,
and that first “other” is God himself.
The painting from the Vatican Hall of Saints shows
St. Anthony, head of a large monastery, meeting in the
desert with St. Paul, a poor hermit who lived off the
land. Both represented two ways of totally responding
to God’s call—one as a religious monk living in a
thriving community and another as a hermit, living
separated from the world as testimony to what really
matters.
Religious brothers and sisters living by the vows of
poverty, chastity, and obedience—as monks, hermits,

or other forms of consecrated life—testify to the world
that this radical, loving God is first above all things.
They deserve our support and our imitation!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Is there something the Holy Spirit is asking of me
so my following of Jesus becomes more sincere and
committed?
How do I support religious vocations?

[Jesus said,] “Whoever does not carry his own cross
and come after me cannot be my disciple.”
Luke 14:27
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Calendar
Monday
SEPTEMBER 9
St. Peter Claver, Priest
Col 1:24—2:3
Lk 6:6–11

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 10
Weekday
Col 2:6–15
Lk 6:12–19
Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 11
Weekday
Col 3:1–11
Lk 6:20–26
Thursday
SEPTEMBER 12
Weekday
Col 3:12–17
Lk 6:27–38

Saturday
SEPTEMBER 14
Exaltation
of the Holy Cross
Nm 21:4b–9
Phil 2:6–11
Jn 3:13–17

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 15
Twenty-fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ex 32:7–11, 13–14
1 Tm 1:12–17
Lk 15:1–32

T

he temptations of Jesus, as recorded in the Gospels (Mark 1:12, Luke 4:1,
and Matthew 4:1), give us the proper direction with regard to sin and
temptation. Jesus was tempted three times, but he did not sin. More than that,
Jesus put his trust in God during the
temptations. Jesus’ message is clear:
if you feel tempted, call out to God!
Temptation is a suggestion or
impulse to sin, not a sin itself. To
experience temptation is natural,
not sinful. When tempted, remember
there is always a choice to sin or not.
Temptations become sins only when
we act on them. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church suggests a “silver
lining” to temptation: “There is a
certain usefulness to temptation.
No one but God knows what our
soul has received from him, not
even we ourselves. But temptation
reveals it in order to teach us to
know ourselves, and in this way we
discover our evil inclinations” (CCC 2847).
If you worry about temptation and sin, why not take part in your parish’s
sacrament of reconciliation? Like Jesus in the Gospels, you would then be
choosing God over evil. You would be asking God to strengthen your weakness,
especially in the face of temptation. Like the Lord, you can then proclaim:
“Worship the Lord, your God, and him alone shall you serve” (Luke 4:8).
—Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word from Pope Francis
I would like to reflect on nonviolence as a style of politics for
peace....May charity and nonviolence govern how we treat each
other as individuals, within society and in international life. When
victims of violence are able to resist the temptation to retaliate,
they become the most credible promoters of nonviolent peacemaking.
—Fiftieth World Day of Peace, January 1, 2017
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Friday
SEPTEMBER 13
St. John Chrysostom,
Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
1 Tm 1:1–2, 12–14
Lk 6:39–42

We talk about turning away from sin. When do
we cross the line between temptation and sin?

September 15, 2019
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Ex 32:7–11, 13–14
1 Tm 1:12–17
Lk 15:1–32

Sonship Restored

S

Piece: Prodigal Son, 1956
Artist: Francesco Messina
Location: Vatican Museums

For Reflection
Do I have a welcoming spirit about me, always looking to
build up and be positive?
Do I live gospel charity and love with all its consequences?

[Jesus said,] “I tell you, in just the same way there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents....”
Luke 15:7
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trangely enough and discouragingly often, we find
the attitude of the older son from the Prodigal Son
parable in the Church. The righteous believers who have
always belonged can be jealous and look down upon the
poor sinner who comes later and gets the same reward.
Yet, the attitude of all of us toward those who are
spiritually, morally, or materially needy should be that of
the loving father so wonderfully shown in the statue by
Francesco Messina.
The sinner comes back in shame, weakness, and obvious
failure. His very act of returning is a cry for help, support,
and understanding. The father offers his mercy and
compassion without questions, without an interrogation.
His shoulder is never too proud, too hard, or righteous to
be refused as a pillow for the humiliated soul who returns
broken, pillaged, and ruined by sin.
Messina chose to show the father and son naked because
it symbolizes mankind stripped to its essence. And in this
you reveal greatness. Humanity is noblest when admitting
its weakness. Humanity is greatest in its ability to show
mercy and lift the downtrodden. The father-son relationship
is most beautiful when it is being reconciled and restored.
We should always rejoice at the return of a prodigal child,
and we should always honor a forgiving parental heart.
“We must celebrate and rejoice,” said the father. If we are
convinced of this, we now have a charge: Go out and find
the lost coin and welcome back the lost sheep with humility
and joy!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Calendar
Monday
SEPTEMBER 16
Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs
1 Tm 2:1–8
Lk 7:1–10

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 17
Weekday
1 Tm 3:1–13
Lk 7:11–17

Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 18
Weekday
1 Tm 3:14–16
Lk 7:31–35

Friday
SEPTEMBER 20
Sts. Andrew Kim
Tae-gn, Priest,
Paul Chng Ha-sang,
and Companions,
Martyrs
1 Tm 6:2c–12
Lk 8:1–3

Saturday
SEPTEMBER 21
St. Matthew,
Apostle and Evangelist
Eph 4:1–7, 11–13
Mt 9:9–13

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 22
Twenty-fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Am 8:4–7
1 Tm 2:1–8
Lk 16:1–13

T

here are more Facebook accounts than Catholics worldwide, reports the
US Conference of Catholic Bishops (usccb.org/about/communications/
social-media-guidelines.cfm). Social media—blogs, social networks, text
messaging, and more—is the fastest-growing form of communication in the
United States, particularly among youth and young adults. How can we take
charge of it rather than let it control us?
While both adults and children need to protect
themselves from their own thoughtless impulses in
posting opinions and photographs online that may
affect their reputations and careers, children need
added protection from online predators. It’s advisable
for parents to set parameters with their children and
convey the idea that technology use is a privilege, not
a right. If parents intend to follow their kids on social
media or monitor their phone, texting, and internet
activity, transparency is better than spying and
snooping. This helps prevent violating the privacy that young people desire
and the trust needed between parents and their children. It’s also prudent for
parents to communicate the dangers of today’s digital world and be vigilant in
detecting warning signs exhibited by their children. These include changes in
a child’s personality and behavior, attempts to conceal their use of computers
and handheld devices, and a decline in academic performance.
“Social media can be powerful tools for strengthening community, although
social media interaction should not be viewed as a substitute for face-to-face
gatherings,” wrote the US Bishops. This applies to essential family interaction
as well.
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
Emails, text messages, social networks, and chats can also be fully
human forms of communication....Social networks can facilitate
relationships and promote the good of society, but they can also
lead to further polarization and division between individuals and
groups. The digital world is a public square...where we can either encourage or
demean one another.
—Fiftieth World Communications Day, January 24, 2016
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Thursday
SEPTEMBER 19
Weekday
1 Tm 4:12–16
Lk 7:36–50

How do I respect my young teenager’s privacy
in using social media without compromising
parental protection?

September 22, 2019
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Am 8:4–7
1 Tm 2:1–8
Lk 16:1–13 or Lk 16:10–13

Be Worthy of the Trust Given You

T

his marble statue by the baroque sculptor Gian Lorenzo Bernini commemorates the life of Pope Alexander
VII. It sits above the porta della preghiera—the side door of St. Peter’s Basilica—and it shows the Pope
kneeling in prayer. The Pope was known to prayerfully reflect on his death, and supported many beautification
projects in Rome.
Civil or religious authority should be a service. Public authority is conferred upon a person by election or
appointment in order to promote the common good.
Piece: Tomb of Pope Alexander
Far from a career of self-aggrandizement, it’s a call to
VII, 1671-78
place the good of others before one’s own.
Artist: Gian Lorenzo Bernini
When speaking of this, Jesus places the emphasis on
Location: St. Peter’s Basilica
trustworthiness. Those delegated authority are there to
serve and to honor the confidence given them. That’s
why financial or political corruption is so grievous.
People who first win the trust of others only to misuse
it by taking advantage of them violate their mandate.
And when trust is lost in public life and personal
relationships, life becomes a walk through a valley of
fear where we are governed by self-preservation. Truly
then, we become what the Latins wrote: “Man is a wolf
to man.”
So be worthy of the trust your family, clients, and
others place in you. Be worthy of the confidence God
has bestowed with all the talents he has given to use
for the good of others. Make your life a responsible gift
to others and rejoice in their flourishing more than
your own!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

JEAN-POL GRANDMONT/WIKIPEDIA

For Reflection
Am I a trustworthy servant with the authority and
gifts I have received?
Do I look more for my own progress and protection,
or that of others?

[Jesus said,] “The person who is trustworthy in very small matters
is also trustworthy in great ones.”
Luke 16:10
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Calendar
Monday
SEPTEMBER 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina,
Priest
Ezr 1:1–6
Lk 8:16–18

Is withholding or withdrawing life support
a form of euthanasia?

W

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 24
Weekday
Ezr 6:7–8, 12b, 14–20
Lk 8:19–21
Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 25
Weekday
Ezr 9:5–9
Lk 9:1–6

Friday
SEPTEMBER 27
St. Vincent de Paul,
Priest
Hg 2:1–9
Lk 9:18–22
Saturday
SEPTEMBER 28
Weekday
Zec 2:5–9, 14–15a
Lk 9:43b–45
Sunday
SEPTEMBER 29
Twenty-sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Am 6:1a, 4–7
1 Tm 6:11–16
Lk 16:19–31

CHAIKOM/SHUTTERSTOCK

Thursday
SEPTEMBER 26
Weekday
Hg 1:1–8
Lk 9:7–9

hile it’s always morally wrong to kill an innocent person, it can
sometimes be morally right to allow someone to die. This implies that
it is sometimes morally wrong to allow a person to die. To withhold antibiotics
from a person who has every chance of recovering and living a full life if given
the medication would be morally wrong.
But there are times when we must accept that our death is inevitable and
that additional medical treatment will place an excessive burden on us and
our caretakers, with little benefit.
To refuse such treatment is not a
form of suicide; rather it’s a decision
to allow the dying process to take
its natural course. The key words
here are excessive burden and little
benefit. When is using a ventilator
too burdensome to bear and able to
be withdrawn? When is the natural
care of nutrition and hydration
failing to do what it should? Such
life-sustaining treatment or care
may be too burdensome for some but not for others.
A young person after a car accident may be left a quadriplegic and unable to
breathe without a ventilator. He might consider the ventilator an extraordinary
means of preserving life and want to discontinue its use. Any determination
that disregards the value of this person’s life—by the patient himself or anyone
else—must be avoided. Ultimately, such judgments shouldn’t be made without
a careful review of Catholic moral teaching, medical and spiritual consultation,
—Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
and a well-formed conscience.
From Life, Death, and Catholic Medical Choices, Frs. Kevin O’Neil, CSsR, and Peter Black, STD,
© 2011 Liguori Publications

A Word from Pope Francis
The level of progress in a society is measured by its capacity
to safeguard life....Death from malnutrition is an attack on life.
Terrorism, war, violence; so is euthanasia. Loving life means always
taking care of the other, wanting the best for him, cultivating and
respecting her transcendent dignity.
—Address to Science and Life Association, May 30, 2015

© 2019 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on April 15, 2019, by Most
Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this work.
It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any form
without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.

September 29, 2019
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Am 6:1a, 4–7
1 Tm 6:11–16
Lk 16:19–31

Aspiring to True Greatness

I

t’s so easy to fall into complacency and not strive for greatness. When we’re young, we idealistically dream
of reaching the heights of success. Then with time and the resistance of circumstances, we are hypnotized
into settling for less and less. Eventually we’re content with just getting by, rather than embracing the arduous
struggle upon the higher road that once attracted us.
The rich man of the Gospel was also complacent. His wealth blinded him to the needs of Lazarus, the poor man
he passed and stepped over every time he entered
his home. Even though he could help, the rich man
refused. How could he be so inconsiderate? He had
everything and was unwilling to offer even leftover
food to someone in need.
God is against complacency and settling for
the easy and sensual. He upbraids the chosen
race for exactly that. They are too comfortable on
their expensive, comfortable couches. Saint Paul
challenges the young bishop Timothy to pursue high
ideals such as righteousness, devotion, faith, love,
patience, gentleness, and all other virtues. We should
strive for them as well. How?
Look at the painting by Salvador Dalí. The monk
stands at the edge of his sacred space, staring up
into the heavens at the crucified Jesus. There are no
material things to distract his gaze from the Savior.
Jesus is the beautiful, timeless ideal of every soul
aiming for perfect love. Keep your eyes on him and
you will never settle for anything but true greatness.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
When you were younger, what were some of your ideals
that were inspired by God?

Piece: Crucifixion
(Corpus Hypercubus), 1954
Artist: Salvador Dalí
Location: Metropolitan
Museum of Art

WIKIPEDIA

How have you followed them? Should you get back to
them?

“Then Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded if someone should rise from the dead.’”
Luke 16:31
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Calendar
Monday
SEPTEMBER 30
St. Jerome, Priest and
Doctor of the Church
Zec 8:1–8
Lk 9:46–50

Do dogs go to heaven?

F

Tuesday
OCTOBER 1
St. Thérèse of the Child
Jesus, Virgin and
Doctor of the Church
Zec 8:20–23
Lk 9:51–56
Wednesday
OCTOBER 2
Holy Guardian Angels
Neh 2:1–8
Mt 18:1–5, 10
Thursday
OCTOBER 3
Weekday
Neh 1:1–4a, 5–6, 7b–12
Lk 10:1–12
Friday

Saturday
OCTOBER 5
Weekday
Bar 4:5–12, 27–29
Lk 10:17–24

Sunday
OCTOBER 6
Twenty-seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Hab 1:2–3; 2:2–4
2 Tm 1:6–8, 13–14
Lk 17:5–10

SONG_ABOUT_SUMMER/SHUTTERSTOCK

OCTOBER 4
St. Francis of Assisi
Bar 1:15–22
Lk 10:13–16

ranciscan Friar Kevin Mackin writes, “The bond between person and pet
is like no other relationship, because the communication between fellow
creatures is at its most basic. Eye to eye are two creatures of love” (Catholic
Update: “Why We Bless Animals,” Liguori).
Is it any wonder that people desire to see their pets in heaven! Yet, we know
so little of what heaven is like. “We do know that when it is revealed we shall
be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). “At present we see
indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face” (1 Corinthians 13:12). Thus,
in heaven we’ll see and enjoy the loving essence of God for eternity.
Would not the sensation we experience on earth through a bond with loved
ones and with lovable creatures be experienced and infinitely satisfied when
we’re bonded to God’s loving
essence for eternity? In other
words, if a beloved pet gives us
such happiness on earth, won’t
that sensation be experienced
preeminently forever in
heaven? We either won’t miss
the pet for that very reason or
perhaps God will reunite us
with it in some form as part
of that heavenly experience.
“What eye has not seen, and
ear has not heard, and what
has not entered the human
heart, what God has prepared
for those who love him”
(1 Corinthians 2:9).
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
More than a place, [heaven] is a “state” of soul in which our
deepest hopes are fulfilled in superabundance and our being, as
creatures and as children of God, reach their full maturity. We will
finally be clothed in the joy, peace and love of God, completely,
without any limit, and we will come face to face with him!
—General audience, November 26, 2014
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