June 13, 2021
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Ez 17:22–24
2 Cor 5:6–10
Mk 4:26–34

EZEKIEL 17:23

To What Shall We Compare the Kingdom of God?

T

oday’s readings are rich with answers to this
question posed in Mark’s Gospel. The prophet
Ezekiel selects the metaphor of a cedar tree. Like
such a tree, the kingdom of God begins as a tender
shoot planted on a high mountain where it can grow
unimpeded by other growth. There it will grow tall
and firm, boasting many branches, rich with fruit, the
home to various species of birds. The Gospel writer
chose another metaphor—that of a small seed. This
parable characterizes the inconspicuous nature of the
kingdom’s origin. We may not see it in the beginning
because it is so small and surrounded by soil, but it
contains within itself the force of life that someday
will burst forth into a rich harvest.
The mustard seed is a special kind of seed. Today’s
Gospel calls it “the smallest of all the seeds on the
earth” (Mark 4:31). However, following the pattern of
growth that is hidden in the core of its being, it also
brings forth one of the marvels of nature, producing
“the largest of plants” (Mark 4:32). Metaphors also
underscore the fact that these seeds must first

transform, lose the appearance of a seed in order to
rise, filled with the mysterious character of its growth.
All of this happens quietly, unpretentiously, as if under
the cover of night.
These are very moving metaphors, quite easy to
understand and envision. However, the reality for which
the metaphors stand is sometimes very difficult to
realize because of human selfishness. Still, it is God’s
tree, God’s seed, God’s kingdom, and it is God who
declares: “As I, the Lord, have spoken, so will I do!”
(Ezekiel 17:24).
Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

FOR

Reflection

✷ What about these metaphors gives you comfort
and encouragement?

✷ How do you contribute to the health and growth
of the kingdom of God?
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On the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it.
It shall put forth branches and bear fruit,
and become a majestic cedar.

Calendar
Monday
JUNE 14
Weekday

I care for my mother, who has dementia.
I was active in my parish, but now I hardly have
a minute to spare for prayer, much less helping
out at church. I’m getting very depressed.
What should I do?

2 Cor 6:1–10
Mt 5:38–42

Tuesday
JUNE 15
Weekday

2 Cor 8:1–9
Mt 5:43–48
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I

have several ideas. First, make your prayer life part of your mother’s
routine, and you’ll ﬁnd it easier to ﬁt prayer into your day. People with
dementia ﬁnd it soothing to listen to repetitive prayer, so consider praying the
rosary aloud in her presence. Sometimes people with advanced dementia can
still remember and recite the Our Father and the Hail Mary, so you could end
up praying the rosary together. That would truly be a gift.
Next, try reading aloud Scripture stories from a youth Bible. They’ll be
easier for her to understand than passages from an adult Bible, and you’ll get
some time with God’s word.
Last, but absolutely not least, it’s important for you to be connected. If your
parish has a parish nurse, he or she can help you ﬁnd respite care, in which
someone takes your place with your mom so you can get away for a while, or
a caregiver-support group
where you can talk with other
people in your situation. If
your parish doesn’t have a
nurse, your diocese can give
you the same information.
Remember, attending to
your spiritual health doesn’t
just help you—it helps your
mother, too.
Fr. Patrick Keyes, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A WORD FROM

Pope Francis

How often do we see a man or woman arrive at work with
a weary face, with a tired countenance and, when we ask
them, “What happened?” they answer: “I only slept two
hours because we are taking turns at home to be close to…
our grandfather, our grandmother”….These are heroic
deeds, the heroism of families!
GENERAL AUDIENCE, JUNE 10, 2015

Wednesday
JUNE 16
Weekday

2 Cor 9:6–11
Mt 6:1–6, 16–18

Thursday
JUNE 17
Weekday

2 Cor 11:1–11
Mt 6:7–15

Friday

JUNE 18
Weekday

2 Cor 11:18, 21–30
Mt 6:19–23

Saturday
JUNE 19
Weekday

2 Cor 12:1–10
Mt 6:24–34

Sunday

JUNE 20
Twelfth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Jb 38:1, 8–11
2 Cor 5:14–17
Mk 4:35–41
Daybreaks inspires
during our Church’s
holiest seasons.

Leading Catholic voices inspire
the faithful with daily reflections
& prayers for Advent and Lent.
Including: Fr. Ron Rolheiser,
Dr. Mary Katharine Deeley,
Sr. Dianne Bergant, Fr. Paul
Turner, and more at Liguori.org.
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