October 6, 2019
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Hab 1:2–3; 2:2–4
2 Tm 1:6–8, 13–14
Lk 17:5–10

The Attitude and Faith
of Humble Servants

W

who faithfully fulfills his position. Since he receives
everything from the master, he can only be grateful for
the chance to work. Such is our position before God.
We have no place being proud or demanding before
God since all we have is from him: life, family, health,
our talents.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

hat’s the difference between a believer and an
atheist? What separates one who is indifferent
to religion from a fervently religious person? Faith!
To believe is no small thing and a tremendous gift.
“Father, you are lucky you have faith!” an atheist
friend once said to me.
“I have tried often, but I
just can’t bring myself to
believe.”
We are indeed lucky,
because having faith in
Jesus opens us to heaven,
to life after death, to
finding hope and sense in
suffering. Faith allows us
to trust something bigger
than ourselves and to be
at peace even when all
around us is crazy. Faith
and acceptance is the
difference between deep,
interior harmony and a
radical frustration.
Piece: The Water of Life Discourse, 1600s—1700s
We have received
Artist: Angelika Kauffmann
everything from God,
Source: Wikipedia
which is why Jesus invites
us to have the attitude
For Reflection
of humble servants. He uses an example that’s clear
to his listeners: a servant works hard all day, comes
Am I humble enough to recognize my position before
home, and prepares and serves dinner. In so doing,
God, as his beloved child, but also his servant?
he is merely performing his job. Jesus isn’t endorsing
How can I live with greater faith in him and charity
the insensitive nature of the master but offering a
toward those who offer me their service?
model in the humble service of the domestic helper

[Jesus said,] “Is [the master] grateful to that servant because
he did what was commanded? So should it be with you.”
Luke 17:9–10
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
OCTOBER 7
Our Lady of the Rosary
Jon 1:1—2:1–2, 11
Lk 10:25–37

My parish has become so multicultural,
I hardly recognize it anymore!

T

Tuesday
OCTOBER 8
Weekday
Jon 3:1–10
Lk 10:38–42
Wednesday
OCTOBER 9
Weekday
Jon 4:1–11
Lk 11:1–4

Friday
OCTOBER 11
Weekday
Jl 1:13–15; 2:1–2
Lk 11:15–26
Saturday
OCTOBER 12
Weekday
Jl 4:12–21
Lk 11:27–28
Sunday
OCTOBER 13
Twenty-eighth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
2 Kgs 5:14–17
2 Tm 2:8–13
Lk 17:11–19

CNS PHOTO/JACLYN LIPPELMANN, CATHOLIC STANDARD

Thursday
OCTOBER 10
Weekday
Mal 3:13–20b
Lk 11:5–13

his is happening across the United States. Immigrant populations are
joining parishes, bringing their culture and values with them.
Years ago, Catholics strongly identified with a particular culture: Irish,
Polish, Italian, for example. They built churches and sometimes found their
own priests. They supported their own schools, teaching and praying in their
own language. These ethnic parishes gave security to people in a new land.
However, people died, went to war, or left the neighborhood, changing the
parish population. But the parish didn’t
die. Newcomers arrived, people who
didn’t share the same background or
language. Catholic means “universal.” It
can never be identified exclusively with
one particular parish church. A parish
isn’t a country club with an unspoken
charter written by those who have been
there the longest. One may have loyalty
to a parish, but this should be rooted in
love of the gospel.
When people experience change,
they seek security. In parishes, however,
security can lead to possessiveness. But
the parish, as it exists, isn’t meant to
threaten newcomers with its norms and
customs. A word of encouragement from
you, a long-standing parishioner, can help overcome these tensions. You’re
encouraged to welcome these people and let them know that we all practice a
faith that’s Catholic—in the fullest sense of the word.
—The Redemptorists
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
Perhaps you will be challenged by [our immigrants’] diversity.
But know that they also possess resources meant to be shared.
So do not be afraid to welcome them. Offer them the warmth
of the love of Christ....I am certain that, as so often in the past,
these people will enrich America and its Church.
—Meeting with United States bishops, September 23, 2015
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October 13, 2019
Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
2 Kgs 5:14–17
2 Tm 2:8–13
Lk 17:11–19

Paid with a Glass of Milk

A

young Howard Kelly was poor and hungry,
knocking on doors for a bit of charity. At the
last door, discouraged by so little response that day,
he merely asked for a glass of water from the young
girl who opened the door. Realizing he was more than
thirsty, she brought him a glass of milk. He asked what
he owed her and she responded, “Nothing. Mother has
taught us never to accept pay for a kindness.” Little
Howard responded simply: “Then I thank you from my
heart.” Years later this same little girl was a seriously
ill, middle-aged woman. She was transferred to the
city hospital and treated successfully by a specialist.
After months of treatment and medication, she

overcame the disease and returned home. When the
bill arrived, she feared to open it because, although not
totally poor, she was of humble means. Peering inside
the envelope, she found this message on the bill: “Paid
in full with one glass of milk. Dr. Howard Kelly.”
Our acts of kindness never go unpaid, and a little
love goes a long way toward transforming the world.
True gratitude is never just a word on the lips but a
lifestyle and an attitude of a noble heart. A gratefulhearted person knows that all we receive is a gift, and
we should return those gifts to those around us. Our
biggest benefactor is God himself, who has given us
life, love, and eternal salvation. May our Lord be the
first one to whom we return our gratitude!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
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How often do I say
thank you each day?
Is it enough?
When I can’t say thank
you in words, do I express
it with a smile, gesture, or
hidden act of kindness?

Piece: The Healing of the Leper
(from the Leben Christi series), 1967–68
Artist: Egino Weinert
Location: Vatican Museums

[Jesus said,] “Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?...
Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.”
Luke 17:18–19
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Calendar
Monday
OCTOBER 14
Weekday
Rom 1:1–7
Lk 11:29–32

What is a “doctor of the Church”?

Tuesday
OCTOBER 15
St. Teresa of Ávila,
Virgin and Doctor
of the Church
Rom 1:16–25
Lk 11:37–41
Wednesday
OCTOBER 16
Weekday
Rom 2:1–11
Lk 11:42–46

Friday
OCTOBER 18
St. Luke,
Evangelist
2 Tm 4:10–17b
Lk 10:1–9

Saturday
OCTOBER 19
Sts. John de Brébeuf
and Isaac Jogues,
Priests, and Companions,
Martyrs
Rom 4:13, 16–18
Lk 12:8–12

Sunday
OCTOBER 20
Twenty-ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ex 17:8–13
2 Tm 3:14—4:2
Lk 18:1–8

A Word from Pope Francis
Often it is better simply to slow down, to put aside our eagerness
in order to see and listen to others, to stop rushing from one
thing to another and to remain with someone who has faltered
along the way.
—The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium), November 24, 2013
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DETAIL (THOMAS AQUINAS) FROM VALLE ROMITA POLYPTYCH
BY GENTILE DA FABRIANO (CIRCA 1400) WIKIPEDIA

Thursday
OCTOBER 17
St. Ignatius of Antioch,
Bishop and Martyr
Rom 3:21–30
Lk 11:47–54

I

nstitutions of higher learning confer doctorates on those who make
significant contributions to a particular discipline. Likewise the Church,
as an institution of higher enlightenment, confers the title “doctor” on those
who have significantly illuminated Christ to his disciples.
Doctor is derived from the Latin docere, “to teach.” While all saints are
recognized for their exceptional holiness, popes or an ecumenical council may
bestow the honorary title of “doctor of the Church” to saints with exceptional
wisdom and learning. These rare individuals have contributed profoundly to
a greater understanding of the faith, making a monumental theological or
doctrinal impact on the Church.
The Church has thirty-six doctors. Saint
Gregory of Narek was the most recently
named in 2015. Saints Ambrose, Jerome,
Augustine, and Gregory the Great were
the original four. Saint Thomas Aquinas
(1225–1274) was accorded the distinctions
“doctor angelicus” and “doctor communis”
for his purity of life and clarity of thought
that were thought to stretch beyond the
confines of the human intellect. Saint
Catherine of Siena (1347–1380) became a
“shuttle diplomat” as she developed peace
treaties between warring political factions
in Italy in the fourteenth century. Saint Teresa of Ávila (1515–1582), whose
feast day is October 15, remains the hallmark of those seeking to engage in a
more mystical spirituality. Saint Alphonsus Liguori (1696–1787) was named a
doctor the quickest of all, a mere eighty-four years after his death.
These doctors proved themselves to be trustworthy guides for both
protecting and developing the great treasure that is our faith.
—The Redemptorists
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

October 20, 2019
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Ex 17:8–13
2 Tm 3:14–4:2
Lk 18:1–8

Powerful, Persistent
Prayer

W

Piece: The Storm on the Sea of Galilee, 1632

ater cuts through rock, not
Artist: Rembrandt van Rijn
because of its power, but because
Source: Wikipedia
of its persistence. As believing Christians,
persistence is one of the key virtues to
our life of prayer. We will penetrate the
solid rock of our faith, which is Christ,
only through regular and relentless
prayer. Saint Luke makes this clear when
he reveals Jesus’ intention in delivering
this parable “about the necessity for
them to pray always without becoming
weary” (Luke 18:1). Jesus wants us to
keep at it in prayer. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church has an entire section
devoted to prayer with the intriguing
title “The Battle of Prayer.” After 2,000
years of experience, the Church sums up
the theme of prayer as a battle! Moses
might have said the same thing, for his
perseverance in prayer was reflected in
the battle of Rephidim.
The truth is, God doesn’t entrust the
treasures of his friendship to just anyone
who says “Lord, Lord” to him. He knows
the fickleness of the human heart but
also that fidelity over time is the evidence
of sincere love. He longs for the hearts of his children to seek
him, but he also knows that for them to reach full maturity in
him, growth in prayer must be steady. God is not at all like the
unscrupulous judge of the Gospel. That is exactly Jesus’ point. If
God is actually “Our Father” who is literally dying to reconcile
with us, then so much more will he respond to us if we’re
persistent in praying to him.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Am I as persistent in prayer as I am in
pursuing other goals?
Does God’s apparent lack of response invite
me to greater trust and perseverance rather
than to question his goodness?

Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient;
convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.
2 Timothy 4:2
© 2019 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
OCTOBER 21
Weekday
Rom 4:20–25
Lk 12:13–21

When and where did perpetual adoration develop?

Tuesday
OCTOBER 22
Weekday
Rom 5:12, 15b,
17–19, 20b–21
Lk 12:35–38
Wednesday
OCTOBER 23
Weekday
Rom 6:12–18
Lk 12:39–48
Thursday
OCTOBER 24
Weekday
Rom 6:19–23
Lk 12:49–53

Saturday
OCTOBER 26
Weekday
Rom 8:1–11
Lk 13:1–9

Sunday
OCTOBER 27
Thirtieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Sir 35:12–14, 16–18
2 Tm 4:6–8, 16–18
Lk 18:9–14

From The Eucharist: 50 Questions From the Pews, © 2009 Liguori Publications

A Word from Pope Francis
The Eucharist joins heaven and earth; it embraces and penetrates
all creation. The world which came forth from God’s hands returns
to him in blessed and undivided adoration: in the bread of the
Eucharist, “creation is projected towards divinization, towards the
holy wedding feast, towards unification with the Creator himself.”
—Praise Be to You (Laudato si’), June 18, 2015
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Friday
OCTOBER 25
Weekday
Rom 7:18–25a
Lk 12:54–59

A

doration of the Eucharist can be traced to the early centuries of
Christianity, but the practice of perpetually adoring the Eucharist began
most clearly in Europe after the Council of Trent (1545–1563).
An Austrian community of cloistered Benedictine nuns took vows of
perpetual adoration in the seventeenth century. As the number of cloistered
communities dedicated to perpetual adoration grew, the need arose to bring
this devotion to the laity. By the nineteenth
century, various practices of adoration of
the Eucharist were established.
By the mid-nineteenth century, French
Saint Pierre-Julien Eymard started the
Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament
for men to instill in the lay faithful the
desire to honor and worship Christ in
the Eucharist. Saint Pierre-Julien built
churches dedicated to perpetual adoration
and inspired many to make a holy hour in
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
By the mid-twentieth century, the
practice of perpetual adoration began to
fade. With the renewal of the liturgy and
the accent on the baptismal priesthood’s
role of justice in the modern world, many types of devotions waned, including
devotion to visiting the Blessed Sacrament.
Saint John Paul II, however, revised the practice of perpetual adoration, and
today parishes throughout the United States have special chapels in which
parishioners are encouraged to spend at least one hour a week in adoration.
Pious societies promote perpetual adoration as a way of giving praise and
thanks to Christ.
—Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

October 27, 2019
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Sir 35:12–14, 16–18
2 Tm 4:6–8, 16–18
Lk 18:9–14

The Sincere Prayer
of a Sinner

S
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cholars tell us that no other Gospel talks more
about prayer than St. Luke’s. Last Sunday’s
Gospel insisted that we persevere in our prayer; this
week we’re admonished to pray with humility and

sincerity of heart. The prayer of a humble soul pierces
the clouds, rising to the throne of God!
The Pharisee, Jesus’ example of pride, doesn’t kneel,
bow his head, or sit in listening. He lists before God
all that he does, almost as evidence of how much
he deserves God’s blessings. We can almost read in
his words his conviction that God is lucky to have a
Pharisee like him.
In contrast, the publican, a politician and
a public figure considered by the Jews to be a
sinner and collaborator in evil, slips in the back
of the temple. He won’t even lift his eyes up to
God, as he is ashamed and keenly aware of his
unworthiness. He only recalls his sins, beats his
chest in penance, and asks for mercy. This is the
power of humility before God. It is the necessary
condition of our salvation and justification.
When we observe someone with Pharisaic
presumption, it produces in us an interior
rejection. Yet when we witness the vulnerability
and self-effacement of one who admits
weakness, we’re moved to compassion and ready
to forgive. If we who are imperfect respond like
this, how much more will God, knower of the
souls of humanity, respond with mercy to even
the hardest sinners who pray to him with a
sincere heart?
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection

Piece: Father in Prayer, 1902
Artist: Edvard Munch
Location: Vatican Museums

Do I sometimes present myself before God as
if I were doing him a favor with my faith?
How can I grow in humility toward God and
those closest to me?

[Jesus said,] “But the tax collector…beat his breast and prayed,
‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’”
Luke 18:13
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Calendar
Monday
OCTOBER 28
Sts. Simon and Jude,
Apostles
Eph 2:19–22
Lk 6:12–16

I see hate everywhere these days—in social media,
politics, even between religions. Are we helpless
to do anything about hatred?

Tuesday

T

OCTOBER 29
Weekday
Rom 8:18–25
Lk 13:18–21

Wednesday
OCTOBER 30
Weekday
Rom 8:26–30
Lk 13:22–30
Thursday
OCTOBER 31
Weekday
Rom 8:31b–39
Lk 13:31–35

Saturday
NOVEMBER 2
All the Faithful
Departed (All Souls)
Wis 3:1–9
Rom 5:5–11
Jn 6:37–40
Sunday
NOVEMBER 3
Thirty-first Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Wis 11:22—12:2
2 Thes 1:11—2:2
Lk 19:1–10

FIZKES/SHUTTERSTOCK

Friday
NOVEMBER 1
All Saints
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3
Mt 5:1–12a

raditionally, the Church promoted the idea of seven deadly sins. One
might assume that hatred is one of these sins, but it’s not. Hatred flows
out of something else: It’s a byproduct of the sins of envy, pride, anger, and
avarice. The way to counter hatred is to promote virtues that are the opposite
of the deadly sins from which hatred flows.
The virtue opposing the vice of envy is love. In love, we rejoice over our
neighbor’s good. 1 Thessalonians 5:15 talks about how we seek good for each
person. The opposite of pride is
humility. Today’s Gospel parable
of the Pharisee and tax collector
praying together (Luke 18:9–14)
speaks of true humility. The
tax collector recognized a basic
truth: that God is the creator,
the source of our life and spirit.
The virtue opposing anger is
meekness. In meekness, we
put aside our feelings to seek
reconciliation with our neighbor.
Jesus taught that we cannot
bring our gift to the altar if we
recall that our neighbor has something against us or vice versa (Matthew 5:23–
24). Finally, the virtue that destroys avarice is poverty. Poverty doesn’t mean
giving away all our money; it means we strive to become rich in what matters
to God (Luke 12:20) and to share with those who have less.
Hatred will be no more if we strive to be virtuous in the face of our envy,
pride, anger, and avarice.
—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word from Pope Francis
Sadly, we are witnessing a presentation of religion and religious
values in a fundamentalist way, which is used to justify the spread
of hatred, discrimination, and violence. The justification of such
crimes on the basis of religious ideas is unacceptable, for “God is
not the author of confusion, but of peace” (1 Corinthians 14:33).
—Joint declaration with pope of the Armenian Apostolic Church, June 26, 2016

© 2019 Liguori Publications, Liguori, MO 63057-9999. Printed in USA. Imprimatur: “In accordance with CIC 827, permission to publish was granted on May 21, 2019, by Most
Reverend Mark S. Rivituso, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of St. Louis. Permission to publish is an indication that nothing contrary to Church teaching is contained in this work.
It does not imply any endorsement of the opinions expressed in the publication; nor is any liability assumed by this permission.” No part of this work may be used in any form
without the prior written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from New American Bible, revised edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. To order Liguori Sunday Bulletins, call 800-325-9521, or visit Liguori.org.

