November 1, 2020
All Saints (A)
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3
Mt 5:1–12a

Who Wants to Be a Saint?

T

his question can be understood in two very
different ways. On the one hand it asks: Who
might step forward to accomplish this feat? On the
other hand, it wonders: Who wants to bother putting
forth the effort? Perhaps we have read too many of
the wrong “lives of the saints” to want to be one of
them. So often those stories describe extraordinary
feats of physical punishment. Anyone who thinks
that such abuse is what makes a saint should listen to
St. Irenaeus of Lyons. He insists, “The glory of God
is man [Christ] fully alive.” Sainthood is allowing the
sanctifying grace of God to dwell habitually in us
and make us like he who is fully alive—Jesus Christ.
However, what does “fully alive” really mean?
To be fully alive means to be people of faith; to
have deep principles and to live by them, regardless
of the cost. It means to realize that we are part of the

wondrous creation of nature, and we must respect our
place in it and our responsibilities for it. It means to
care for others as well as for ourselves. All of this is
grounded in faith in God, who loves us enough to make
us and who made us to be fully alive. However, it is not
always easy to live this out. Here is where the struggle
comes in. We don’t have to create struggle; life will do
that for us. Still, to be fully alive is well worth the price
we might be asked to pay. Isn’t it?

FOR

Reflection

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

W What challenges do your life circumstances
present to you?
W What prevents you from standing up for principle
in those circumstances?

SARA CARPENTER/SHUTTERSTOCK

[Jesus said,]
“Blessed are they
who are persecuted
for the sake of
righteousness,
for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.”
MATTHEW 5:10
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Calendar
Monday

NOVEMBER 2
All the Faithful
Departed
(All Souls’ Day)

I exercise my civic duty to vote. How should
my Catholic faith inform my voting choices?

LJUPCO SMOKOVSKI/SHUTTERSTOCK

F

or Catholic voters, the selection of candidates and the policies they may
enact are best exercised within the sanctity of a well-formed conscience.
The Catholic approach to faithful citizenship relies on moral principles
found in Scripture and on four major principles of Catholic moral and
social teaching that don’t “easily fit ideologies of ‘right’ or ‘left,’ ‘liberal’ or
‘conservative,’ or the platform of any political party” (Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 55).
These four principles include the life and dignity of the human person (all
human life is sacred, from conception to natural death); subsidiarity (the
family as the basic unit of human society); the common good (protecting
basic human rights and social conditions for all, and a duty to care for God’s
creation); and global solidarity (especially a preferential option for the poor).
Because the Church cannot
compromise these basic
principles or moral teachings,
our cause is the defense of
human life and dignity, and
the protection of the weak and
vulnerable—not a particular party or candidate (FCFC 58).
Moreover, the faith-filled voter is urged to choose candidates who not only
integrate the tenets of Catholic social teaching, but who also reject intrinsically
evil acts. According to St. John Paul II, those acts include “any kind of homicide,
genocide, abortion, euthanasia and voluntary suicide; whatever violates the
integrity of the human person...whatever is offensive to human dignity, such
as subhuman living conditions, arbitrary imprisonment, deportation, slavery,
prostitution and trafficking in women and children” (Veritatis Splendor, 80).
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

Christians are called to promote political dialogue,
especially where it is threatened and where conflict
seems to prevail. Christians are called to restore dignity
to politics and to view politics as a lofty service to the
common good, not a platform for power....To be a leader
demands thoughtfulness, training, and experience.

Wis 3:1–9
Rom 5:5–11
Jn 6:37–40

Tuesday

NOVEMBER 3
Weekday

Phil 2:5–11
Lk 14:15–24

Wednesday

NOVEMBER 4
St. Charles Borromeo,
Bishop

Phil 2:12–18
Lk 14:25–33

Thursday

NOVEMBER 5
Weekday

Phil 3:3–8a
Lk 15:1–10

Friday

NOVEMBER 6
Weekday

Phil 3:17—4:1
Lk 16:1–8

Saturday

NOVEMBER 7
Weekday

Phil 4:10–19
Lk 16:9–15

Sunday

NOVEMBER 8
Thirty-second Sunday
in Ordinary Time

—ADDRESS TO BISHOPS’ CONFERENCES OF THE
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, OCTOBER 28, 2017
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Wis 6:12–16
1 Thes 4:13–18
or 4:13–14
Mt 25:1–13

November 8, 2020
Thirty-second Sunday
in Ordinary Time (A)
Wis 6:12–16
1 Thes 4:13–18 or 4:13–14 | Mt 25:1–13

We who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air.
1 THESSALONIANS 4:17

DOIDAM 10/SHUTTERSTOCK

Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven,
but Nobody Wants to Die

T

his is the title of a bluegrass song as well as a
book on bioethics. It’s a clever title, and there is
some profound truth in it. Death, which is so natural
for living things, seems so unnatural to human beings,
who cling tenaciously to life. One would think that
believers who hold that Christ conquered death would
be comforted by that faith. However, that isn’t always
the case. It’s not that they don’t believe; it’s that they
don’t understand what they believe. But that is the
difference between understanding and believing.
This is the problem described in Paul’s letter
today. The Thessalonians believed that, through
his resurrection, Christ conquered death. Then why
did some among them begin to die? Did those dying
lack faith? No, Paul insists. Jesus, who died and rose,
embraces those who have died and who will rise with
him. Did the people fully understand this? Do we? Isn’t
this a question of faith—and trust?

Paul thought that he and other believers could still
be alive when the rising would happen, and they were
not. Or were they? Doesn’t our faith give us hope that
we—both the living and the dead—will be embraced
by God’s mercy? Doesn’t something wondrous occur
when those who have “fallen asleep” wake up in the
glory of God? Still, we might not understand all of this,
but we are called to believe, and in believing we are
told to “console one another with these words”
(1 Thessalonians 4:18).
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

W What about death frightens you?
W At such moments, remind yourself that God loves
you and that the risen Christ will embrace you.
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Calendar
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A non-Christian friend asked if Catholics read the
Bible. What can I say about Catholics and the Bible?

EDWARD LARA/SHUTTERSTOCK

Y

es. Catholics consider the Bible to be the inspired word of God by
which he revealed to the Jewish and early Christian people who he is
and how they can attain salvation. The Bible comprises many shorter works
collected together. The books of the Bible were written at different times by
different people. There are two parts to the Bible: the Old Testament and the
New Testament.
The Old Testament talks about God’s relations with the Jewish people before
the coming of Jesus. The Old Testament consists of the first five books, which
are sometimes called the Pentateuch; the
histories, which tell about the conquest of
the Holy Land; the prophets, which record
the words of those sent to Israel to call it
back to the true belief in God; the writings,
containing sacred songs (the Psalms), advice
on everyday living, and other explorations of
religious issues. In the Greek tradition, which
Catholics follow, the Old Testament contains
forty-six books.
The New Testament, a collection of
twenty-seven shorter books, talks about
Jesus and his followers. It consists of the four
Gospels, which are about Jesus’ life on earth,
his death, and resurrection; letters, which
are written to newly established Christian
communities to guide them in their faith; the Acts of the Apostles, which is
a history of the activities of the early Church; and a book of prophesy, called
Revelation.
— Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org
A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

The study of the sacred Scriptures must be a door opened
to every believer….Evangelization demands familiarity with
God’s word, which calls for dioceses, parishes, and Catholic
associations to provide for a serious, ongoing study of
the Bible, while encouraging its prayerful individual and
communal reading.

NOVEMBER 9
Dedication of the
Lateran Basilica (Rome)

Ez 47:1–2, 8–9, 12
1 Cor 3:9c–11, 16–17
Jn 2:13–22

Tuesday

NOVEMBER 10
St. Leo the Great, Pope
and Doctor of the Church

Ti 2:1–8, 11–14
Lk 17:7–10

Wednesday

NOVEMBER 11
St. Martin of Tours,
Bishop

Ti 3:1–7
Lk 17:11–19

Thursday

NOVEMBER 12
St. Josaphat,
Bishop and Martyr

Phmn 7–20
Lk 17:20–25

Friday

NOVEMBER 13
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini,
Virgin

2 Jn 4–9
Lk 17:26–37

Saturday

NOVEMBER 14
Weekday

3 Jn 5–8
Lk 18:1–8

Sunday

NOVEMBER 15
Thirty–third Sunday
in Ordinary Time

—EVANGELII GAUDIUM, NOVEMBER 24, 2013
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Prv 31:10–13,
19–20, 30–31
1 Thes 5:1–6
Mt 25:14–30

November 15, 2020
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Prv 31:10–13, 19–20, 30–31
1 Thes 5:1–6
Mt 25:14–30

Ready or Not,
Here I Come

A

INDIGOLOTOS/SHUTTERSTOCK

s children we called out this chant when
playing hide-and-seek. However, it could
very well describe the message of two of today’s
readings. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that
“the day of the Lord will come like a thief at night”
(1 Thessalonians 5:2). The Gospel tells a story
about a man who returns after a long journey and
intends to settle accounts with those whom he put
in charge of his household. In both instances, the
one returning might cry out, “Ready or not, here
I come!” The point of each story: Be ready! But
how? The Thessalonians are told they “are children
of the light” (5:5). The Gospel suggests what that
expression might mean—be responsible for what has
been given to you.
In the Gospel, some servants fully use the talents
given to them. However, one servant buries what he
received. If that was not bad enough, that servant
alleged fear of the householder as reason for his lack
of initiative. If he knew that the householder was
as demanding as he stated he was, he should have
realized that his master would expect him to use what
had been given. There is no excuse here in refusing to
use what was given, nor in blaming the householder.
All of us have been given life, talents, and
abilities. We are expected to use them. This is
what it means to live fully. Surely we Catholics will
be excited, not afraid, when the Lord announces,
“Ready or not, here I come!”
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Let us not sleep as the rest do,
but let us stay alert and sober.
1 THESSALONIANS 5:6

FOR

Reflection

W Are you faithful to your responsibilities?
W If not, what is holding you back?

© 2020 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday

NOVEMBER 16
Weekday

Is it OK to donate my body to science?

Rv 1:1–4; 2:1–5
Lk 18:35–43

Y

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

From our own death and from our gift the life and health
of others, sick and suffering, may spring forth, helping to
reinforce a culture of help, of giving, of hope, and of life.
In the face of the threats against life…society needs these
concrete gestures of solidarity and generous love.

Tuesday

NOVEMBER 17
St. Elizabeth of
Hungary, Religious

Rv 3:1–6, 14–22
Lk 19:1–10

Wednesday

NOVEMBER 18
Weekday

Rv 4:1–11
Lk 19:11–28

Thursday

NOVEMBER 19
Weekday

Rv 5:1–10
Lk 19:41–44

Friday

DMYTRO ZINKEVYCH/SHUTTERSTOCK

es, and here is some background. Christ makes possible a new and
eternal creation. He “will change our mortal bodies to be like his in glory,
for he is risen, the firstborn from the dead” (Order of Christian Funerals, 219).
Resurrection, then, is not a return to life as we know it. The body is not a
resuscitated one like Lazarus’ (see John 11), but a resurrected one like Christ,
transformed and glorified. Christians traditionally revere the body—while
alive, and at the time of death—because we
are created in God’s image. Some reason that
such respect for the body prevents donating
it to science, but that’s not the opinion of the
Church.
“Catholic health care institutions should
encourage and provide the means whereby
those who wish to do so may arrange for the
donation of their organs and bodily tissue,
for ethically legitimate purposes, so that they
may be used for donation and research after
death” (The Ethical and Religious Directives for
Catholic Health Care Services, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 63).
It’s advisable to make this decision to
donate in consultation with family members
or health care providers. Many, echoing St.
John Paul II, consider such a self-giving act
in death “with a view to offering a chance of health and even of life itself to
the sick who sometimes have no other hope” (The Gospel of Life [Evangelium
Vitae], 86) as a supreme manifestation of what it means to be Christian!
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

NOVEMBER 20
Weekday

Rv 10:8–11
Lk 19:45–48

Saturday

NOVEMBER 21

Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 11:4–12
Lk 20:27–40

Sunday

NOVEMBER 22
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe

Ez 34:11–12, 15–17
1 Cor 15:20–26, 28
Mt 25:31–46

—ADDRESS TO ITALIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE DONATION
OF ORGANS, TISSUES, AND CELLS, APRIL 13, 2019
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November 22, 2020
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (A)
Ez 34:11–12, 15–17
1 Cor 15:20–26, 28
Mt 25:31–46

The Lord Is
My Shepherd

T

he prominent image for God in today’s
readings is the shepherd. This might be an
unfamiliar image for city dwellers, but it is a very
rich religious image. The Bible tells us that early
Israelites were herders, so they know a lot about
shepherds. They knew that shepherds follow the
wandering of their sheep and attended to their
needs—not the other way around. They knew
that shepherds lived with their sheep in the hills
for long periods, away from family, friends, and
the comforts of life. They knew that shepherds
helped birthing and dying. They knew that all of
this is a messy, smelly business, and no job for the
fastidious.
Many nations of the ancient world, Israel
included, thought of their kings as shepherds of
the people—leaders who should be willing to do for
their people what the shepherd does for the sheep.
This explains why, on the feast of Christ the King,
we represent our king as a shepherd rather than
a victorious military commander, as many kings
are. But more than this, throughout his life—at
his passion and death, and now in his risen glory—
Christ cares for us and leads us as a shepherd does.
He embraces the messy, smelly reality of life. He
is a shepherd-king, intent on our needs, searching
for us when we seem to be lost. How comforting it
is to know he carries us on his shoulders.
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Reflection

W Recite today’s responsorial psalm slowly and
thoughtfully.
W Which images of Psalm 23 touch you the most?
Why?
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EZEKIEL 34:16

CHRISTINAROSEPIX/SHUTTERSTOCK

FOR

The lost I will search out,
the strays I will bring back,
the injured I will bind up,
and the sick I will heal.

Calendar
Monday

Today we celebrate Christ the King.
Why isn’t this changed to “Christ the Lord”?
The notion of “king” seems outdated.

DMYTRO ZINKEVYCH/SHUTTERSTOCK

C

hrist the King is not the easiest concept to get close to and celebrate.
Kings, queens, and monarchies aren’t part of our cultural heritage. With
the current penchant for cutting celebrities and politicians down to size, a
king or queen wouldn’t fare well. With the turmoil of England’s royal family,
we frequently witness the demythologizing of the world’s monarchies.
Christ’s kingship obviously cannot fall into any of these woeful categories.
Christ came to establish a different kind of kingdom, the kingdom of God, and
that in itself puts Jesus on a different plane than all other concepts of earthly
monarchies. Jesus came to proclaim God’s reign, God’s rule, in the manner in
which God the Creator and Maker of all wants things to be.
We, however, are fiercely independent and freedom-conscious people.
We don’t want anyone telling us what to do. We want to participate in all
decisions. We resent being pushed around by anyone. And that’s fine. But in
this case of God’s kingdom, we have nothing
to fear. God’s power is to serve and give life,
not to exploit or corrupt.
God’s kingdom is the redemptive presence
of God. Whenever people love one another,
forgive one another, bear one another’s
burdens, and work to build a just and
peaceful community, God’s redemptive and
liberating presence is being manifested. That
is the kingdom and kinship we celebrate.
—Fr. Joseph Morin, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

NOVEMBER 23
Weekday

Rv 14:1–3, 4b–5
Lk 21:1–4

Tuesday

NOVEMBER 24
St. Andrew Dũng-Lac,
Priest, and Companion,
Martyrs

Rv 14:14–19
Lk 21:5–11

Wednesday

NOVEMBER 25
Weekday

Rv 15:1–4
Lk 21:12–19

Thursday

NOVEMBER 26
Weekday

Rv 18:1–2, 21–23;
19:1–3, 9a
Lk 21:20–28

Friday

NOVEMBER 27
Weekday

Rv 20:1–4, 11—21:2
Lk 21:29–33

Saturday

NOVEMBER 28
Weekday

Rv 22:1–7
Lk 21:34–36

Sunday

A WORD FROM

NOVEMBER 29
First Sunday
of Advent

Pope Francis

The kingdoms of this world at times are sustained by
arrogance, rivalries, and oppression; the reign of Christ
is a “kingdom of justice, love and peace.” For a Christian,
speaking of power and strength means referring to the
power of the cross, and the strength of Jesus’ love: a love
which remains steadfast and complete.

Is 63:16b–17, 19b;
64:2–7
1 Cor 1:3–9
Mk 13:33–37

—ANGELUS, SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING,
NOVEMBER 22, 2015
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November 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent (B)
Is 63:16b–17, 19b; 64:2–7
1 Cor 1:3–9
Mk 13:33–37

Be watchful! Be alert!
You do not know
when the time will come.
MARK 13:33

OYLS / SHUTTERSTOCK

Hurry Up and Wait!

W

e’ve all had this experience. We rush to get
ready…and then we wait: at the doctor’s office,
for a train, at a restaurant. For what do we hurry up
and wait this Sunday? Some might say we are waiting
for the birth of Jesus. But today’s readings don’t say
this. The first reading describes people waiting for
relief from the guilt of their sinfulness. Paul talks
about waiting for “the revelation of our Lord Jesus
Christ” at the end time (1 Corinthians 1:7). The
people in the Gospel are waiting for the return of the
householder to settle accounts. There’s no waiting for
Christmas—yet.
For what should we wait if not Christmas? Isaiah
tells us to hurry up and change our lives of pettiness,
selfishness, and arrogance, and then to wait for the
graciousness of God to “rend the heavens and come
down” (Isaiah 63:19). Paul tells us to hurry up and

embrace “the grace of God bestowed on [us] in Christ
Jesus” (1 Corinthians 1:4), and then to wait for the
final revelation of his glory. The Gospel tells us to
hurry up, be alert and ready for Christ’s return, and
then to wait for it to happen.
If we don’t prepare ourselves for the coming of God
in the reality of our own lives, we might not recognize
this salvation when it comes. We’re not waiting for an
event that happened in the past; we are waiting for
the grace of God that is calling us into the future. So,
hurry up and wait!
—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
FOR

Reflection

✷ If you are waiting for salvation, from what
weakness or sin must you be saved?
✷ How are you readying yourself for that salvation
to take root in your life?
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Calendar
Monday

NOVEMBER 30
St. Andrew,
Apostle

My husband of fifty years has no medical issues
with his hearing, but he still doesn’t listen to me
in conversation. How can I feel heard?

Rom 10:9–18
Mt 4:18–22

I

A WORD FROM

Tuesday

DECEMBER 1
Advent Weekday

Is 11:1–10
Lk 10:21–24

Wednesday

DECEMBER 2
Advent Weekday

Is 25:6–10a
Mt 15:29–37

Thursday

DECEMBER 3
St. Francis Xavier,
Priest
SHCHUS / SHUTTERSTOCK

humbly suggest that your husband read this edition of “Dear Padre.”
You might leave this bulletin someplace where he will see it.
“Give every man thine ear, but few thy voice,” wrote Shakespeare in Hamlet.
Likewise, the Bible reads, “Everyone should be quick to hear, slow to speak”
(James 1:19).
Good listening skills require effort and discipline.
Researchers say that only about 10 percent of us
listen effectively. Generally, people hear only
a fraction of what someone says. Moreover,
during an emotional conflict, we tend to
hear even less of what another is saying.
Nevertheless, Pope Francis said, “We are called
to meet others and listen to their life, their cry
for help.” He called listening “an act of love!” In
other words, being available to listen to someone
in need is an expression of charity, and being
present to others—a spouse, a friend, the bereaved, for
example—may actually speak louder than words.
In conversations, people feel heard when their feelings are validated and
restated by the listener. But often the listener finds it easier to give advice, fix
the problem, or win an argument, than to actively hear what the speaker is
trying to communicate. It’s advisable to eliminate distractions when someone
wants to engage in an important conversation. People don’t feel heard when
a listener’s short attention span wants to resume watching television. Nor do
they feel respected during a serious phone conversation while the click of a
computer mouse or yawning is overheard!
—Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

Is 26:1–6
Mt 7:21, 24–27

Friday

DECEMBER 4
Advent Weekday

Is 29:17–24
Mt 9:27–31

Saturday

DECEMBER 5
Advent Weekday

Is 30:19–21, 23–26
Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6–8

Pope Francis

Take time, quality time. This means being ready to listen
patiently and attentively to everything the other person
wants to say….Often the other spouse does not need a
solution to his or her problems, but simply to be heard,
to feel that someone has acknowledged their pain, their
disappointment, their fear, their anger.
—AMORIS LAETITIA, MARCH 19, 2016
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Sunday

DECEMBER 6
Second Sunday
of Advent

Is 40:1–5, 9–11
2 Pt 3:8–14
Mk 1:1–8

