March 1, 2020
First Sunday of Lent (A)
Gn 2:7–9; 3:1–7
Rom 5:12–19 or 5:12, 17–19
Mt 4:1–11

Jesus answered [the devil],
“Again it is written,
‘You shall not put the Lord,
your God, to the test.’”
MATTHEW 4:7

ARDA SAVASCIOGULLARI / SHUTTERSTOCK

Try It! You’ll Like It!

I

f only temptation was obvious, we might have a
better chance of avoiding it. But sometimes it’s so
subtle. It often disguises itself as something rather
attractive. This is precisely what happened in the
Garden of Eden. Scripture says temptation takes on a
living form—a serpent that convinces the woman that
the fruit of the wisdom tree will make them “like gods,
who know good and evil” (Genesis 3:5).
Who wouldn’t jump at such a possibility? Actually,
who hasn’t already fallen into that trap—acting
as if we are God, thinking we know everything or
wishing to be in complete control? Our faith certainly
encourages us to become more and more like God.
What made that desire wrong was the way Adam and
Eve sought to become like gods in their own way, not
God’s way.

The Gospel passage tells us that Jesus also was
tempted. Who doubts that Jesus wanted to be
successful in his ministry? But what would he do to
ensure success? Would he use divine power to attract a
following? No! Would he call upon God to protect him
from misunderstanding, rejection, even physical harm?
No! Would he bargain with the devil, who obviously
exercised power over many people? No! That was not
the way he would be the Messiah. Unlike the couple
in the Garden, Jesus recognized what was wrong even
when it was disguised as something good. How good
are we at recognizing temptation in our lives?
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

¬ In what ways does temptation sometimes trick you?
¬ What can you do so you won’t be tricked?
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Calendar
Monday

MARCH 2
Lenten Weekday

Is gambling a sin?

MILLETSTUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK

T

he Catechism of the Catholic Church mentions gambling in the context
of “temperance” to moderate attachment to worldly goods, “justice” to
render to our neighbor what is due, and “solidarity in accordance with the
golden rule” (CCC 2407). “Games of chance (card games, etc.) or wagers are
not in themselves contrary to justice. They become morally unacceptable
when they deprive someone of what is necessary to provide for his needs and
those of others. The passion for gambling risks becoming an enslavement.
Unfair wagers and cheating at games constitute grave matter….” (CCC 2413).
Gambling, therefore, is morally neutral. When properly controlled, it can
be a form of recreation for some. However, it becomes an enslavement when
obsessive gamblers neglect their families
or jobs, risk financial security, and
compromise their responsibilities to self,
others, and God. The allure of winning
and the desire to win even more—along
with venues that provide easy gambling
credit and other incentives—often
make it harder for people to know their
limits. Consequently, a severe gambling
addiction can lead and has led to stealing
to pay debts, divorce, job loss, despair,
and suicide.
No wonder St. Augustine cautioned,
“The devil invented gambling.” Even if Satan didn’t invent it, he’ll gladly
take credit for it when gambling becomes a means to his ends. In so many
words, those who win large amounts from lotteries and games of chance
frequently warn, “All that glitters isn’t gold.” Despite its enticements,
gambling ultimately fails to satisfy the human heart’s longing for meaning
and fulfillment.
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
A WORD FROM

Lv 19:1–2, 11–18
Mt 25:31–46

Tuesday

MARCH 3
Lenten Weekday

Is 55:10–11
Mt 6:7–15

Wednesday

MARCH 4
Lenten Weekday

Jon 3:1–10
Lk 11:29–32

Thursday

MARCH 5
Lenten Weekday

Est C:12, 14–16,
23–25
Mt 7:7–12

Friday

MARCH 6
Lenten Weekday

Ez 18:21–28
Mt 5:20–26

Saturday

MARCH 7
Lenten Weekday

Pope Francis

There are three temptations of Christ....First, wealth:
seizing hold of goods destined for all and using them only
for “my own people.” That is, taking “bread” based on the
toil of others or even at the expense of their very lives.
That wealth tastes of pain, bitterness, and suffering.
—HOMILY IN MEXICO, FEBRUARY 14, 2016
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Dt 26:16–19
Mt 5:43–48

Sunday

MARCH 8
Second Sunday
of Lent

Gn 12:1–4a
2 Tm 1:8b–10
Mt 17:1–9

March 8, 2020
Second Sunday of Lent (A)
Gn 12:1–4a
2 Tm 1:8b–10
Mt 17:1–9

What a Blessing!

T

oday’s readings don’t seem Lenten. They are
uplifting, not penitential. God makes promises
to Abram of extraordinary good fortune, political
protection, and international status. The man must
have been thrilled. Paul reminds Timothy that the life
of holiness and blessing to which we have been called
is a gift from God; always available to us, and not a
reward for any good works we might have performed.
And then we hear of Jesus’ transfiguration in the sight
of a few disciples. They were so overwhelmed by that
spectacular experience they wanted to pitch tents so
they wouldn’t have to leave the place. How are such
wondrous ideas penitential?
While God’s marvelous blessings are free gifts,
we are expected to respond to them appropriately,
to accept them and use them for the common good.
Abram’s blessings were not simply for him and his
family. “All the families of the earth will find blessing
in you” (Genesis 12:3). His blessings would open a door
to others—other nations, other ethnic groups, other
religious communities. Abram was not simply chosen
by God. He was chosen so that others might be blessed
through him.
Timothy was instructed to “bear your share of
hardship for the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:8). The blessing
might be a gift, but it carried the responsibilities of
discipleship. The voice from heaven told the disciples:
“Listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). Being chosen by God
or having seen the glory of Jesus calls for a change of
mind and heart. This change isn’t easy to accomplish.
It is the reason for penance.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Reflection

¬ In what ways might you be a blessing for others?
¬ Listen to Jesus. What is he saying to you?
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MATTHEW 17:2

ALEX FARIAS/ SHUTTERSTOCK

FOR

And he was transfigured before them;
his face shone like the sun and
his clothes became white as light.

Calendar
Monday

MARCH 9
Lenten Weekday

Is the new life that Jesus promises available
now for the taking, or is he talking about life
in heaven? The transfiguration seems to give
Jesus new life and spirit immediately.

Dn 9:4b–10
Lk 6:36–38

Tuesday

MARCH 10
Lenten Weekday

I

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Is 1:10, 16–20
Mt 23:1–12

Wednesday

MARCH 11
Lenten Weekday

Jer 18:18–20
Mt 20:17–28

Thursday

MARCH 12
Lenten Weekday
FORTY3ZERO/SHUTTERSTOCK

remember preparing an ecumenical prayer service to commemorate
the life and work of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I came across
a statement he made on April 3, 1968, the night before he was assassinated.
Utilizing the Gospel of Jesus’ transfiguration, Dr. King said, “I just want to do
God’s will. He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain....I’m happy tonight. I’m
not worried about anything. I’m not
fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen
the glory of the coming of the Lord.”
Indeed, Jesus went to the
mountaintop centuries ago and was
transfigured. In the glory of God’s voice
and vision, Jesus came back down,
fearing no one as he faithfully preached
God’s word, even as he went to another
mountaintop, that of Calvary. Only
then, in his moment of obedient death,
was God’s earthly glory fulfilled in him. “It is finished,” he proclaimed (John
19:30). Yet even here, there is still more: the wait in hope and expectation of
God’s ultimate vindication three days later in the resurrection.
So my hope for you, for me, for everyone, is that we also have mountaintop
experiences of God’s grace and blessing. Such moments of prayer, obedience,
and service are there for the taking whenever we receive God’s courage to
act with integrity, justice, or forgiveness. Still, the culmination of our own
bearings of the cross always awaits its ultimate completion beyond the grave
in the kingdom of heaven.
—Fr. James A. Krings
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Jer 17:5–10
Lk 16:19–31

Friday

MARCH 13
Lenten Weekday

Gn 37:3–4, 12–13a,
17b–28a
Mt 21:33–43, 45–46

Saturday

MARCH 14
Lenten Weekday

Mi 7:14–15, 18–20
Lk 15:1–3, 11–32

Sunday

MARCH 15
Third Sunday
of Lent

Ex 17:3–7
Rom 5:1–2, 5–8
Jn 4:5–42 or 4:5–15,
19b–26, 39a, 40–42

The event of the Lord’s transfiguration offers us
a message of hope—thus shall we be, with him.
It invites us to encounter Jesus, to be at the service of
our brothers and sisters.
—ANGELUS, AUGUST 6, 2017
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March 15, 2020
Third Sunday of Lent (A)
Ex 17:3–7
Rom 5:1–2, 5–8
Jn 4:5–42 or 4:5–15, 19b–26, 39a, 40–42

Water for Living,
or Living Water?

W

ater flows through this Sunday’s readings.
In the passage from Exodus, the Hebrews cry
out for the water so necessary for life. In the Gospel,
Jesus speaks of living water that provides eternal life.
The exchange between the Hebrews and Moses is
straightforward and startling. Physical thirst led them
to question the divine care that miraculously delivered
them from the hands of Egyptian oppressors. We
shouldn’t be too quick to shake our fingers at them.
How many times have we looked past blessings we take
for granted, only to focus on lesser immediate needs?
These desert people are our ancestors in more ways
than one.
The Gospel of John is most interesting. Jesus is in
Samaria, a land hated by the Jews. There he initiates a
conversation with an inhabitant of the town of Sychar,
someone who is an outcast in three major ways. She
is a woman—no self-respecting man would be alone

with a woman he didn’t know. She is a Samaritan—
Jews considered Samaritans unclean. And she is
promiscuous—his own honor might be at risk. The
woman’s questionable social status does not prevent
Jesus from engaging her, first in social etiquette (“Give
me a drink” [4:7]), then in a theological exchange
(“Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never
thirst” [4:14]).
The Hebrews experienced God’s saving action in
their exodus, but they lacked trust. The woman, hated
by the Jews, was an outcast of her own people, yet she
believed. How do we respond to the water?
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

¬ L ook at the deepest longings of your heart.
What might quench your thirst?

¬T
 he Samaritan woman may have been the last
person we would expect Jesus to engage with.
What does this say about us?

RICCARDO MAYER /SHUTTERSTOCK

[Jesus said,] “The water
I shall give will become
in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.”
JOHN 4:14
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Calendar
Monday

MARCH 16
Lenten Weekday

For many of us older Catholics, our children
have either left the faith or they don’t belong to
any church. Consequently, their children aren’t
baptized. We were taught that anyone may
baptize in an emergency. Can we baptize our
grandchildren? If so, how?

2 Kgs 5:1–15b
Lk 4:24–30

Tuesday

MARCH 17
Lenten Weekday

Dn 3:25, 34–43
Mt 18:21–35

W

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

This season of Lent is a good occasion to draw near to
[Jesus], to encounter him in prayer in a heart-to-heart
dialogue; to speak with him, to listen to him....In this way
we can renew in ourselves the grace of baptism, quench
our thirst at the wellspring of the Word of God.

Wednesday

MARCH 18
Lenten Weekday

Dt 4:1, 5–9
Mt 5:17–19

Thursday

SOKOLOVA MARYNA/SHUTTERSTOCK

hen necessary, “any person,” even one who is not baptized, “can
baptize provided that he has the intention of doing that which the Church
does and provided that he pours water on the candidate’s head while saying: ‘I
baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1284).
Church law permits baptism when at least one
consenting Catholic parent or guardian plans to nurture
the child in the faith and in the faith community.
Some people—with the best intentions—may disregard
these legal conditions and resort to baptizing a child
in secret or against the parents’ will. However, while
the Trinitarian formula used while pouring water over
a child qualifies as the sacrament even under non-lifethreatening circumstances, it’s also contrary to Church
law. This has negative consequences both for the child
being baptized and the grandparents doing the baptizing!
May you find consolation in these words: “Baptism is necessary for
salvation for those to whom the Gospel has been proclaimed and who have
had the possibility of asking for this sacrament” (CCC 1257). Should a child
die without baptism, we can trust in God’s mercy, since the full proclamation
of the gospel and request for the sacrament was not possible for the child.
Moreover, Jesus’ tenderness toward children allows us “to hope that there is a
way of salvation for children who have died without baptism” (CCC 1261).
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

MARCH 19
St. Joseph,
Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

2 Sm 7:4–5a,
12–14a, 16
Rom 4:13, 16–18, 22
Mt 1:16, 18–21, 24a
or Lk 2:41–51a

Friday

MARCH 20
Lenten Weekday

Hos 14:2–10
Mk 12:28–34

Saturday

MARCH 21
Lenten Weekday

Hos 6:1–6
Lk 18:9–14

Sunday

MARCH 22
Fourth Sunday
of Lent

1 Sm 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a
Eph 5:8–14
Jn 9:1–41 or
Jn 9:1, 6–9, 13–17,
34–38

—ANGELUS, MARCH 19, 2017
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March 22, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Lent (A)
1 Sm 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a
Eph 5:8–14
Jn 9:1–41 or 9:1, 6–9, 13–17, 34–38

Jesus said,
“I came into this
world for judgment,
so that those who do
not see might see, and
those who do see might
become blind.”
JOHN 9:39

TATIANA DYUVBANOVA /SHUTTERSTOCK

I See

D

o we? Do we really see? Do we understand?
There is so much that is simply misunderstood or
unnoticed. Little about life is uncomplicated, and even
that which is uncomplicated so often slips right by us.
This is true about a life lived alone or with others. It is
also true about our life with God.
The first reading is an example of this. God will
choose one of the sons of Jesse to be king. Will it be
the eldest, the rightful heir? If not him, perhaps it
will be the brightest one or the most pious. All of
these highly valued characteristics would certainly
be necessary for one to be an effective king. However,
Jesse and his sons did not see in the same way as God.
Their youngest brother, the one tending the sheep,
would be God’s choice. He was the one God wanted,
and so David was anointed in the presence of his
family.

The Gospel tells another story about seeing. In it,
Jesus restores a man’s sight. What began as a story
about physical blindness and sight then becomes a
lesson about seeing and understanding the mystery
of God’s power as opposed to refusing to see and
understand it. No one in the story could claim that
the man had not really been blind. Then why did they
refuse to acknowledge that God’s power had done
something marvelous in their presence? But they did
refuse. We can, indeed, choose to be blind.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

¬ Does bias make you blind to the gifts of others?
¬ Do you find it difficult to recognize the power of
God as it unfolds before you? Why?
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Calendar
Monday

Why does the Church honor St. Joseph?

THOOM/SHUTTERSTOCK

S

aint Joseph was chosen by the Lord to be the spouse of Mary and a
guardian of the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ. The little we know about
Joseph is taken from the Gospels. In the Book of Matthew, we learn that Mary
is betrothed to Joseph, “a righteous man” (Matthew 1:19). When Joseph learns
that Mary is already with child, he
decides to dismiss her quietly so as
not to disgrace her publicly. But an
angel of the Lord appears to him in a
dream and tells him not to be afraid
to take Mary as his wife and informs
him that she will bear the child of the
Holy Spirit, the one who will come to
save people from their sins. Joseph
obeys the angel without question.
Joseph heeds God’s call once again
when instructed by an angel of the
Lord to flee Bethlehem to escape the
murderous Herod. Matthew tells us:
“Joseph rose and took the child and
his mother by night and departed for
Egypt” (Matthew 2:14).
It is this faithfulness, this
steadfast and complete trust in God,
that makes Joseph such a wonderful
example for us, and for this, the
Church honors him.
—Fr. Paul Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

MARCH 23
Lenten Weekday

Is 65:17–21
Jn 4:43–54

Tuesday

MARCH 24
Lenten Weekday

Ez 47:1–9, 12
Jn 5:1–16

Wednesday

MARCH 25
The Annunciation
of the Lord

Is 7:10–14; 8:10
Heb 10:4–10
Lk 1:26–38

Thursday

MARCH 26
Lenten Weekday

Ex 32:7–14
Jn 5:31–47

Friday

MARCH 27
Lenten Weekday

Wis 2:1a, 12–22
Jn 7:1–2, 10, 25–30

Saturday

MARCH 28
Lenten Weekday

Jer 11:18–20
Jn 7:40–53

Sunday

MARCH 29
Fifth Sunday
of Lent

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

We can imagine what Joseph must have been thinking.
How is it that the Son of God has no home? …And those
of us who do have a home, a roof over our heads, would
also do well to ask: Why do these, our brothers and sisters,
have no place to live?
—MEETING WITH THE HOMELESS, SEPTEMBER 24, 2015
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Ez 37:12–14
Rom 8:8–11
Jn 11:1–45 or
Jn 11:3–7, 17,
20–27, 33b–45

March 29, 2020
Fifth Sunday of Lent (A)
Ez 37:12–14 / Rom 8:8–11
Jn 11:1–45 or 11:3–7, 17,
20–27, 33b–45

God Opens Our Graves

I

t is not ghosts that come out of these graves, but a second chance at life. Ezekiel compares the
reestablishment of ancient Israel after the exile with the dead rising alive from their graves. They are filled
with God’s spirit, God’s power of life, and they have a second chance at living. Only the graciousness of God could
imagine such a marvel; only the power of God could accomplish it. Jesus performs an even greater marvel. He
actually brings Lazarus back from death, giving him a second chance at living. Once again, only the graciousness
of God could imagine such a marvel; only the power of God could accomplish it. Jesus is that graciousness and
that power, as he declares: “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).
After its reestablishment, Israel was not immune to failure, nor was Lazarus exempt from eventual death.
That was not the point. The point was a demonstration of divine generosity at that particular moment. As seen
in the Gospel reading, the point is Jesus’ self-identification: “I am the resurrection and the life.” What follows is
paradox: Those who live in him will not die; even if
they die, they will live.
FOR
Joined to the one who is the resurrection and the
¬W
 e were plunged into death and rose to new life
life, we too will be raised from our graves and be
at
baptism. Does your life give evidence of this?
transformed into a new life. We will never again face

Reflection

failure, as did the Israelites, or death, as did Lazarus,
for the Spirit of Jesus will live in us.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

¬ I n what ways does your life manifest the Spirit
working through you?

You shall know that I am
the Lord, when I open your
graves and make you come
up out of them, my people!

MEUNIERD/ART STOCKER /SHUTTERSTOCK

EZEKIEL 37:13
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Calendar
Monday

MARCH 30
Lenten Weekday

I’m very disturbed at some clothing—
or lack thereof—worn at Mass these days.
I find myself being judgmental and I don’t want
to be. Does our Catechism mandate a dress code?

Dn 13:1–9, 15–17,
19–30, 33–62
or 13:41c–62
Jn 8:1–11

B

A WORD FROM

Tuesday

MARCH 31
Lenten Weekday

Nm 21:4–9
Jn 8:21–30

Wednesday

APRIL 1
Lenten Weekday
OVERKIT/SHUTTERSTOCK

eing judgmental can exist on
both sides of this issue: Those
who dress casually or inappropriately at
Mass may be seen as unmotivated and
disrespectful; those who dress up may
be accused of doing so not for God but
to impress everyone else at Mass.
The casual-dress advocates are
influenced by the current relaxed
cultural norms on attire—in church
and elsewhere. They rightfully point
out that one’s presence at Mass is more
important to God than one’s clothing.
The dress-up advocates may believe this, too. However, the thought of
actually being in God’s presence at Mass determines their clothing choice.
Thus, an understanding of how the Mass is viewed today affects both
casual-dress and dress-up proponents. While Catholics believe that Christ is
present in all of creation and history, Christ’s presence under the appearances
of bread and wine is fundamental to our tradition. Moreover, a full
appreciation of the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist impacts far more
than our outward appearances!
While the Catechism of the Catholic Church has no official dress guidelines,
it’s best to assume that most attend Mass for the same reasons as you.
Essentially, most people who dress sensibly and make an effort to attend Mass
are expressing their reverence and love for God.
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Pope Francis

I invite you to think for a moment, in silence, here: Where
is my interior necrosis? Where is the dead part of my soul?
Where is my tomb? …And to remove the stone, to take
away the stone of shame and allow the Lord to say to us,
as he said to Lazarus: “Come out!”

Dn 3:14–20,
91–92, 95
Jn 8:31–42

Thursday

APRIL 2
Lenten Weekday

Gn 17:3–9
Jn 8:51–59

Friday

APRIL 3
Lenten Weekday

Jer 20:10–13
Jn 10:31–42

Saturday

APRIL 4
Lenten Weekday

Ez 37:21–28
Jn 11:45–56

Sunday

APRIL 5
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord

Mt 21:1–11
Is 50:4–7
Phil 2:6–11
Mt 26:14—27:66
or Mt 27:11–54

—HOMILY, APRIL 6, 2014
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