November 4, 2018
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Dt 6:2–6
Heb 7:23–28
Mk 12:28b–34

God’s Greatest
Commandments

T

For Reflection
How can I express greater reverence for God?
How can I express greater tenderness toward my loving
Father?
Piece: Aetas Aurea, 1886–1887
Artist: Medardo Rosso
Location: Vatican Museums

Hear then, Israel, and be careful to observe [the commandments],
that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly.
Deuteronomy 6:3
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oday’s first reading recalls the most sacred
text in Judaism, the Shema Israel: “Hear, [O]
Israel.” These words are so sacred for Jews, they are
prayed in the most important moments of peril or
supreme holiness. Jews don’t take these words lightly
because they express the essence of their religion and
relationship to God.
As Catholics, we fully agree with our Jewish
brothers and sisters on this matter. Jesus himself
answered the question of what was the first, greatest
commandment—it was the Shema Israel. Why is it so
important? Because it declares the unity of God:
“The Lord is our God, the Lord alone!”
(Deuteronomy 6:4). He is one supreme God,
not a multitude of divinities as in the Greek
and Roman polytheistic religions, or even
today in Hinduism and Buddhism.
This belief in one God makes the
monotheistic religions of Judaism and
Christianity unique. Second, this supreme
God deserves our love and obedience. “You
shall love the Lord your God.…” Our role
as creatures called and saved by him is to
offer loving obedience.
The Second Commandment flows from the
first: If we love God above all, then we need to
love our brothers, sisters, and ourselves.

What better icon is there of this love for God and
neighbor than the love of a mother for her child, as
shown in this wax sculpture? As the piece shows,
our love should be reverent, tender, compassionate,
and unique. Only you can give him your kind of love.
There should be a constant flow of affection and union
between us—no separation between him and us.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Calendar
Monday
NOV E M BE R 5

Weekday
Phil 2:1–4
Lk 14:12–14

Tuesday
NOV E M BE R 6

Weekday
Phil 2:5–11
Lk 14:15–24

Wednesday
NOV E M BE R 7

Weekday
Phil 2:12–18
Lk 14:25–33

Thursday
NOV E M BE R 8

Weekday
Phil 3:3–8a
Lk 15:1–10

Friday
Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica (Rome)
Ez 47:1–2, 8–9, 12
1 Cor 3:9c–11, 16–17
Jn 2:13–22

Saturday
NOV E M BE R 10

Pope Leo the Great, Pope
and Doctor of the Church
Phil 4:10–19
Lk 16:9–15

Sunday
NOV E M BE R 11

Thirty-second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 17:10–16
Heb 9:24–28
Mk 12:38–44
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W

omen’s role in the Church is essential in many areas, including
teaching, passing on the faith to their families, and witnessing
to their faith in the community. Religious sisters are essential to the
Church’s pastoral care, as Vatican II states: “From the outset of the work of
evangelization, the missionary ‘planting’ and expansion of the Church require
the presence of the religious life in all its forms” (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 927).
Religious sisters, and their
religious brothers, share a
universal call to be “devoted
to the welfare of the whole
Church…working to implant
and strengthen the Kingdom
of Christ” in a new generation
of Catholics (Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church
[Lumen Gentium], 44).
Today, sisters have declined
in number, but they are present and essential to Church ministry through
religious education, pastoral care in hospitals, faith-based social outreach,
and parish and diocesan administration. They continue Christ’s presence, as
did the women first to encounter the risen Christ and bring this Good News to
others.
We need religious sisters; parents and parishes need to speak about
vocations. God gives the gift, and we have the responsibility to nurture those
women “called to signify the very charity of God in the language of our time”
(CCC 926).
—Fr. John K. Schmidt, CSsR | Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
A Church without women is like the college of the Apostles without
Mary. The role of women in the Church is not simply that of
maternity, being mothers, but much greater: it is precisely to be the
icon of the Virgin, of Our Lady; what helps make the Church grow!

—Press conference, July 28, 2013
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NOV E M BE R 9

Can you clarify the role of nuns and women in the
Church? When I was growing up, they seemed much
more involved, but nowadays our church never
seems to discuss their role or support their work.

November 11, 2018
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
1 Kgs 17:10–16
Heb 9:24–28
Mk 12:38–44 or Mk 12:41–44

God Notices Our Acts of Generosity
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E

lijah is quite bold. He finds this poor woman collecting sticks to make her “last supper” on earth. She has
run out of money, food, and energy. Even so, the prophet asks her to prepare him a cake and, in exchange
for her hospitality, he promises she will not run out until God sends rain again. In her faith and
humility, she says yes, and gives away all that she had to live on. God blesses her generosity!
Jesus observes something similar. A poor widow willingly gives all she has
when, without anyone noticing, she drops her coins in the donation basket.
God always notices our acts of generosity and multiplies them into
eternity.
The first part of the Gospel stands in contrast with these
two mighty widows. It shows us how not to be apostles.
Jesus chastises the scribes and teachers of the law for
Piece: St. Stephen Distributing Alms, 1447-1449
three defects in their religious practice: pride, greed,
Artist: Fra Angelico
Location: Niccoline Chapel, Vatican Palace
and showing off. They love public greetings and
special seating at church and parties. Jesus goes
even further by saying they use their authority
to devour widow’s houses. Could Jesus’ irony
be any starker? While the widow is giving her
last coins, the priest is using it to devour her
livelihood.
We may never see in this life how God
blesses our small or large acts of love,
prayer, and generosity. Yet, we should
keep doing them, not to be seen or
rewarded, but because we love God, and
to love is always the right thing. God
sees, and a great reward awaits us.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Am I doing what I can do to help the
poor and protect them?
Is my piety and religiosity also
expressed in charity and service?

[Jesus said,] “They have all contributed from their surplus wealth,
but she…has contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.”
Mark 12:44
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Calendar
Monday
NOV EM BER 12

Is envy a sin? I find myself becoming very envious
of people who have more than I do. I find it
difficult to be content with what my family and
I have now.

St. Josaphat,
Bishop and Martyr
Ti 1:1–9
Lk 17:1–6

Tuesday
NOV EM BER 13

W

St. Frances Xavier
Cabrini, Virgin
Ti 2:1–8, 11–14
Lk 17:7–10

Wednesday
NOV EM BER 14

Weekday
Ti 3:1–7
Lk 17:11–19

Thursday
NOV EM BER 15

Friday
NOV EM BER 16

Weekday
2 Jn 4–9
Lk 17:26–37

Saturday
NOV EM BER 17

St. Elizabeth of Hungary,
Religious
3 Jn 5–8
Lk 18:1–8

Sunday

SHUTTERSTOCK

Weekday
Phlm 7–20
Lk 17:20–25

e live in a climate of want that encourages discontent with what we
have. Advertising plays on our feelings of envy and our desire for
possessions. In this almost universal rush to possess more and better material
objects, Christians are called to a counter witness. We are called to embrace a
freedom and a poverty of spirit that actually rejoices in the blessings of others.
The Tenth Commandment alerts us to the danger of undisciplined envy:
“You shall not covet…anything
that belongs to your neighbor”
(Exodus 20:17). In the New
Testament, Jesus says that where
our treasure is, there also will be
our heart (Matthew 6:21). The
real antidote to envy, then, is
prayers of thanksgiving for all
God has given to us and others.
To feel envious, to desire or
covet someone else’s possessions,
is not in itself a mortal sin. But to let that feeling invade your mind, to indulge
it and brood over it, to set your heart on it, is to let that feeling harden into an
envious frame of mind. Then you are flirting with real sin. The grave sin is to
allow these envious thoughts to drive you to any injustice or evil.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church sums it up well: “Would you like to see
God glorified by you? Then rejoice in your brother’s [and sister’s] progress and
you will immediately give glory to God” (CCC 2540).
—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

NOV EM BER 18

Thirty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Dn 12:1–3
Heb 10:11–14, 18
Mk 13:24–32

A Word From Pope Francis
How many people have distanced themselves...from some parish
or community because of the environment of gossip, jealousy,
and envy they found there? Even for a Christian, knowing how
to love is never a thing acquired once and for all. We must begin
anew every day.

—Regina Caeli, May 21, 2017
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November 18, 2018
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Dn 12:1–3
Heb 10:11–14, 18
Mk 13:24–32

Do Everything Well

T

Piece: The Last Judgment (detail), 1536–1541
Artist: Michelangelo
Location: Sistine Chapel

Judgment in person, and countless more via broadcasts
and social media. So do everything well, since it is
seen by God and yourself—and maybe some day, by
more eyes than you ever imagined!
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

[Jesus said,] “And then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds’
with great power and glory.”
Mark 13:26
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his huge fresco behind the Sistine
Chapel altar may be the greatest
representation of the coming of Christ at
the end of time. The centerpiece of the
composition is Christ the judge with the Virgin
at his side represented in a halo, surrounded
by a crowd of apostles, prophets, patriarchs,
Old Testament heroines, martyrs, and saints
who form a double crown of swirling bodies.
Michelangelo painted hundreds of figures, all
with exquisite attention to detail.
Just think, when Michelangelo was painting,
his work in the chapel
was destined to be
For Reflection
seen by very few—
Do I worry too much
the pope, his court,
about being seen by
a few visiting kings
others?
and diplomats at
Do I console myself
most. The Sistine
knowing that no
Chapel would receive
good deed goes
less foot traffic in
unrewarded?
Michelangelo’s time
than a medium- to
small-sized parish today. Yet, Michelangelo
painted with the same eye to perfection as if
he knew his work would be seen by millions.
He was not painting for the multitudes but for
God and his patron, the pope.
Similarly, if we act with generosity and love,
whether observed by millions or no one, we
will follow the path to true freedom and love. We do
what is right, not to be seen, but because we want to be
true to God, ourselves, and others. Living like this, we
will have no reason to fear the Last Judgment.
More than six million people annually see The Last

Calendar
Monday

NOV E M BE R 19

Weekday
Rv 1:1–4; 2:1–5
Lk 18:35–43

Tuesday
NOV E M BE R 20

Weekday
Rv 3:1–6, 14–22
Lk 19:1–10

Wednesday
NOV E M BE R 21

Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Rv 4:1–11
Lk 19:11–28

Thursday
NOV E M BE R 22

St. Cecilia,
Virgin and Martyr
Rv 5:1–10
Lk 19:41–44

Friday
NOV E M BE R 23

Saturday
NOV E M BE R 24

St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc,
Priest, and Companions,
Martyrs
Rv 11:4–12
Lk 20:27–40

Sunday
NOV E M BE R 25

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ, King of the Universe
Dn 7:13–14
Rv 1:5–8
Jn 18:33b–37
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A

liturgical year is an annual cycle of communal prayer and celebration.
The Roman Catholic Church divides its liturgical year into five distinct
seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time.
Our liturgical year starts on the first Sunday of
Advent. The Christmas season officially starts
with the evening celebrations on December
24. Christmas runs for more than
twelve days, through the feast of the
Epiphany to the Baptism of the Lord,
which is celebrated on either the
second or third Sunday in January.
Next is Ordinary Time, which
is divided into two parts. The
first part ends the day before Ash
Wednesday, which is the first of the
forty days of Lent. Lent is followed by
the seven weeks of the Easter season,
which ends on the day we celebrate the
descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
On Pentecost we pick up the second
The Roman Catholic Church
part of Ordinary Time, which ends the
divides its liturgical year
day before the first Sunday of Advent
(this year that’s in two weeks, on
into five distinct seasons.
December 2). Each liturgical season has
distinct flavors and traditions, but they come together in harmony to help us
reflect on the one mystery at the heart of every liturgy no matter the season:
the saving mystery of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection.
—Fr. Matthew Allman, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

A Word From Pope Francis
If in the course of the liturgical year a parish priest speaks about
temperance ten times but only mentions charity or justice two or
three times, an imbalance results....The same thing happens
when we speak more about law than about grace, more about the Church than
about Christ.
—Evangelii Gaudium, November 24, 2013
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SHUTTERSTOCK

Weekday
Rv 10:8–11
Lk 19:45–48

What are the Catholic Church’s liturgical seasons?
When does a new liturgical year begin?

November 25, 2018
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe (B)
Dn 7:13-14 | Rv 1:5-8
Jn 18:33b-37

Feeble, Fleeting Human Glory

L

orenzo Sabbatini painted this amazing Christ
the King ascended in heavenly glory. Have you
heard of the artist? He and his art were sought after
by the wealthiest, most powerful people of his day—
so famous then, but unknown today. Thus is the
feeble nature of human glory.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is
in chains at the mercy of
Pontius Pilate. The Roman
procurator failed to
recognize him. Thus is
the feeble nature of
human recognition.
Pilate had before
him the King of
Kings, the author
of all authority
in heaven and on
earth, his maker and
judge. It appeared
that Pilate was the
powerful one, but
Jesus knew all power
really came from his
Piece: Overview of the Vault,
St. Lawrence Chapel (circa eighteenth century)
Artist: Lorenzo Sabbatini
Location: Vatican Museums

Father. Thus the feeble nature of vision without faith.
This ceiling scene painted by Sabbatini is what we
should always keep in mind—Jesus taken up into the
clouds as he blesses us. Cherubs dance and celebrate
the return of the King, their fearless leader, who
faced all the forces of hell and emerged
victorious. He was taking his
rightful throne and they are
rejoicing at having him back.
He still reigns from there
today.
He has opened the
gates of heaven so all
his beloved can now
enter and populate
the mansions
prepared for them
from the dawn of
time. We may often
feel like victims
of circumstances
or totally limited by
our failures, health, or
enemies. Yet, we are more
than conquerors if we allow
ourselves to be set free by the
truth of Christ’s kingship.
—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC
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For Reflection
Do I judge people superficially or with a vision enlightened by the gospel?
How can I truthfully and faithfully judge situations, and help others do the same?

Jesus answered [Pilate], “You say I am a king.
For this I was born and for this I came into the world.”
John 18:37
© 2018 Liguori Publications • Liguori, MO 63057-9999

Calendar
Monday
NOV EM BER 26
Weekday
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5
Lk 21:1-4

Why does the Church continue to use the image
of a king to describe Jesus? He didn’t act like a
king or expect his followers to treat him like one.

Tuesday
NOV EM BER 27
Weekday
Rv 14:14-19
Lk 21:5-11

H

Wednesday
NOV EM BER 28
Weekday
Rv 15:1-4
Lk 21:12-19

Saturday
DECEM BER 1
Weekday
Rv 22:1-7
Lk 21:34-36
Sunday
DECEM BER 2
First Sunday
of Advent
Jer 33:14-16
1 Thes 3:12—4:2
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36

CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE/BOB ROLLER

Friday
NOV EM BER 30
St. Andrew,
Apostle
Rom 10:9-18
Mt 4:18-22

From Dear Padre: Questions Catholics Ask, © 2003 Liguori Publications

A Word From Pope Francis
The Lord says: it is not important to me that you do this or that,
it is important to me that the orphan is cared for, that the widow
is cared for, that the outcast person is heard, that creation is
protected. This is the kingdom of God!
—Homily, July 26, 2014
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KING DAVID IN PRAYER, PIETER DE GREBBER / WIKI COMMONS

Thursday
NOV EM BER 29
Weekday
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23;
19:1-3, 9a
Lk 21:20-28

ereditary kings ruled most nations in the ancient Near East. In
Egypt, the king was actually recognized as a god. In Israel, God was
considered to be the one true king, and God’s covenant was the treaty that
united God and the people.
But a time came when the Israelites
thought they needed to strengthen
themselves militarily and politically.
Then the elders came to Samuel and
asked him to appoint a king to govern
them like other nations (1 Samuel 8:5).
The three great kings of Israel (Saul,
David, and Solomon) were considered
instruments of God but were also subject
to existing legal codes.
Throughout the New Testament runs
the theme that Jesus, a descendant of the
royal Davidic line, is a ruler or king. The
Magi first proclaimed Jesus king, saying
they were looking for the “newborn king
of the Jews” (Matthew 2:2).
At the heart of Jesus’ message was the good news that all people could enter
the kingdom of God if they rejected sin. Jesus used the parable of the mustard
seed (Mark 4:30–32) to show that his kingdom will grow until everyone can
be embraced within its branches. This kingdom, first manifested in simplicity
and love in the Galilean countryside, is to reach its fulfillment in a great love
among all people. Jesus as king is an image that should lead us to recognize
our commitment to love and service to others in his kingdom.
—Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

