January 5, 2020
Epiphany of the Lord (A)
Is 60:1–6
Eph 3:2–3a, 5–6
Mt 2:1–12

Having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they departed for their country by another way.

ROXANA BASHYROVA/SHUTTERSTOCK

MATTHEW 2:12

A Christ for
Every Nation

“G

o back where you came from!” What if
the Magi heard this when they came to the
house where the Child was, and they heeded that
deriding message? The “signs of the times” that they
read told them a king had been born. They might not
have known exactly where to look, but they knew
what they were looking for, and they recognized that
king when they found him. These righteous men were
not Israelites, yet God revealed this great mystery to
them. Furthermore, there is no indication that they
eventually became Israelites. Rather, “they departed
for their country” (Matthew 2:12). God really does not
play favorites.
Then how are we to understand the claim of being
God’s Chosen People, whether ancient Israelites
or the Christian community? What’s the point of
being chosen if you are not the favorite? While
acknowledging God’s special love for his Chosen
People, both Isaiah and Paul answer this question.

The prophet claims that “nations will walk by your
light, kings by the radiance of your dawning” (Isaiah
60:3), and Paul says “the stewardship of God’s grace...
was given to me for your benefit” (Ephesians 3:2). In
other words, some have been chosen by God to bring
the light of God’s love to others.
The feast of the Epiphany celebrates two important
realities—the revelation of God to all people and the
responsibility to reveal that astounding mystery to
others. The Magi personify both realities. They were
men of another faith tradition to whom God revealed
the mystery of the Incarnation, and they returned
home and probably proclaimed to others the wonder of
that mystery.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

¬ How respectful are you of the religious quests of
others?

¬ In what ways might your life shine the light of
God’s love on others?
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Calendar
Monday

JANUARY 6
Christmas Weekday

What do we know about the Three Kings?

1 Jn 3:22—4:6
Mt 4:12–17, 23–25

Y

Tuesday

JANUARY 7
Christmas Weekday

1 Jn 4:7–10
Mk 6:34–44

Wednesday

JANUARY 8
Christmas Weekday

1 Jn 4:11–18
Mk 6:45–52

Thursday

VASANTY / SHUTTERSTOCK

our question reminds us how much human tradition has embellished
some of the events described in sacred Scripture. Historically, the name
Magi designates members of an ancient Near Eastern priestly caste. In
Matthew’s Gospel, they are presented as noble wise men and astrologers.
The number three has long been associated with the Magi. However, the
Gospel narratives never mention their number (though they did offer three
gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh). Saint Matthew is also silent about their
names. However, in the
eighth century, Western
traditions began calling
them Caspar, Melchior,
and Balthasar. Other
Christian traditions use
different names.
Though their gifts
indicate they were
from South Arabia,
it’s doubtful that they
represented particular nations or the major racial families. At the very least,
the Magi represent the Gentile peoples coming from afar to find the true God
in Jesus Christ. This contrasts with King Herod and Israel. Both neglected this
manifestation of God’s presence in their midst.
Astrology permeated ancient cultures, so it isn’t strange that astrologers
appear in the Bible. The Church responded by “Christianizing” aspects of
astrology. For example, the Church deliberately called Christ the “Sun of
Justice,” thus replacing the pagan god Sol with one true God. In the fourth
century, the Church placed the celebration of Christ’s Nativity on December
25, the birthday of the sun. We emphasize Jesus as the Light of the World and
celebrate his feast every week on Sunday.

JANUARY 9
Christmas Weekday

1 Jn 4:19—5:4
Lk 4:14–22

Friday

JANUARY 10
Christmas Weekday

1 Jn 5:5–13
Lk 5:12–16

Saturday

JANUARY 11
Christmas Weekday

1 Jn 5:14–21
Jn 3:22–30

Sunday

JANUARY 12
Baptism of the Lord

Is 42:1–4, 6–7
Acts 10:34–38
Mt 3:13–17

From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Do we know how to dream, to long for God, …or do we let
ourselves be swept along by life, like dry branches before
the wind? The Magi were not content with just getting by,
with keeping afloat. They understood that to truly live, we
need a lofty goal and we need to keep looking up.
—EPIPHANY HOMILY, JANUARY 6, 2018

Know Someone Overly
Anxious About Sin?

For more than fifty years,
Redemptorists have ministered
compassionately to those
struggling with scrupulosity.
For more information and
to sign up for our free
monthly newsletter, visit:
ScrupulousAnonymous.org
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January 12, 2020
Baptism of the Lord (A)
Is 42:1–4, 6–7
Acts 10:34–38
Mt 3:13–17

Our Chance to Start Anew

W

ho has not been asked, at the dawning of young adulthood, “What do you want to be when you grow
up?” Today there are so many options for both girls and boys. How does one decide? Money and security
are very tempting, as are fame and reputation. And then there is the other side of the story when, in the quiet of
our thoughts later in life, we wonder if we became everything we might have been. Did we choose the right path
or the easy one? Did we rise to the occasion when life challenged us or did we stay where it was comfortable? Did
we really grow up or did we just get older?
Today we cross the threshold of Christmastime and step into Ordinary Time when the readings focus on
discipleship. What kind of disciples do we want to be? Regardless of the past, today we have a chance to start
anew. The readings place two models before us—the servant in Isaiah and Jesus at his baptism.
Filled with the Spirit of God, Jesus is now ready to go out
FOR
into the world to proclaim God’s love and mercy and to give
evidence of that love and mercy in the way he treats others.
¬ W hat can you do to make your part of the
The servant in the Isaiah reading was also filled with the
world a better place?
spirit of God in order to “bring forth justice to the nations”
¬ Look within yourself. To what might God
(Isaiah 42:1). By baptism, we, too, are filled with God’s spirit.
be calling you?
How are we going to use it? What do we want to be when we

Reflection

grow up?

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

[Jesus] came up
from the water and
behold, the heavens
were opened [for him],
and he saw the Spirit
of God descending
like a dove.

A3PFAMILY/SHUTTERSTOCK

MATTHEW 3:16
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Calendar
Monday

JANUARY 13
Weekday

What does holy water do, and why is it near the
entrance to the church?

1 Sm 1:1–8
Mk 1:14–20

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE/BOB ROLLER

B

lessed water is a sacramental—a sign of spiritual effects and favors from
God. The Church admonishes us to use sacramentals, like holy water,
crucifixes, and rosaries, with reverence and respect.
Water is full of mystery. Although material, it can express something
spiritual. It cleanses us from filth and impurities; therefore, water is a symbol
of interior cleansing and
purifying. It also symbolizes
life. The scarcity of water in
many regions, including the
Holy Land, gives it special value.
What’s more, water is necessary
for the existence of all plants,
animals, and people.
In Matthew’s Gospel, John
the Baptist baptized with water
as an outward sign of inner
sorrow for personal sins. In the
sacrament of baptism instituted
by Christ, we are washed completely and born again of water and the Spirit.
Water here symbolizes the grace of God washing away our sins, purifying our
souls, and giving us new life in Christ.
The custom of placing a holy water font near the church doors is quite old.
As you enter a Catholic church, making the sign of the cross with holy water
reminds you of your baptism and of cleansing yourself before you approach
God’s presence. As you leave, bless yourself again and recall that baptism has
marked you for eternal life. When we bless ourselves with holy water, we do it
“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Tuesday

JANUARY 14
Weekday

1 Sm 1:9–20
Mk 1:21–28

Wednesday
JANUARY 15
Weekday

1 Sm 3:1–10, 19–20
Mk 1:29–39

Thursday

JANUARY 16
Weekday

1 Sm 4:1–11
Mk 1:40–45

Friday

JANUARY 17
St. Anthony,
Abbot

1 Sm 8:4–7, 10–22a
Mk 2:1–12

Saturday

JANUARY 18
Weekday

1 Sm 9:1–4, 17–19;
10:1
Mk 2:13–17

Sunday

JANUARY 19
Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

In baptism, your life was already immersed in the mystery
of the Trinity and you belong to Jesus. And if one day you
should be taken by fear, or you think that evil is too great to
be challenged, simply consider that Jesus lives within you.
—GENERAL AUDIENCE, SEPTEMBER 20, 2017
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Is 49:3, 5–6
1 Cor 1:1–3
Jn 1:29–34

January 19, 2020
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 49:3, 5–6
1 Cor 1:1–3
Jn 1:29–34

BY MONKEY BUSINESS IMAGES

id,
ing toward him and sa
m
co
s
su
Je
w
sa
he
y
.”
The next da
ay the sin of the world
aw
s
ke
ta
ho
w
,
od
G
of
“Behold, the Lamb
9
JOHN 1:2

Proud Servants of God

“M

y servant” is an identification a lot of
people will shy away from. A servant seeks
to accomplish someone else’s goals, and the adjective
“my” suggests belonging to another. Yet all of today’s
readings describe individuals who are proud to be
servants—servants of God. What makes this kind of
servant something to which all of us can aspire?
As a servant of God, Isaiah became “a light to the
nations that [God’s] salvation may reach to the ends
of the earth” (Isaiah 49:6). As a servant of God, Paul
became “an apostle of Christ Jesus,” proclaiming the
good news of God’s love “to the church of God that
is in Corinth.” As a servant of God, John the Baptist
prepared the way so that Jesus “might be made
known to Israel” (John 1:31). These servants sought to
accomplish God’s goals for the fulfillment of others. It
is in such commitment to others that we ourselves are

fulfilled. Ask any parent, lover, or good friend if this is
not the case.
We might not want to be the servant of another,
but what a privilege it is to be called to be a servant
of God, a light to others, to proclaim God’s love and
make Jesus known. By our baptism, we have all been
so called. We enlighten others by the way we live with
integrity. The unselfishness of our lives proclaims the
good news of Christ Jesus. Authentic Christian living
makes him known to the world. That’s what it means
to be a servant of God.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

¬ How does your life in the home, workplace, or
community manifest the love of God for others?

¬ How do you personally benefit by serving others?
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Calendar
Monday

JANUARY 20
Weekday

A religious community invited me to become a lay
associate. What kind of commitment is needed?

COURTESY GERALYN NEELY

W

hen laypeople and ordained ministers are attracted to the charism
of a religious order (its distinctive ministry, mission, and spirituality),
they’re often invited by its vowed members to participate as “associates” in
their prayer life, community dynamics, and apostolic works. After a period
of formation, associates may make degrees of commitment, with varying
expectations on those who profess a formal commitment. Associates may
also be given a distinctive sign of their
membership to wear during prayer and
ministry.
While associates like the Third
Order (tertiaries) have partnered
with Franciscans, Dominicans,
and Carmelites for centuries,
other congregations are only now
nurturing new forms of collaboration.
Usually, this partnership is mutually
transformative for the associates and
for those in consecrated life: “The
participation of the laity often brings unexpected and rich insights into
certain aspects of the charism, leading to a more spiritual interpretation of
it and helping to draw from it directions for new activities in the apostolate”
(Apostolic Exhortation on Consecrated Life [Vita Consecrata], 55).
Partnerships between religious communities and their associates are
growing in number, based not on utility or diminished numbers of religious
today, but on shared faith and responsibility to our universal baptismal
call. May the Holy Spirit guide you as you discern this special invitation to
holiness!
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM

1 Sm 15:16–23
Mk 2:18–22

Tuesday

JANUARY 21
St. Agnes,
Virgin and Martyr

1 Sm 16:1–13
Mk 2:23–28

Wednesday

JANUARY 22
Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

1 Sm 17:32–33, 37,
40–51, Mk 3:1–6

Thursday

JANUARY 23
Weekday

1 Sm 18:6–9; 19:1–7
Mk 3:7–12

Friday

JANUARY 24
St. Francis de Sales,
Bishop and
Doctor of the Church

1 Sm 24:3–21
Mk 3:13–19

Saturday

JANUARY 25
Conversion of
St. Paul, Apostle

Acts 22:3–16 or
Acts 9:1–22
Mk 16:15–18

Pope Francis

“What about you?” It is significant that these words of the
elderly Pope [Leo XIII] were also addressed to a laywoman
[Katharine Drexel]. We know that the future of the Church in
a rapidly changing society will call, and even now calls, for a
much more active engagement on the part of the laity.
—MASS WITH BISHOPS, CLERGY, AND RELIGIOUS OF

Sunday

JANUARY 26
Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Is 8:23—9:3
1 Cor 1:10–13, 17
Mt 4:12–23
or 4:12–17

PENNSYLVANIA, SEPTEMBER 26, 2015
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January 26, 2020
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Is 8:23—9:3
1 Cor 1:10–13
Mt 4:12–23 or 4:12–1

Is Christ Divided?

“Y

ou’re breaking the back of the body of
Christ!” Saint Paul might have said this to
members of the Corinthian community who rival
each other, claiming that the leader who baptized
them is greater than the one who baptized others:
“I belong to Paul...I belong to Apollos...I belong to
Cephas” (1 Corinthians 1:12). This suggests that,
based on their baptizer, the members themselves
are superior. Such rivalry sounds so petty. We
should be careful here, because some of this
rivalry still exists in the Church.
In any healthy group there will be diverse
opinions. We all have our own tastes, preferences,
cultural habits, and so on. This is true in church
music, preaching style, and religious devotion.
The uniformity of the Church prior to the Second
Vatican Council has given way to great diversity.
What is different is not necessarily bad. Nor
is our preference necessarily superior. Such
diversity need not pit us against each other, but
sometimes it does. Is Christ divided over points of
preference?
We are all part of the body of Christ; we
are all God’s beloved. The diversity among us
challenges us to work toward the common good,
to “be united in the same mind and in the same
purpose” (1 Corinthians 1:10). Let us not divide
Christ.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

From that time on, Jesus
began to preach and say,
“Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.”
MATTHEW 4:17

Reflection

understands faith differently? Do you
respect their viewpoint or automatically
ignore them?

¬ Which religious voices do you listen to?
Why?
© 2020 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999
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¬ How do you act toward someone who

Calendar
Monday

JANUARY 27
Weekday

What are deacons’ duties? Can they preside at
wedding ceremonies? What about baptisms and
other duties usually reserved for priests?

T

he Catholic Church has two kinds of deacons: transitional deacons,
seminarians in the last stage of their studies for the priesthood, and
permanent deacons, men who will remain deacons.
Transitional and permanent deacons can baptize, give homilies at Mass,
give blessings (for example, the blessing of throats on St. Blaise’s feast day),
perform the Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, and preside
at wedding and funeral services
where there is no Mass.
Neither type of deacon can
administer the sacrament of
reconciliation. They can visit
and bless the sick, but they
cannot anoint them. Deacons can
distribute holy Communion, but
they cannot consecrate the bread
and wine.
Unlike transitional deacons,
DEACON, AT LEFT / CNS PHOTO SEAN GALLAGHER, THE CRITERION
permanent deacons can be
married. If a deacon’s wife dies, he may not remarry except in certain
circumstances, for example, if his children are still very young. Unmarried
permanent deacons must remain unmarried.
Deacons are vital to the life of the Church. Many permanent deacons have
families and full-time jobs in addition to their Church work. We don’t thank
deacons and their families enough for the many sacrifices they make for the
people of God.
—Fr. Donald Kirchner, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
A WORD FROM

2 Sm 5:1–7, 10
Mk 3:22–30

Tuesday

JANUARY 28
St. Thomas Aquinas,
Priest and Doctor of
the Church

2 Sm 6:12b–15, 17–19
Mk 3:31–35

Wednesday
JANUARY 29
Weekday

2 Sm 7:4–17
Mk 4:1–20

Thursday

JANUARY 30
Weekday

2 Sm 7:18–19, 24–29
Mk 4:21–25

Friday

JANUARY 31
St. John Bosco,
Priest

2 Sm 11:1–4a, 5–10a,
13–17
Mk 4:26–34

Saturday

FEBRUARY 1
Weekday

2 Sm 12:1–7a, 10–17
Mk 4:35–41

Pope Francis

It deeply troubles me when I see a timetable in a parish:
“From such a time to such a time.” …Don’t worry about the
timetable: have the courage to look past the timetable. In
this way, dear deacons, if you show that you are available
to others, your ministry will not be self-serving, but
evangelically fruitful.
—JUBILEE OF DEACONS, MAY 29, 2016
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Sunday

FEBRUARY 2
Presentation
of the Lord

Mal 3:1–4
Heb 2:14–18
Lk 2:22–40
or 2:22–32

